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Abstract

Language learning involves not only morphology and syntax but also delves deeply into exploring
context and its holistic meaning. Drawing upon the Corpus of Contemporary American English
(COCA), this study investigates the extended meaning unit of the verb “trigger” by analyzing its col-
ligational patterns, semantic preferences, and semantic prosody within various contexts. The research
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reveals that the verb “trigger” boasts a wide range of collocations and usages, spanning multiple
domains such as natural disasters, health, and economic activities. Its colligational patterns are di-
verse, manifesting a myriad of semantic inclinations, including eliciting monetary events, conflicts,
disasters, diseases, and more. Furthermore, the semantic prosody of “trigger” encompasses three
distinct categories: positive, neutral, and negative. It can be employed to signify the positive trig-
gering of growth or change, neutrally express the activation of an activity or device, and negatively
convey the initiation of an action or outcome. Exploring the extended meaning of “trigger” can help
English-language learners understand and use the word “trigger” in the right context.
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1. 5l

Sinclair 7£ 1996 £ & £ 1) (F#k LAY (The Search for Units of Meaning)— X EREIN T &
& A7 (Extended Unit of Meaning) RIMES:, iR E SCHLA7 (Unit of Meaning), Bl f5 44 4% FR A il 151 (Lexical
Item) 5% & 4717 i (Compound Lexical Item). 4 7 BER AN MU ARIX — M4, Sinclair [L]& 0 T ¥ & & AL
157(1996, 2004), ZAEALK Y = SRR N AN R4y : B % (Core). 4T (Collocation). 8Bk $%
(Colligation). i X 5[] (Semantic Preference) 11 X #J(Semantic Prosody). A, B & & AL
WOy, R SCHRAL R AN R IR A H R R R AE, 2020) [2]. “HBTC” & )R 45 Ak X BRGNS
(Firth 1968: 182) [3], & =% &L FT I it Al 1 2 (lexical pattern), &3 & i SCRAALRE P (1) S5k (1%
g, 2020).  “HPIR” T8 EAZS A B Z B BT BURTEIE G R o TR SUMIR] 2 A% - JE LA B )
TR B ZHAEAE X — e B, e S B B T B SR TS S A R . TR CRITR I
SR SCHRA T BRI 2 S0, AR, HPar AR =Rl 18 SUER 58 SGRA A BRI FE .
& X i 22 Sinclair (1996) [1]H GF— M, T35 575 RO FEBC Y — L8010 (B3R 4) I SURHIE,
10 2 RAZ ] BT T J I 1 AR (B A A, 2020) o T SR AN B A TR IS IS FE R L, %4
R NS FIMT AR, (EARRETE A . ASCFERC . SR 15 S8 18 U 45 7 TH 73BT “trigger”
— i, I DA B0 5 ) 3 A i B AR X 1A

2. I RE N B ACHRERIR

Sinclair [1]#2 H i3 i 2 X 47 (Extended Unit of Meaning, EUM)RIZEE & 22 AL 51 T BRI R,
FORN B ARHE QLA S bR R M E R T IZ B FERIER BT o 7 Sinclair FFFGIYERT T b, i EgH 7 A i
“naked eye” . “true feelings” . “brook” Fl “place” 25 (B AN AIA), RIIHER T EE X
AT O B R AR RAE . FEEN, X —ERHERE R 2R T H N EM. REZEE S ENE R
TH, SRR B i) S HA R BT TIRANIE BT i, 5[4 B T i AR TR R
JEE RN AR 2 3 3 JEEAE R E S “commit” . “effect” A1 “cause” =AM MIIE SGRIHFIE, 45 REFHAFE
5 2B PR PR R B ANEFA B S o X Le S B ARIEAE 1RV, AR TR SORE FJZ T 20w =g 1
PO ARG F PIFE IO, SR RIS IE R . BART S, D5 I A [ 2 50 35 70 A0 axX e da] YA

ik
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AR B AR S 4R TR JEE AR PRI P (0 R 28 15 B8 ORIV DB e v o G e v )B4 i S AN R
WA T E S AR M A, R T 2 ) A AR E R ANE AR BN . ##5(2018) [SliEIE
RUE TR EE 1) FLSAE & SR “H0F ” B B9 “educate” « “teach” . “raise” . “inform”

