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Abstract

Polysemy is an important area of linguistic research. At present, the research on polysemy in gen-
eral English has made some achievements, but there is little research on polysemy in business
English. Based on the Economist, this paper uses the research method of qualitative analysis to
explore the evolution of business English word meaning from the perspective of prototype theory.
It is found that metaphor and metonymy as cognitive mechanisms of semantic extension can be
used to infer specific meanings of professional words in business English through prototype
theory and meaning chain. This study deepens our understanding of business English lexis.
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1. 5|

2 AR EILRE SR, Bk TSRS WATE. QUETEMRIETE, 1R TEEE 2
FEVE S 7 NSRS BORE S A A2y 2ot B . L2 SR A AT 3, 2 U 2 AATTHE— A
RO RO R AR Ae, T &I Wi AR S B[], — 1A 2 X (polysemy) &4 —FrliL 1 3(
A A B LA _EAE BRI 3T, Rosch Eleanor #5 i, fEINAIE 524, — M 2N LITA &
IEmE, 2 %I K5 ERE[2]. FEIZuBE T, A — M e R SO, 1 At ST BUZ A L3
NS, @A FILEI (0, Barer. e, dhAe. BARMLaE) Rk, o, Famay ML i
TSI F B IRNBE AL o AR AR 38 2 LB G RE vy, P I i A W 7 A LA 2 5 A
IR, WMl R UL, — 7 2 SUEANRIVEE N [ 9R] SCHE F T DUEE e g M v R e

R E DU Ry BB SR ) — 18] 2 SO TE, P 55 2B R iz I T I R IR AN T . T
U, ASCET (AN RE, RAEWR SIS ITIE, IR B EmE PG A A PR 1 55 9 15 al i o
(8 AN SRR AR I R o B AR NATIX R 55 938 rh — 0 2 CILBAAR, IR 2038 B0 SR R 55
R SR

2. Mkt

Ji Y S A —YEE  B BAR ARER, TS I D R 0T . O B B [E] 231
A R S B TR 2 SRR, T A AR 5 S A — e AR LR [3]. R AE R BRI A =AM R
1) [Fl— R P AN [ B R A AN 45, A R R A 2R 2 48 o TR %O P B LR R R R, B
REARIILIX ASVE R RE Ao 2) 1 ST I PR AN 58 (14 o Y W50 5 00 T S0P RSB P A 45587 1l R B 25 5
HENJEWE T AL, AN WARAR b o AR BEANE S5 . 3) UM B — AR B SR L X 2 i
R A BN EEEE, IATAEROEE — S dLm/R R, T S0X A S I SR A A o

20 {40 50 FFAX, FRAMEIIS E R . Wittgenstein £ Ludwig (1953)I\ 4y, 7 [F)— B4 s A 7E
FHAAATE R 2%, 3K — B R A BE WS M ELBC 2R . Eleanor (1975)38 5L J5 AL pl 2 AR R s A 9 Jg 17
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WFFE R RIUERIER G, RO R, PR R B R B8 2 AT 2145, BRI 2R T IR B a3t
ZHEIS NN FTE S L S 0 X, RIRE R .

AR, X R A e, RS Ja RGBS Rt — P Kk B . Hatch A1 Brown (2001)
Ny, WREEIER S, ANE BRI e E L ERAFASER, MOZA — A X T E RO E . X
Wk A R 5 AT — N % . Boers AT Lindstromberg (2008)\ g, — i 22 SGE I A KIALHI 0. EIGAR
R, By AT A5, M5 L Y0 0 [ F1 G B

b Ans, FREE IR A IE RS, ME EWE . IR Gh R S T R U LR s RS A
HxF HHETHITE . MRE L Tk /D A3 (1998) M A% Ge ik 4 A I 2R B 4 5 7 TG o0 A 17 3R] R0 SCIa i, FEIEad xo b 4y
MTVRIE T J5 B W0 IR o 4035 55 (2000) 2 tH T e “ gy - JEg R 0460, JRiie 7R AL
HIRAETE T ZUF 7 TH I R

