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Abstract

Using a combination of synchronic and diachronic methods, this study examines the usage and se-
mantic evolution of the modal particle “Bale” at the end of declarative sentences in Dream of the Red
Chamber, and explores the evolutionary relationship between several moods of “Bale”. The usage
of the modal particle “Bale” in Dream of the Red Chamber mainly includes five types: expressing
evaluative tone, expressing concession tone, expressing imperative or exclamation tone, expressing
decisive tone, and expressing promise or affirmation tone. The semantic evolution of the modal par-
ticle “Bale” in Dream of the Red Chamber is the result of the speaker comparing objective situations
with subjective assumptions, conducting linguistic analysis and reasoning, and being influenced by
specific contexts.
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Table 1. The usage of the final modal particle “Bale” in the declarative sentence in Dream of the Red Chamber
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Figure 1. The relationship diagram between the five meanings of the modal particle “just” at the end of the sentence in Dream
of the Red Chamber
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