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Abstract

This thesis has made a contrastive study of Chinese and English empty categories in the framework
of Chomsky’s transformational-generative grammar in order to inquire the similarities and differ-
ences of the syntactic construction between Chinese and English. There are many similarities be-
tween English and Chinese in NP trace and PRO. In English, NP trace mainly exists in passive and
raising structures. In Chinese, NP trace mainly exists in the “ba” and “bei” sentences. The NP trace in
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both of them is for case checking, and their syntactic constructions are similar. In both English and
Chinese, PRO is regarded as an independent element with its own independent theta-role. The dif-
ferences between English and Chinese are mainly reflected in wh-trace and pro. The wh-trace is more
common in English and exists in phonetic form, while Chinese wh-trace exists in logical form. Eng-
lish has a strong [+wh] feature, while Chinese has a weak [+wh] feature. The use of pro also called
“pro-drop”, which has parameter variation instead of existing commonly. Chinese has “pro-drop”
phenomenon, but English doesn’t, except for special sentences such as imperative sentences and
compound sentences.
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1. 5]

Chomsky (1981)#& 1 1 A iERMM S, il KT ZRIBAAET NSRS MIRZ S HZAERZ S
BB R — R[] (R ARERBT TN 5, RSB A 28 R R AR IR
ZAF ) B SO R SRER LI G . AEDUERNERT I, BiEEA MR R 7ok E Z AR . R
#i& Chomsky HJEE A, ANRHEFHAAEE “Himink” , MAKKES HAIFEEN. NHZEeH
B T2 it — D B S DU ERAE FVETE LB R F . RIE S E S, A7 B RIZGHIAIR 2 45
Ky, FURTASIN . R, B Ar55 BRI TB, PG U B e, LUK BLPIAIE 5 Z ) 5 .
ASCEAEMNIEDOE LRI f L, FH Chomsky (AR s ik BV HE SRR TE 9L DL 22 1 2RI A0 AR A
LNIIPS B Gl =k P S B v neiof e

2. SERIRIRASR
2.1. FEFRIBHEFARNOMR

Chomsky X FZ1ER DRI ME L EA WA —RHA RS, —RES5HIEMRR, hmigHm=
BRI, NEIEERE I, YIERN T RRANE R RS R A E R R . Chomsky (1981)4f
P 18 5 M [+ Anaphor] (45 [xA]) A A [=Pronominal] (4 5 [£P]) W ALAFAER /04T, 251835 AL R IY
FhZRA: NP iEZE. wh-iiZE. PRO. pro [1] (L% 1).

ik

Tablel. Chomsky’s classification of empty categories

F 1 FEERENEELN S

Bzt FE TIER
- (+A, -P) NP if 2
- (<A, —-P) wh- 15 75/ i
= (+A, +P) PRO
g (A, +P) pro
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i

Hodr, NP B, wh-iBZE AL A B, NP 152 EA BNV AS B e, wh-iBZE R A B A 18
RIPEFIFEARIE: T PRO 1 pro HIFEREES /A2 5, PRO RN B4 IERPEAFEAHE, pro B fe0HE T A B
AN . R [EIZEAL I 2515 2 LA R F A5 4E . Chomsky (1981)4E pro 145 5 A ] AR T N (1) B
By, FAE AT AR A S, BT LOE AR AR 24 8% (pro-drop) . SEIEERZ R F E RS RS
KB € VR E 1B IFRRR, BT A FIEA YA, B LLSEE A RV pro. HEILRTAN, SEEASIESR
(RIAEA A A = NP iBZE. wh-iEZEAT PRO [1].

Radford (1997)iky, ANESEHIAMUNEL & WAy, AR (BIER), XEAEREA St
MBS, UL T W[2]. fh#% R Chomsky M2 BRI 1S, JEH I N SIBREFIEIELTRE S
KEEMIEH . Radford (2000)#H:, EAREZ FEAE RS — NS BEEREE I RIEEE L
IR A BB A ) [3]. MAREE 218 PRO S54RI B A A A B ShRE AR AL B 1tk . AR,
Radford i3 1, SiERVFAE RS AH T EIBEHFARKIEE L —M AT FENES, BFKRTNES
AL FIEE SR N FIEES . BB — B2 B ol i XY shia g, ikl “PRO
FABR AR AL /N ] to B, A — AL E T o B DP 454, JFHSHE T O B
TEAEWEHEMARBHELSL, EBARRIFMEE R, © R eI RO v B m 5o AT
A AL [3]

