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Abstract

Chinese character differentiation refers to the phenomenon of creating new characters based on
the original glyphs in order to share some of the functions of the original glyphs. Based on the
careful observation of the phenomenon of Chinese character differentiation and the insights from
the existing studies, we find that cognitive linguistics can also essentially elucidate the intrinsic
mechanism of the occurrence of Chinese character differentiation. In this paper, we discuss the
manifestation of metaphorical thinking in the derivation of lexical meanings and the analogy of
word forms in the occurrence of differentiated characters, and finally conclude that cognitive
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thinking plays an important role in the differentiation of Chinese characters.
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Figure 1. Lexical derivation results chart
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Figure 2. Derivation of the meanings of the words “yuan” and “yi”
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