HEAT X IR AR 2 4RV S, IFETC SRR . 15 S ia) | B SCRIDUASZ I “30E 7 shi & m ka7 24T,

RKI“educate” 4 &« FUH 7 H & G (R0 £ 3] o T AR [6]0F Eb [ 27 T3 AN EAE A e 1E 0] m i el MAKE
FEFE, RIEAFIREIBEE T, A T0E P ) MAKE 5 ABESHELESIIE, 5 SUR 6 M AITE X
TR R MBS K[7TEY B A (ISR SR R, X ensure F1 assure P I i3E47 #%
Bro BR TN ROAEEAT 00T, X A B AT HUE RO, . B 5 8] deal with F1
cope with JEi% [F] SCRZHIEAT T X EUAF T, M ERTRAE Y, 22 i 4 i i SCRRAL R 7 8 B4 R 7E R 4B
T K R SCREET 1, JRIE S ORE ROt iR S BV . Rk, ARSCfER) COCA ERE M H Bh, Xt
“trigger” IX— 5L U ANAATH R R SR AL

3. BB ERMARZE

3.1. fsRiERE

1) 7£ COCA BRIEEF, “trigger” — il (RFETE S S IBEAG MR L i 28k 551 2
2) 1& COCA BRI,  “trigger” —IATEAS [F] (145 i S S ICHE Hh i IR HE R i S AWt ) 2
3) 7E COCA iERIES,  “trigger” — i & B HY MR Sb bR 38 SCRR 552

3.2. IERkIR

AICIERRIET COCA Bk, RISEE MAIHERE, hSkER H 8 K%M Mark Davies % 1
FrUSL, JIFT 2008 4F 2k, BRESE [ ik 5.6 (AN, JFLARER T A MBRR Y A, ORIE TR
RN RPN SR P . IR R T R A o A TR AR TR DU ERRE . IRARCAARIIT, B
2, WRZH, JFHAERER LA, eV AR TR BN F = iEE .

33. IR

AT IREE TP B AR AU, AW SR BN “trigger” o BB, UNASHE
FITE “trigger” 1NN & L, FTLAYE COCA IERE A HHEZR “TRIGGER_V” , X B
(span) y—4/+4 KAy T iZ il AT . B RE AR,  BIYY S0im] 20 40 799 00 Fried 2 (0 1m) AR &, Gk T T 95 S
A BARSE  IEIRME AL . B8 2 SO Ml SRR BN —4/+4 B-5/+5 f& —Fhid B H B W
% (Jones and Sinclair, 1974) [9]; =, W% “trigger” FERNEREE, HTREUTHEE L, WA
SCREALAEL 200 AN GHT 2 2RI IRy AL 550U, AABER 200 MR SIATH 0 Hr “trigger” 1 UM
Al fJE, M 200 AR GIAT TS I o0 A HoE SRR A

4. TMA Trigger B BEN BN ST

Lk “TRIGGER_V” {F v 31 i A COCA DRI, HURE 31 174 B S PR, 0, 18
IR ST, i L R S f

4.1. $EEIRT T

PERCAE AR “ ST PEARAE B BAKIRE 7 (Firth, 1968: 182), & & X f)—FiiH ,(1957: 194-214) [10], B
BRI, e 23] — AN HOE AN CER B IS ] R O HS RS T SRS, BB R E
FIESE N 24 2) . MEMEIERCHT, SESCHERCIR OOV S, [N R 552 SCRFARCRT,  IX AN R SR &5 44
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AN FEEEFNRSE o UBAh, FEHC I H B E AR T HAEK el s SR R I E R, BE PT RELEAL BB
XN % (paraphrastic content) 4y 75 55 35 £ {1, (Teubert 2004 [11], 2010 [12]) (#¥#5E, 2020). I, £ COCA
KL collocate —4%rr, % “TRIGGER_V” , WEEEIE N-4/+4, HZIRFAH MI{H, It trigger 1E N
Bl AT 15 AL IE (A0 1),