Martin (2001)I\Jy, AL T M S A= [4]. PRO KRS AL AT LLEE 77 A [-tense] AR I 25
IRAZ AT . AR A [tense] RFE M AERT & T BRABE AL, X&KL PRO T LUHATTIER 25
S FETE . AHENE IR S R AEBR 8 T o] DAFEAX B A Ar, St A e A S5 R AR R 2 T AR
RRIEAZ B 2SR AL o 35 AR I A5 40 ) LA [+tense] REAE , T $2 THAER 245406 B A [—tense] RFAE o MR HE AR K1 4%,
PRO R AEHIL/ESHIHAER 20 A) B AEBR  REAEA% £ [+tense]FFiE, (HEIRTHHER &0 A Bk £
XN X o4 il G5 A RIS T ES AR AL T a4, B2 50T DA[+tense] FRF A% A . SEAERf SR U2, [+tense, +finite]
B4, [+tense, —finite]l % & =155, UL K [~tense, —finite] AN AEAZ B AT AR 4507

2.2. EEPEFERNFAR

KFEEME LENEZ i EREE N8 REUN1988)INN: “FriBE BRI E k. X
FIEPAAAE, S RFERPEA T REFER RS [5]. BEAT(L992)4E “Z2siER” BE “2Syums”
Ho5E CE R B VEWHEAE 5 450 o B R f) R A A S bR 1 2 T 3K Y 7 [6] - P FH (1994)
PRl “RpSa) e m NP A28 ER B BUE TEAER, BIEEXR ML BEE NS ERRIAE
By [T]e LiRsE A BARE “asiERK7 [ a7 #HTE X, RISIERR TIES LK 2R, iE
e 1B EEHAMSSR A XA, W CEERT fERT BRI B> . B E TRFH(2004)
KR CHIBERT 5 OB FIARRESR, NG LB SRS RS A X SR
BT TS, WO “RIBRT AT EIER ST SR RN, e R R T DR AN B R g5 A
Jo 7 L L R SR A B 4 [8]

KT VOB TERI S RENE R L4 HIZ1(1994)HE Chomsky FE T~ ENRKIE 1) 25 15 250 25054 A
Gl L BBERAIVNAERSE, XOE T AR S AT R AT AWM E B L S
BRI T, BORTEAE” [9]. 2811, MRBIX M HKITEREEM TIOER, it Bk,
T MBS IE RS EN R BT KRB AT EIBEMEDGEMIE, —RRXTIUET EER 2. HIEE,
FAEAE . AR AR B R DUE HERR 2 AR DUBAA/E PRO IXFh 215 R (L B4R 1E [10]00 W 555 1
AU EATEYCADOE A B XA AMTESFE, SRR TIET KBNS RFEE DT
P, 1) JUEA) TS IER SR TR MBS 2) DOES EIBARE S FiELE. ®IEMEIAN,
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DOB = iE R RS AR EE, ANEEFE K pro. JRT, FRZUM. SEATIN Y, DOE B2 5B R A #R2& AR I,
WA LA pro, HERIEATDUE NSO RN S . EEURER R DOEM S EIES Chomsky 1745152
R EIEARTEAE—FE. Bk, gt T “FRFRA) AR AIE” SR IX A DOE 24 5B 5 Chomsky 178 1
¥, #H52Z, Chomsky ] NP B ZEFIAL I — & e A IRl —Na) F PR B B S SeAT I, il s =ik
WIAAT o BRAIA S XS TEF51(2013) Bl ] 73 FRITE SOEBEI 1 BEXTDUE S IR RIT T 404 “PUESEih 4
PR SO UE A, 24 HAN 2 Shial B AN 05 R AR (O B Bh R . 7 B B E BRI 25), I FLE SC Ll 2
BT FRARRRIESER, M iR EE” [11].

FEEPU LU 78 7 T, B AR (1997) 3 B E Se i S B TR T T, AR “ JEi 2= 18 2840 A AT 45
I ZERRE—FSEACRIZE R [12]. RIZEDGE I 2578 2870 AR RIS S 2 (8]« 4092 Bt Ak ) 2 [0
—MEHIER, POBTERNSHS FIESER NS R NS . YR, SOEREE(2003) I\, B
B IR R AR R B LU AR E SR AR B 2 m 19 2, JRAADUEERES B, JEESEaNER AT
DI s SC[13] 0 /523 (2004) T DL HE I HE BRFAENT, 3200 “ds il BIRANIE & F SRR DL
PRO [ NAFAE, PUEH PRO MR RNIAS BRI N, 12 1 SRR [14].

