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Abstract

In the process of vocabulary usage, some synonyms undergo semantic neutralization, meaning that
their original distinctions are gradually eroded to the point where they can be used interchangeably
in certain contexts where they were originally non-replaceable. This study examines the diachronic
evolution of the distinguishing features between the synonyms “%” (dai) and “%7” (dai). It finds that
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in contexts such as ~Z (filial piety), ~fR 8% (glasses), #{2~H (wearing stars and moon), and ~3E3L.3)j
(making contributions to atone for sins), the distinguishing feature of the marked item “&” [-lo-
cated at the top of the body or above] can be neutralized by various factors. At the same time, the
usage of the unmarked item “#” is subject to certain conditional restrictions. Understanding these
neutralization phenomena and their underlying mechanisms will help us better differentiate word
meanings and enhance the teaching and acquisition research of synonyms.
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