X BRI 7 RS LA BEAVC #0802 SCAIRF7E N B . SRI00,  FH RS E 8 SR AT 7 7 45 V8 e Hh i — 1 22
NHAZ W, ARSCHIBEFAEIETETE W B A T, HF BRna A 4% 0 1 g o8 SCE HR PRI AT i ) 78 45 94
] AR S AR

3. HipHEZS

ASCAE R S5 SR I IE 3 I D0 nite: 1) RS 2) RAMXTRZ IS 3G 3) AR
WIS 2 4) AR ORI 5518 3o ARSOHr i SR R B (252 N) X AT Sk
AR, IR MBREARE AT G 57k, 2T RIS, SR 1 AR R SO —iH]
2 LG5 SR 551 LubE 2 [ AR &R, DL SUAEANFRIVES A IR 51 HOd AR . SEEIERT, fERI 5515
T b, R 9% U] SO I R AR R AR AR, DL ER IR AR S 10 77 sUM R R SO AT A H R

3.1 INHER

—1 % SGRFRAE —ME B R A A B M ERER A . — 172 X (polysemy)k B 75 it 15
“poly-” B “WE”, “semy” B “URL” B CENT o mHEBERAEAT S, ZROAREE
MG S PR — RIS, Bl —AiE SRR 2R R EA R & X [4].

JEAYJERE B T B — 38 2 OB AEA RN 1 SE B R T s b BRI, A% 58 EAK
DR AT H B

RN AR LAR AR D G B, G G AR S 2 A 1 DY T\ 5 R O3 LY R R . IR AR B
SR EARST, A SCREIE B ARG B DR o R [R] T SV N AN R SE 53 SO IR &R, TR 11 R S
TR BAT RIS T BIORAE — A B GBI AT AR e, 32zt 28 3 S5 I SO /. 7RV
BT, BRGNS 2R IR BT SRR E R [5] . M0 5 2, FE58— AR B
BT RE R PSR Ik, DASESRHE, BRI Al k.

SEEST AR, BB R SRS R SCRT DL REANIRA & SCHIULES,  JF HL R BRI (1 /& A R R A
PRERE, A REANIRA S UG HAT— 8 SO, g — 2 2k Bk . AR BT 108 SCRTIB I 21 5 5L,
HIEH 2 %A BRI R RS BRE VIR, 12— 2 LR A ROA R B. 2R
T, XA R A AR AR TR

3.2. INEHHLE

e b, BT R BRI A RO RMETE T JRITT, DA RNIE 5 2 DA gl R e v 2 79 o 2
RN FI R, — 1A 2 S0P AT IR, BIA R AA R 22 18] LR R — AR AN R 2R
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ZIAAFAEAE RGNERER[6]. — i) 2 SUX A AR TE LE RS AL X Py A R Y oy SEAR OB 2R . BRI, B2
Wiy AN M 72— 1] 22 SCILGR DA S0 SO A ke A B E (7]

PEJR WS R N, AR NFEARTERERINREY) . NATE 5 7R B Sy, BEE A3k
TSN ASWTIGIN LA S a8 R, N RBLE R K AN R IR T BAR S Bk, Ty 3
TRNES, BRI R R R, Rl Rk i & SO — /M 55 1) B AR [8], X TRk 1
TS UL S A, BB .

EFAE T, KE W IEARTEE R HA R HE. L “head” IXANMFEH, A &P & AR IBAL
R - [E 2% 70 1 (head of state) BUR 1 fidi(head of government). 71 1 (head of page). B\ & (head of a queue).

ARSI ] . Beharl . SRmARTIERIAT I, H 2 RGeSk, X ek i 1 AT
(AT AFIEAR[9] o HE T SORARIMEIX — J5 0], BRma i S PSR I8, SR MRS AR IS s 25 5 .