PAEH— B E W AME S KW s, BN B 80 70K 22 5 rp TS OE 255 2R 1 2 R4,
BT Chomsky 145 B TE IR HEAT JED B SRAVENT LUAFF 7T (e, A SO M IZEE R, SN SiE 2Rt
BT AV b, DLE— PR R D A 5 S 1R 2R 7 T =R .

3. ENTBAXMEDHR

PB B RMPUE IR Z MFEE AN FRINR . DUEH BB RIERN FE . G0, JHBE%
A FJe TEESARGB)HIHESR N ANESIE, I, DUEZIAAFES V2 ILMERAE, Rt 23
AR BAMERAE. X TIEZEER, A NP RZL[+A, —P]. PRO [+A, +P1HI wh-F2fii[-A, +P], TIHIEZ
TERAZE, BT NP BAL[+A, —P]. wh-BA7[-A, —P]. PRO [+A, +P1# pro [-A, +P]. gt/ it, BUERAIDE
A NP 5. PRO Al Wh-iBIE, PUKEHSEES A pro. A ORI 16 = Fh 81l 2 i M DU Ah PR 251
s, 1T A WA ) s EAE R AE NP B AL AT PRO,  AN[F] 1 3 BABILLE wh-iE 25 Al pro.

3.1 FTXZFELHER R

3.1.1. ENTIERE NP BAL LR R

FEEE T, NP A7 T ZAFAE TR BT b AEDGE T, NP RS AL T2 Z 50 A AE “ 407 A 1 “ 47
ARG . B

(1)a. The child; was beaten t;.

b. XANEZT i BAT 1 e

(2)a. Hej is likely t; to leave.

b. AT AR TER T

W EiR T, (1)a A B AR 3] T 5555 NP B4, 1(2)a FAIRSETHES T3] 7 NP #47. (1)b
FPGE “#” FR)2H NP #2402, (2)b FHEGE “38” FA) 23 NP &AL,

(D)a. [+ [neThe childi][+[-was][ve t"i[v-beaten ti]]]].

TEBE: <the child, t';t>

Fif “Thechild” RH V*, “beaten” JyBahzhial, 1T a0 pI#sIIEEM AT —A “BKshia ",
BARNEAMERLER THAL, Bt “beaten” JoizA% e “The child” HI#%fz, “The child” Jo V'IA
HiG M B2 1 [Spec, VPIALE , tHT[Spec, TPIAL B A M, # “The child” 3231 1 #%IKzh X4 # 2 1 [Spec,
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TPILE . NP AERALEIREF BT 125 LL “The child” JA%e4Tia HIIHEE to

(Db. [relne E A% T il [r[r past] [velne Uilv #2 pess 77 7 61111

HEE: <@, U,

Eb 1, EIE CEANET7 RE VP A, B RS AR, AT 77 IR T SR AME
PIRghL. Rk, A TRHMTHEAAZ R, VP NEH NP #2233 1 [Spec, TPIRIALE DA% A Hopast] T B FE4E15
o, CEBIN NP 5HE T RIELE K — %54

AT LUE , JEEREh i NP AL S DGER) “43h” g5t i) NP B A ARl it 2 . =38
() NP F2 AL AR 52 2 TR OAE, O 7T A% & . IR ST 18, (1)a HiEZE “The child” 2 HzhiA
SPECHIN E HIE. Jef7iE “The child” JEAEBITAIE, TRLE T K [Spec, TPIIA B . K5, H
B NP AL R TE B 4595328 “ The child,” #5& BUCHLB .

T RN R 2L 53 M (2)a F1(2)b £

(2)a. [crlne Heilis likely[+p t; to leave]].

