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Abstract

In the context of the internet, “dog” breaks through the category of nouns and appears in typical
adjective usage. It can serve as a predicate, adjective, and complement, can be modified by degree
adverbs and negative adverbs, can express doubts in the form of affirmation and negation, and can
overlap and appear in special structures. The syntax, semantics, and pragmatic functions of “dog”
have all undergone new changes and expressions. This article summarizes these changes and ana-
lyzes the reasons for them. It is believed that the meaning of “dog” itself is the semantic basis of
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adjectives, the metaphorical mechanism of metaphor is its internal driving force, and the economic
principle of language, the promotion of online media, and the pragmatic psychology of netizens are
external driving forces for its variation.
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