Table 1. The top 15 collocates of “trigger” in the COCA corpus
%% 1. Trigger £ COCA BRI EH AT 15 AFEHLiA

s FA T 1] MI {& W
1 fight-of-fight 8.67 230
2 sell-off 7.58 490
3 landslides 7.54 653
4 shifters 7.45 581
5 migraines 6.29 1299
6 tsunami 6.23 4799
7 asthma 6.15 7499
8 migraine 6.29 1712
9 warnings 6.07 8715
10 reflex 5.98 2296
11 relapse 5.97 1621
12 flashbacks 5.95 1521
13 autoimmune 5.94 1780
14 cascade 591 3124
15 earthquakes 5.84 4219

B B a, IR EE N4, RIS “trigger” #4 sl AR BEh SR AT . MR 1A AT R A
WIEHEAT 2%, H, landslides, tsunami, earthquakes #5-5 H#A %<3 A 5¢; migraine, migraines, asthma,
autoimmune #B-5 B R fd 5 10 BG 9% relapse, flashback, reflexs 5.0oHL B PR IEIR A 5%; sell-off 54
B %, fight-of-fight 53984 3¢, cascade 5 trigger #50, T EMREIELH), FLIEE —EH HFHE
MR, Gt Rk trigger a cascade of 4G G454 . “trigger” 5 shifters FERCHE B & —Fhidact fil A % Rk 4
HAT A A B o 25 F, ATRURIL “trigger” ARG T 25 HAR KT, (@SN, R, &5 H K.

4.2. HEREESHT

RIS 75 M3 I T B T 1 7 X (grammatical patterns), & —MEVEZRERSE MR R 5 A iE LR
B AN, Bl S A B S R BL(Sinclair, 2003) . B FL—MEAMCEDGE B IR, i HEE G
VLT RE . KRR B SUME R AR SGRHR 5 15k a5 0 B R OG, AT SRR 7 b e B8 4 T Hh 4%
HAB LI e b H Fr B Rk 1 3 o I FEMLIEER ) 200 47K 5147 &I “trigger” — il ({28164 AT 5 Fir
A4 2 FioR):

TRIGGER + ART + ADJ + NOUN + OF 2. (BE VERB) + TRIGGERED + BY + (ADJ) + NOUN 3.NOUN
+ TRIGGER + OFF + NOUN 4. NOUN + TRIGGER + ART + (ADJ/NOUN) + NOUN 5. TO + TRIGGER +
NOUN
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Table 2. The distribution of colligations for “trigger” in a random sample of 200 index lines from the COCA
Fz 2. Trigger 7£ COCA JERIEEREHL 200 MRS ITHI LIRS

R B eIk ia]
his later work in scrap metal triggered a barrage
1) TRIGGER + ART + ADJ + NOUN + OF 36

of attacks

she says, triggered by a single comment

2) (BE VERB+) TRIGGERED + BY + NOUN 30 .
re-entry was triggered by a beacon

lower tax rates would trigger off any official

3) NOUN + TRIGGER + OFF + NOUN 22 .
complaints

4) NOUN + TRIGGER + ART + (ADJ/NOUN) + NOUN 72 back surgery triggered a shift

5) TO + TRIGGER + NOUN 28 shining lights on the cells to trigger the calcium
6) JAt 12

e 2 WA, A S 72 NOUN + TRIGGER + ART + (ADJ/NOUN) + NOUN, H: % & TRIGGER
+ART + ADJ+ NOUN + OF, (BE VERB)+ TRIGGERED +BY +NOUN, TO + TRIGGER + NOUN, NOUN
+ TRIGGER + OFF + NOUN. X3 %5 trigger iX —2hiA] [4F1EA O, trigger BERT1E N K& W8l n] /5 A
AR AERRFER, AT EEINEE, MR 2 il 1R . ERA KYEhiER, 5
Srid] off EH, FIEK trigger off £HiE, FHiEEiIB(% 2 # 3)Fi/R). (BE VERB) + TRIGGERED + BY +
NOUN iX —45 14 J& T #ah &5 4, T il A F A BURS & A MBI & Ar gl & . 7£(BE VERB)
+ TRIGGERED + BY + NOUN 545, BY J5 Hl 8RB (1) 42 17 51 44 18] 5 15 2% 7 il 20 /R SRR ES 1R 150 1A
FECHAT . B BB W] DO R RUSCERE 51 R M ENEBCIRES b, A 2 AR e AR R
TRIGGER + ART + ADJ + NOUN + OF iX —&5#4H[f] “ART + ADJ + NOUN + OF” F:ZZH] LA&1fi trigger
F5Ei%, fi: abarrage of, alotof, acascadeof %5, TO + TRIGGER + NOUN #& A& i i H1E B IR
BT FORIE, Ron CNTRURY . CUilR” 2 &, BTRER A EER B EGER N T AN R
AT IIBNE
4.3. FEX =54