EEE: <He, t>

(2)b. [rplne FAT idl[7 1E pasd [t 1Y k[velv- 58 T 1l

EEE: <A o <fElk o >

(2)a ‘o, 5HENEH—FF, NP B AL ESRTHE5 4 /2 32 B IR A6 ) 7 # A, I H A RefF B EE NP,
TPIWALE . NP [ Fi# A H 5 HaBE @ aE f) ek TigsE, i 518728 t REMEMETmt. £%
EEVUREN, 1EE He B0 H)H 1 He &%, Kk, (2)a MBS 5L R IE 8, HAFEN[+A, —P]. NP
FENLAE DS “H” PRI IR SRS 7E(2)b 1, “1Elk” & V'EIW E B &, SREFA673] T [Spec,
AgroPIAr B H 2“8 17 ATARAZ A . BRIk Rl A, FEDGES <7 AT, NP AR RN T
MFEALBEATRZ S . L NP R4z, 45 5 A AL T3 - B K 44 03R48 T AL, X FFA LR
I, FERTEE M, SEE NP B AL S5 PGER) “487 FA)H i NP A A ME AL #5238 TRIRAE, N
T TR A% A
3.1.2. #XZTIBAKFAE PRO LRI

PRO 248 IAE R A B AL E EMAESR . PRO EHME: PRO NMIFZRIEHE . (E1H A SO 440
J71, PRO 5 NP BALANE, PRO B A FATATRAL . PUE I FETE 1) 21528 1E PRO b B A AHIME:
TR R T SEDE PRO A

(3)a. She; is reluctant to PRO; leave.

b. A8 PRO; BN — % R4

7E(3)a ', PRO M ALTvAZ B FEMAIE,  “She” JNJeATiA, Jf Hidik /) Hh 1 8 #2560 H A%
fii. “is reluctant” HM ML IC:  “the experiencer” A1 “proposition” , fEA]H, “she” X “the ex-
periencer” , “to leave” XM “proposition” . i PRO A “leave” it Jt, & —MHALI LR . FrLL “She”
A “PRO” TiEEHUIERE. (3)b FI()a MAHAMUUNE. FE@)b 1, “48” B—AEHhid, BT “uik
X7 B, #IB)b o “Ah” FTLAEAE PRO HI%64TA, (H2EK PRO RAMSIHE T . K, it
FEHEFILZADOET,  “PRO” #i/e —MMALMIcER, HAMILKEITH .

e LIRS IRIS A, JENFIAIE S E NP B PRO F 5 H A MIA 5. 76 NP iELF, Lt
BRI AP AR, ERDOER 307 TR Y Fa), #HEZER TR, R TR AL
%58, XFFE Chomsky HIERELAIR IR . PRO ARG AZEEE, JEAARAL, HHEDGES PRO #HA
ST PR R T A £
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32. NEBRNERM
FE A A % Tk 1 R ILLE wh-iE BRI pro P77 .

3.2.1. TWXFTIBHRE wh-iFE LHMERM

ESEIE T, wh-iE 8 i 5E ) A) F F) wh-$2FF72 4 . T PGE T wh-58 i) A) AN S TR T, T2
TEJRAL o

(4)a. What; did he say t;?

b. fhit 442

(4)a Bl B E)F Lo 3 B n F

(4)a. [cPWho; didy [iphe [1- t [ve say ti]]]]?

E4E: <Who, t>,<didy, >

1E(4)a F1, wh-BAL2& M VP [N B 5 B[Spec, CP], F£8¥ K TiBZ. B MSEATIA “what” %
BRAREAE, (A AR AR oo M, BRONHAEE t thahia “say” #% A& HAGAL. Chomsky (1995)
AN, A FAE RN BLAE T & D A R o Se Aia] e Hroade G I, AR5 483 D-45 /A0 S-45 i itk N &
HAMEENA. FRARLZRNT B 6) 7, MEHXEAKEN, E£ERANEHSE, WEHM
WA BT e AR T8 R G B R R AL R AR B, WA IEE I, Xl R
AT NEBLEL RS, FRENEE RS £@)b F, wh-FEiE “f4” HEFRERM, WA wh-ik
175, AR ABEDGE 1) wh-F A0 Ak T8 0 o A A S5 i) wh-FLE B AL, MPOEAFE? XA
BEAAFNE S I DhgetE 01l C BT A FI[+wh]FHER SR ISR AR . JiER C HAMm+wh]fFiE, H
wh-E 7 R A TR ) C FAT S5 [+wh]lRefiE,  Br DAL wh-plir i AR AE R AL . AT W, wh-B AL AN & —
T S ), T AEAS RIS & R RIS HR L.

