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Abstract

Saussure’s theory of linguistic sign has a profound impact on modern linguistics, semiotics, and a
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wide range of humanities and social sciences. This paper further analyzes and discusses Saus-
sure’s theory of linguistic sign from multiple dimensions. The results show that Saussure’s lin-
guistic sign has rich connotations. First, language is a semiotic system; second, linguistics belongs
to semiotics; third, linguistic sign is the combination of signals and signification. Arbitrariness
and linearity are the two basic principles of Saussure’s linguistic sign. Iconicity is discussed lin-
guistic sign from the perspective of combinational linguistic sign, which cannot shake the position
of Saussure’s arbitrariness principle of linguistic sign. The linearity of linguistic sign is the founda-
tion of the formation of linguistic system structure. Saussure’s linguistic sign has the characteris-
tics of sociality, psychology, systematism, stability, variability and universality. From the perspec-
tive of influence, Saussure’s theory of linguistic sign not only clarified the research object of lin-
guistics, but also laid the theoretical foundation of modern semiotics, promoted interdisciplinary
cross-study, and constructed the core framework of structuralism. It can be seen that the connota-
tion, basic principles, characteristics and significance of Saussure’s linguistic sign largely reflect
the foresight of his perspective on language.
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