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Abstract

Starting from the theory of constructions, this paper analyzes the construction “Not a bit of (X)”at
the component, syntactic and semantic levels. It explores the multifaceted origins of this construc-
tion’s emergence and elucidates its underlying syntactic and semantic mechanisms. The emerging
construct “Not a bit of (X)” consists of the variant “X” and the constants “not” and “a bit of”. Notably,
“X” exhibits a wide range of variations, encompassing verbs, adjectives, and nouns, as well as mo-
nosyllabic and polysyllabic forms, thus realizing cross-category variation. In the process of com-
bining variables and constants, complex semantic connotations are presented. Meanwhile, “Not a
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bit of (X)” is given a new construct meaning in the new era of the Internet, which is blended with
the traditional construct meaning, reflecting its polysemy. This construction has the pragmatic
function of highlighting the subjective evaluation attitude, and its semantic formation mechanism
can be summarized as the core elements of construction polysemy, contrastive focus broadening,
focus balancing, construction suppression, and dialectal base.
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FATH O] [HEARRRE SCR L BERENZM 4417 — R A T A B i ke ik, 55— RN LH4
o R AMT IS M, UK “X AT /7 XM EEE B AT LML R,
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