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Abstract
The “What this says” discourse marker plays a key interactive role in conversation, and its main
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function is to express negation. In content, when “What this says” is used, it often means that the
speaker disagrees with or denies the previous speaker’s point of view, reflecting a difference in
the two sides’ cognition of something. On the emotional level, the mark may express dissatisfac-
tion or blame for the previous speaker, conveying a negative emotional attitude and further hig-
hlighting the speaker’s subjective position. In fact, the formation of the discourse mark “What this
says” is gradually completed in the synchronic level of modern Chinese. From the initial reminder
to the negative content, and then to the negative feelings of dissatisfaction and blame directed at
the former speaker, this evolution process not only reveals the functional changes of discourse
markers, but also reflects the dynamic and interactive nature of language use. From the perspec-
tive of interaction, this paper explores the negative function of the independent discourse mark
“What this says” and its formation motivation, aiming to reveal its important role and evolution
mechanism in conversation.
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FERIAR(2012) [9]. H7534(2018) [10]&5 FTiA Al o MWAIVEAFE R, IXFa] o Bt 2 BRI AN T : 1
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2, X EMRZIER S TS MR SCRAEXUT ISR B RN . SIEHMEM, A B —
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b: X EBLEY (oo ) AR AT LR RNFA A ? R X 284G, 7 (BCC iEAHE)
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I A i SR AR 23— 2D A AL AT . 9

16)a:  “4RIETHIT, TEA—EDRAEA. 7
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