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Abstract

Silence, a representative work of the 20th century Japanese Catholic literary figure, Endo Shiisa-
kudisplays a typical intertextual characterization, a narrative technique in which religious history
and reality interact. Endo Shusaku takes the protagonist Rodrigo’s change of faith as the main axis
of the novel, linking up four types of characters: God, martyr, apostate, and pagan. He quotes, imi-
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tates, and metaphorically interprets classical and historical texts to create a new and unique sev-
enteenth-century Nagasaki text, and builds a multifaceted intertextual and intercultural space
between the novel’s text, religion, and history. An intertextuality that transcends the text is cre-
ated between Rodrigo and the footprints on the iconostasis of the Nagasaki church, the historical
Sicilian missionary Kayla, the Biblical Job who questions God’s “silence,” the outcast Kichijiro who
represents the weak, and the motherly God that is unique to Japanese culture. This narrative
strategy brings formal playfulness and emotional delayed gratification to the work.
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