VB SCIE I i PR — AN TRV B 1 £E TR 35 o Pl B A i) i B IR R2, F7m 17719 s 3] R P4 e 1] T 22
BLARRE B 1R SURFIE,  BIFTON GONFETCIA, S 1 A% TR ST ST R T o 1 SR RS SCRIAE 7]
TER Y AR AR s 2 4 B R B M (. ARSTABEHLIIERK 200 N3 5147 4k 775 s in] A5 T
T, JFARYEFEICIA ) e SGHEATE SO 28 (I 3 R, e b FLis SO
Table 3. The distribution of semantic preferences for “trigger” in a random sample of 200 index lines from the COCA
5% 3. Trigger £ COCA B EERENL 200 MR 5| {THMIE XRS5

T U] FA 1T 1] B

4% (Money) check, spending, financial, insurance, inflation 5

struggle, battle, incident, violation, scandal, attack, contest, skirmishes,

#h5% (conflict) accident, war, complaints, jockeying, infraction, crisis, unrest, bomb 16

¢ 3 (disaster) deluge, mudslides, flooding, earthquake, 4

e £ relapse, disease, health warnings, headache, allergies, heart attack, collapse,

PR (disease) inflammatory, death 10
H.(interaction) consult, rally, response, counsel, assembly, association, faux pas, decision 8
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breakthrough, malfunction, reaction, domino, movement, awakening,
process, spike, surge, extinction, build-up, changes, development, growth,
bankruptcy, mechanism, unleash, injection, formation, end, uterine
contractions, swings, exposure, production, failure

A5 {k,(changes) 26

thought, pride, pain, alert, alarm, intuition, mission, intense, ache, soreness,
IRA (state) thinking, romanticism, retention, expectation, unreasonable, widespread, 19
wild, stress, stressful

BUiA (policy) statute, protocol, sentence, lawsuit, policy holder 5

K 58 PE (uncertainty) can, could, may, would 4

i1 B0, check, spending, financial, insurance, inflation #i/& 5484 < MiRIE, PRI HAE
[ A5 5 4 E R F4E; struggle, battle, incident, violation, scandal, attack, contest, skirmishes,
accident, war, complaints, jockeying, infraction, crisis, unrest, bomb s &gz &, Kk, “trigger”
FRVE SU A A0 & 5] R oMb g8 deluge, mudslides, flooding, earthquake J&F HAR9%5E, Bl “trigger”
I8 AR 5] A R AR #; relapse, disease, health warning, headache, allergies, heart attack #55
YR OC, B LA trigger "8 338 51 Fo B A4 140 1] ; consult, rally, response, counsel, assembly,
association, fauxpas & XK HAZ &, FrLL “trigger” 5 HAER &A 51 K IR IEE 52 & break-
through, malfunction, reaction, movement, awakening, process, spike, surge, extinction %5 &7 251k,
Z 5, Pl “trigger” R, A HIE A A 5| R FEF AR ELAS; pain, pride, alert, alarm, intuition,
intense, mission, soreness, expectation &K IA K —MURIEBOIRE, 5 “trigger” HERCR ISl MG %
51 R AT — oy PR I ER 25 statute, protocol, sentence, lawsuit #5-5 BUG FHAEFE G, il LA 5“ trigger”
FEBC, MRS R R S BOA S FAE R E U s can, could, may, would #BJ& 15 &5hiE, £IEMRE.
AEZ B, “trigger” 5% F#4 A can/could/may/would trigger (B, ik —FhASHA & I35 U] o

Zx b, “trigger” —iRlHE XA EE R0 8 K 1) SIKRSEEARMEN; 2) IR,
3) FIRIEFUHE; 4) BIURIFERB; 5) FIRKIEFIED); 6) FIRIEMAR L 7) fillRFEAE BT A
) — MO B IR ECRES; 8) SIRIEM GHEUAAHKI N 9) AIRES Sl R IEM G s FH 1.