SRR, R B i) A R I MR R . M A, — AR, — A
— S EA LR, HEAERIARIEAEE G TR R A SO E R &, ot
s E M. i, AR, JECRIERE “hand” , el OKFE7, XIEAEELR, T RANE Rk
BT ARG . ARKFEM ERACERIZNT . BTN “Hi 77 X—&n, FRERMK, K
BB 7 “hand” A1 “OKF7 IX AN R R AE BRI A .

R, WA MR BRI T, WA A W, R 2 s (s
PR, BRI — A CIAT DARER 55— T,

MR DL B dr, AINEINE & M FET T — 10 2 SR, AT DLLEFRATT 1 g e e A L, B —ii 2
SO A S R R I DA SR R S ) HAth SCAE Y, L R % i £ 3 YR SRR A R AR .

4. BHFIFIAE XARKINRS T

JERAEIE PR AE 70 M G 55 Il — 18 2 SCRV B SERE, T DU R — 1V AN [R] SCIUE B SR 45
oG 95 SR TR 4 T SCAE PR 388 o JeE e i 2 W T RS S5 e BB PR S 5%

Geeraerts Ay, JEZYYEBEERIGAE 0T — 1] 2 SCRLAE Ao ¥ B A T R B3 E A TR S P A D R AR
f— R A S EMAG R, BAAZEMOE. F— i iRl 0 AR R A RS AL, A LR AT e B
HE, —MEBFEE S T A EERL X, A ERA KA %[10]

AT B TR S S — i 2 IR S IRBTERE P IR G R . FES T 1 2 Rk
AT IS e b T e, AP T S F AR R R B B

4.1. BaMy
4.1.1. NEAFZIHSE

(1) Those moves are still being digested by financial institutions. Only in crypto have large firms been in real danger,
with some lending platforms, exchanges, and hedge funds going bust.

—The Economist

“hedge” — ] 11 i X2 “a row of bushes or small trees planted close together, usually along the edge of a
field, garden/yard or road” ; #RiM, £ FIRRGSEEY, “hedge” 5 “funds” —dCHy L “XfrhHes” X
—1A4H, [A] “lending platforms” . “exchanges” M, 2RI BEEREM, LE R 55 J0ms, AR H “a way
of protecting yourself against the loss of something, especially money” 7451 . 1T HAE & R &
ORI, T E bR SRR IR T B, WA —E MR E M, B R “hedge” MY
Y0 P 37 30 2 S DA S ) 07 B B R 25 YR (R R 45 e
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(2) Qiao Liu and Alan Siu of the University of Hong Kong calculate that the average return on equity of unlisted private
firms is fully ten percentage points higher than the modest 4% achieved by wholly or partly state-owned enterprises.

—The Economist

EX TR E T, “listed” 22— ANEAW, JFGE “HAINGRBadRT R, @k e 7 =X
AR AE R MVAB BE R “ AEIE SR AC % BT BT 7, BRI “relations to or denoting companies whose shares are quoted
on the main market the London Stock Exchange” , % SUIEH B SR A A F (A TFIEW . WinfE2. STt
AR . X HL “unlisted” ZFREAREAR TGO, X B 2 A — AN EAREE S (B A\ 44 B A
FE B T ML A B R R (A W] BT ) RSB

(3) The summer of 2020 is the deadline by which negotiators tasked with working out how to tax multinationals that sell
digital services—the backbone of the modern economy, from Amazon to Zoom—are supposed to agree on a solution ac-
ceptable to the world’s major economies.

—The Economist

“backbone 1] i X 4&“the row of small bones that are connected together down the middle of the back”.
MTEI% T %85, HA T “the backbone of the modern economy” iX—i4l, i FIRIE 2585 [H A ] &
—NE KB X E GRS . X HL, K “backbone” MJE A EES W@Wﬁ%%ﬂmyﬁﬁTﬁ
THRARZ G EENE, FAMEX — BAMESIR . £ Z SRR, X2 S PR R BRI,
HH Dl e 14 B GAE M ) AR T 72

4.12. WHFZRE—M

Within the wider business world, a man who liked to see himself as a hippy, permanently in revolt against big compa-
nies, ended up being hailed by many of those corporate giants as one of the greatest chief executives of his time. That was
partly due to his talents: showmanship, strategic vision, an astonishing attention to detail and a dictatorial management style
which many bosses must have envied.