T DA Bt b ay DR B TR RN POE 1) wh-FE A7 1 28 S AE T R wh-BB i AR FRR—A R
JE SR DGE ) wh-F8 AL WA AE T2 80 . wh-B ALk IS8 L, il wh-BA01E S, 1
POE AR wh-BALES .

3.2.2. FNZERIE pro LHERM

pro A A AT AN EAEACTR A G, — BUFAE T TR SR ARG S SR I U R w s 5
A DOARE s in S HEN H EIERARR Ve, BEERHE, BITYEAFTE . BORRIERXFEVF pro fF7ERIES
PR A IS E B EIETE 5 o pro A2 A ME R B AL A2, e PRO —FE HHJE RS 70 7728
I H A R BE € shia g AL E . pro /LA h RAEFE IR Ak ARid, BA[-A, +PIRHE, FMZE54EA
R AR N H 2. ARG IFA R — PRI R, T R SHRN . FAE P AELE pro, TE
FRAELE pro. .

(6)a. /NTH[NFFE W pro 1.

b.* John said [Mary saw pro].

(Na. /NT #i[pro REXNZE],

b.* John said [pro like Mary very much].

fE(6)a ), AR E R EEERE, EDOE T XFERRE G, MIEES 1 6)b i wat
FESIEA E, WMREAIT AR SHAMEL EFE@)a iR AL T & o A r EiEA B Bz afs
BPCERERN, MEEFI (7)o AEA G MEUEY, DUE STV pro FIfFFE, JLENA Y. H2
FESR KM AR 7 A)rh, pro A SRVFAFAE. BilH:

(8) [pro]Give me an apple.
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(9) John saw Mary and pro said hello to her.

LAB) NI, “Give” &—A=Jjudhial, HA=AEnAE, Haa)THHEA “me” M “apple” FHA
BT t, Hizt ek N7 BUcER RS — 2, AT A TR E — MRS kT pro.

5 Haegeman (1994) /4.  “ Al LLABRIEAR FIEMIE S /2 pro IIRIE S 7 - FHEAI T U0EH KEAE
TERITE E AR TR T pro ByE IS A4 —[15]. Huang 2£(1989)ik A, Chomsky f%¥ 8 25K 73 F T 1)
i, AT DLE S pro V1R 5 [16]. 10 Xu (1986) A5 75 7€ YL, ANy Chomsky )4 TERER IR
AT UOE, gl 7 AR EERR 7], IR E1997) M N PUE M IR —#E, AR T pro ik
WHE, PrSiERERDOE PR AFAER[12]. RSO N DUE P AFAE TS pro. B DUE [R5 AU
RZFERRE RS, TIEMRIES RSN EE AR P BEERHE, ERDUE ] DRI B SR
BT T AR R .

IR AR, SRS AR TR R I 2 e T EAAILAE wh-TE IR pro ISANJTTE . 7E wh-iEZEH,
JEER) wh-FS A R EAAAE T 5 b, MoGE B2 A TEAT, wh-B A et B S8,
JHE e wh-B A8, MIGENAE wh-B A28 5. X TUH 254 pro FiER, HATFHAEARZ S
W, ASCANHTIOERAESINE, BISGER pros 1M pro EJGEH 2 ARG ML, Y {Ea)MIEs]
)RS

4. &

ARSI Chomsky & #i 4 pER Ve 1 A1 FEXS LU /)M 1 S PUS T SRAE AVET7 T 0 5 ), 32 P L L o 5 3k
AR IR HIEE UK A AT BV X S PUEAT PR 25 SR AR EL o i o SE0AE NP 4240 PRO J7 T HAT 8%
FRAE, TTAE wh-F6 (2 AT pro J7 T FAT 82 AR EE M ) 22 57 - NP 5 328 A1 A2 S8 B e sh RO AR T 45 4
WP AAEDOE N T R g Fa)rh, HARAEMIL, H NP BALEGE N VT % & . 1R
FEPEH, PRO AR R — ML TR, i B ML ST A (. wh-F2 A0 7 S8 o ELECH WL
T E WP TE K b, TDGE B wh-ii 3 2 B2 R, H wh-B L AE Se 0 2S5
e, JEiE 2 BA SRHWhIRHERITE 5 TDGUE 2 BA 9 [+whRHERITE 5 . pro FEEIAEDGE S, JEEA
FEVFAE pro, HAA AR A EIER AT
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