44. B

U SR R ] 5 A5 B A (B R 3RoR 1 45 )8 B Ah) T LR i B2 A i U AR i ks, 2% R
EIIEES I ANE AW RS R GRS, 2020) [3]. 3 LEIEES N =F: B, AL AT
e ASCBEHLIEELE) 200 3 54T HoR 3 Hr2))ia] trigger — a4y fié i SCH T SCRIRF R

4.4.1. PRRSERIENE

Bl 1 IR WUA B —> B RS PEAZ SR LA A KRR, FrEERBMENA 2B RER, K
AR eI BIRERR2 A B TR0, & TR, Rl pid. i 2 #dn
Wells (37 [ R 7 84T IE SR mash bk, “strong” BE— G amif 7 LKA B . TESmATI,
BT IR LR — MR GE LR, IR AR RIE T — AR IS . 61 3 4R/ “ HBTE
Wounded Knee” iX—SHFsRBLR 514 7 “BiISCUEBERI AR o X —AJiEfR 7 —PRRKR, Al—
ANFAPET H—ADFEARAE EXAET,  “trigger” BT 51K 145 R AR — BRI Bt SCAk b e A
HSUK” , Brld “trigger” — W fEIX AU RIK B — R AR I I (L
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5] 1: Muscles repair themselves, and in other amino acids that trigger growth.
5] 2: The Wells news triggered a strong rally in bank’s shares.

5] 3: the renewed focus on Wounded Knee has helped to trigger a new cultural awakening and pride.

4.4.2. PABERIENE

el 4 v, “trigger” — A FH TR — N34 SEC —FMRAE, I HEE RS SRS E W
MIRE . EIXA)EH,  “trigger” HERMIMOLR —MRE KR, IHRRIBTMERK. “trigger” 7EH] 5
FEIR I —ANBE, RIS S EE — M A R . 1) ) 2 SRR R R 0 42 el 5 A s
FITLAER 5 1, “trigger” — i 3 AR RIEIE LA, BT r A& NIE . Bl 6 RIEM & — N TERR
F 75 B AE R Sk 0 i R T SRR EE R . XA TE 3 BRI AR A P B OR T B B R St
B, HERIE—ANFIRE, IR ETATIE S,

5] 4: Nursing could trigger a social service consult.
7] 5: you’d better press a button or trigger a proximity sensor.

5] 6: The 5 year statement triggers a connecting thought in my head.

443, HBRESERNIENE

B 7 DL T T ARBARE A R, B T SR — MR R, S (RS MR TE 1 7 S AR
Xl AT RE A VAR R G S . ] 8 MR B AMEIE T B A5 REENK 4, RERE
FMFEZEE G RN, Wk, RAERHR T TibE SRS REE SRS ik, BRTIREER
— AT R R — IR R Jy, BER T AR R et i = A= i SRR s e, X R ) AT RS BT i O L
AR . Rk,  “trigger” FEIXA)TE R RIA A R E M), FIm. 419 KR EEMmIImEFsIK T —
WEN. ZTTBU 4. Ho, “trigger” MISEEA struggle (BF4), SFEAAEREE KK, MR
e, B,  “trigger” HIE SR .

5] 7 1t would have triggered a complete collapse.
5] 8: She reflects on her long battle with anorexia, triggered by peer pressure.

5] 9: their departure triggered a complicated, multi-sided power struggle.

i EiRG T SR, “trigger” — 1A AR SGEI N =R ARSI SR A LA A S
BVFIE AR AS B 138 S . ERRMRES FERAE ) b, “trigger” S nARikth 51 e 3 S A KA iR 4k, 4
SRR T ER M, BT IR Y KR SRR O . AE PSSR ) L, “trigger” W]
MRIEA SIS RIE S H A A, 51 TR AL BUR 5 3h A e & . 72 TS LR SGRHh, “trigger”
R g BRSO A, e R, PPREE.