—The Economist

TR S5 N ) “revolt” MERIE S SRR 55 & SR AR R 2 B iy B S8 FE LA . R S “a violent
action taken/by a large group of people against the rulers of their country because they want a different system
of government” , JEH M TG IX —FrR B F[11]. 7ERISEmES,  “revolt” 7S SCIE B B PRI
BIEANHE, B AR TR XU AR5 85 SR RO E A . X B BRI R SOt RO B T R
IR, SRR KA 7] IR S . AERX AT, “revolt” —ia] R SORIE S, A
E S A R RVE R SE IR, PR AR 3 — T8 SCAE R AR AR TR 1 1 A B 2

4.1.3. N6 BIETiE)

In the last months of his premiership, Tony Blair acceded to a European directive on renewables that requires Britain to
generate 15% of its energy from renewables by 2020, an almost eightfold rise. It is hard to imagine the target being achieved,;
it is, alas, easy to imagine a lot being spent in failing to meet it.

—The Economist

BT REARRZME S, “in” (8 SOETT IR Ry @ 20 H A meel, Gl e, 2h1E. RA.
FAF AR I BRI o TEIXBOR,  “in” —id WA IR SR 3 7R S, RIARAIE L, “In
the last months of his premiership” F/REAR I E AR SRS LN H . By “in” — 16 fE 5O s 17
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AR AN TE], T2 RRAR AR . AR B, JRATTRT DA FY 2 8] e SORBE A AR I fh R iR
ARSI R S, FTRAERX A7 rf, gt — A A EAR S ORI 55 SRR

4.2. My
4.2.1. NEBS BBk

(2) In his trade war with China, President Donald Trump appears to have the upper hand. The new tariffs his adminis-
tration unveiled this week, which will raise the share of Chinese imports subject to levies to at least 44%, are unlikely to
dampen America’s sizzling economy, or to boost inflation by much. Though some firms will be disrupted, most Americans
will not notice the damage. China, however, is under pressure. Its growth seems to be slowing and its stock market is down
almost a quarter from its peak in January.

—The Economist

“hand” — 1A 8 & SCRIR T AR K S A, SFE TR W ERoR N FMafE,
WS, R B, EZESIES T,  “hand” — 3 TR — 230 5 SCULRE T D ROAL A A 5 443
37 S R BB DX — BN, FEAE H R 55 S O BB OUI) B4, IF R iR 41 “ upper hand”
o SOR “AEFE G B i RS L R R, RIL T B B AR R . EIXEL, “have the upper
hand” JFEANE FAET B, TRSR E X Z FF A RS . XATRE 7RSS b E A S b, U
FAEFHEARIIAL . “hand” B SRR 55T FAE R, AR BT o s SOF
AFEINLE, ARG, AT . fln, 5 “trade war” 43¢, DOASE 5 e J2 45 75 % 7
EEMGF. ik,  “hand” FEIZR 551N BITE S HE B R 40 S A .

(2) Yoshinoya, a chain of Japanese restaurants which endeared itself with protesters after running a Facebook ad that
seemed to mock heavy-handed Hong Kong policemen, faced a backlash when it deleted the ad and the boss of its Hong
Kong franchise-owner told two newspapers that he had taken part in pro-police rallies.

