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Abstract

Disease is an important rhetoric in Lu Xinhua’s works in the new century, and its manifestations are
threefold: first, disease serves as a metaphor for his writing about China, symbolizing the foci of
civilization and showing China’s confusion and hesitation in the face of the world. Secondly, illness
becomes a symbol that runs through the sequence of characters in his novels, functioning as a
speech for action and a springboard for his writing about human nature. Thirdly, illnesses in Lu’s
novels present a vertical meaning structure and their one-to-one correspondence with cultural
metaphors enriches and broadens the world of meaning in the novels. His rhetoric of illness is cen-
tered on its metaphorical nature, and its “action by words” is the basis of its metaphorical existence
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and the language of its effectiveness, while it focuses on the meaning structure of the text it consti-
tutes and its function.
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