5. &g

ASCAEB) COCA BRLE, LAB)i “trigger” T miii] , IR NIRRT Y2 = AL . SCE 40T T “trigger”
FEVE R A RS TC 1] S R IBRAERT i, BRI T EBEHLIZELE) 200 N2 54T H “trigger” — 1Al fR138 S At A) f2if
NMEIRE R A TEgt gt 504, S T BV iR

1) #hid] “trigger” HIEMCFER A, WA BRKF . SRR, OGN 5SS MREZA
J7ME . JF HOEH DAE E ARG, MAERSEC IS5 K tHIL, 4o trigger shifters, trigger a cascade of %% .
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2) Fhia “trigger” HUZKEARE T34 5 f8AY. TRIGGER + ART + ADJ + NOUN + OF/(BE VERB) +

TRIGGERED + BY + (ADJ) + NOUN/NOUN + TRIGGER + OFF + NOUN/NOUN + TRIGGER + ART +
(ADJ/NOUN) + NOUN/TO + TRIGGER + NOUN.

3) zhiA “trigger” HE X MlH EEA 93K, HN: 1) SURSEBARMFEM; 2) FIRERIHR;

3) SIRKFN A 4) SURKERE; 5) SIAERN LS 6) SUASEMAZI: 7) fil A Mg 48 sl 51 AAT

E/\J#

OB IRECIRES; 8) JIAEM SBUAMRINES:: 9) MIBER 51 KM G LB 1F.
4) Bl “trigger” HITE SCHIA =F: AR FERIE L) ; Thar S RERIE SR TH IS s 3G . RI

“trigger” W] SRR BN 51 S F MR K SR AR AL, S1ERIEIE S, Ak EC B K s A5
Pm B B R R A

&5k

(1]
[2]
(3]
[4]
[5]
(6]

(7]

(8]

[9]

[10]
[11]

[12]

Sinclair, J. (2004) Trust the Text: Language, Corpus and Discourse. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203594070
WD, R R SR PR B[] SMER ST, 2020, 37(2): 1-8.

Firth, J.R. (1968) Selected Papers of J. R. Firth, 1952-1959. Indiana University Press.

BT B SGER R — TR AMEEEE S5, 2002, 34(3): 300-307.

W%, FETY R SCR AL R K 2 48 SUR T —— LA EE N BI[I]. AhETE 5 5304k, 2018(3): 135-145.

FOEAE. 3f R SCEALARAY R Bl i SI A3 BURI 9T R B R R —— LA sl ia]. MAKE R[], TL75 s EREE,
2019, 19(2): 49-52.

@M, B BREIRBN YR R AL BR 5E SCRFEAT[I]. R 2B D K R (A B AERR), 2014,
31(1): 66-67.

B, R HETERLE B 9eiE R SR 2 SIS X LU i ——LL DEAL WITH F1 COPE WITH JAfil[J]. 4LFHT
B F iR, 2020(10): 14-17.

Jo?esi S. and Sinclair, J. (1974) English Lexical Collocations: A Study in Computational Linguistics. Cahiers de Lexi-
cologie.

Firth, J.R. (1957) Papers in Linguistics 1934-1951. Oxford University Press.

Teubert, W. (2004) Language and Corpus Linguistics. In: Halliday, M.A.K., Cermakova, A., Teubert, W. and Yallop,
C., Eds., Lexicology and Corpus Linguistics: An Introduction, Continuum.

Teubert, W. (2010) Meaning, Discourse and Society. Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB0O9780511770852

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2024.12111025 382 ARG 5


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2024.12111025
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203594070
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511770852

	基于COCA语料库的动词Trigger的扩展意义单位研究
	摘  要
	关键词
	Research on Extended Meaning Units of Verb Trigger Based on COCA Corpus
	Abstract
	Keywords
	1. 引言
	2. 扩展意义单位文献综述
	3. 数据收集及研究方法
	3.1. 研究问题
	3.2. 语料来源
	3.3. 研究步骤

	4. 动词Trigger的扩展意义单位分析
	4.1. 搭配词分析
	4.2. 类联接分析
	4.3. 语义倾向分析
	4.4. 语义韵
	4.4.1. 积极态度的语义韵
	4.4.2. 中立态度的语义韵
	4.4.3. 消极态度的语义韵


	5. 结论
	参考文献