—The Economist

fE EIR )T, “newspaper” 1] SCAE HA 2 3 1 B g () DA LA SEE R o« FEE U2 “a publication
consisting of a number of large sheets of folded paper, on which news, advertisements, and other information is
printed” . “newspaper” 5 “told” —ialEH, AHEAE L, M5 HA AU —EER i ki &
HREEE, MR o SZRSSIEBIIRNT, AR — " i 5 2 ) I 5% IR AR A% 0] 15 SCIE o R
Iy EREAA . HIX A SRIB A R T 5 v B A 5 SR SEBLRT, 140 “pro-police rallies” , XF&H] 1At
S EAFRIASGNE, B AR M) AL T SCHE H R R S AR

4.2.2. HEEEIERS

In a 2°C warmer world, the percentage of direct asset losses covered by insurance would need to be raised to compen-
sate for the losses from climate change - fueled storms. Depending on how tropical storms evolve with a shifting climate,
insurance policies would need to cover 58% to 84% of direct asset losses—not 50%, the historical average. These numbers
“seem within reach,” said Otto.

—The Economist
“cover” ff Jii 3L /& “to be or serve as a covering” , i i FE i 4E HH 24 “to include someone or something” .

TEZAIF,  “cover” —idl/5ERPE “direct asset losses” , 3z FH 4 ar A BRI I 4E B 3 4 hixX — JR AR T 5,
TR NSRG4 7 o TR0 55 SCA T, (RIS 5 i 55 FOVE I AR B e A iy & 2R T ARk,
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“cover” FRon IR IR ARG UM TE S RIS & S “cover” — 1] MHFIE S SHE HIONRS
8 AT T e bR AL R, TR T B SR ) B AR

4.2.3. MNEAKEHS

This scramble can often end in disappointment. The Peter principle, developed by Laurence Peter for a book published
in 1969, states that workers get promoted until they reach their level of incompetence. It makes perfect sense. If you are good
at your job, you rise up the career ladder. Eventually, there will be a job you are not good at and at that point your career will
stall. The logical corollary is that any senior staff members who have been in their job for an extended period are incompe-
tent.

—The Economist

“ladder” FcG 18 FH L33 1) 4% 3] & X, B “a piece of equipment for climbing up and down a wall” .
XAJEFH “ladder” FT4H1E “rise up the career ladder” , & 1 %%06r 3R] SUIE BHLA, 3 H KR T-iX
— HAS SUE ORI & TR i RS, it “ el A E P S 3D 1B BLsi 427 o “ladder”
DABEF il 3, 1 DY RREOR A RS 3G, iRl rf, mfh & CES R A BT R IE 8 LA T Rix—3t
Mgk, (EEmdfEd, RE T @S Lo, TRRCT R,

5. INGE

AR ST [ Xt ] ST R REHEAT ARAE , 20 D IR I R« ARFIR 21— B DL 22 [ 1 IS A] 5
R 73 B AR B SR« DBEARTES T3 LS GBS 20 B A 4K o DA g AL g 9 A LA, ASCHRD 1 (4
Dreg N ) B SRR 51 4 7 55 1B BT T B3R SCAE FRE AR, R AR A B R B A . W DUACEIL, TR A L gy
FEBR AR I 1270 55 SR T A SO H b A8 B o BRAR — ] 22 SO 98 SCE B LA B 15t
HHEAT IR FEIN AR, R AUANAH OQ A8 SCRISEE Bl — AR (KA 4%, AT SEBL “ A1 3 SR
AL 2] B CRARLI O BRI, XFE, TR A B AR T2 .

ARSCHIEFUAT BTt 400 55 5% 2 3 SR N B AR 76 95 96— 1] 22 SCIL BRI BRAR LR, T3l e An
WCEWE R RA €M SR BT A Va0 A 2 B R A S AL, T RS 55 s — 1A 2 X
g, NRNNCIZ R BB 05 CEEAT (1, DR L0 8 e 5l R SR A G, 28R DU AL SO 0
iz FH B AL i A ROATL AR EE — 0 2 f LA 5 3L, AT A — 1) 22 SCER R BN RN UM 2% (544, 2010:
101) 3XFE, ZEAT ABR AR T FAR IR A SO R 558 SCRIAR IR &, AT R SRTE SO 2% o AT SCIRA 45 1 £
JE ARG S AN AR — 1] 2 AL ST B AR 30 AMOE 722 AERIE 2] B, e 12

SE
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