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Abstract

From the perspective of interaction, this paper discusses the function of independent use of “what
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you say” in position expression and its formation reasons. As a reactive component, it often con-
veys a negative evaluation stance in practical use, which can be directed either at the content of
the discourse or at the appropriateness of the discourse. When it comes to the content of the dis-
course, “see what you say” is often followed by a subsequent sentence, which is used to express the
opposite point of view, negate the other side’s presupposition or question its reasoning; When it
comes to the appropriateness of the discourse, it can be accompanied by a follow-up sentence to
lead the other person to further explanation, or it can be used alone to end the current topic. The
formation of this negative evaluation position function is not only driven by the politeness prin-
ciple and strengthened by the context absorption, but also closely related to the meta-linguistic
evaluation characteristics of the spoken verb “to speak”.
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