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Abstract

Image schema theory is one of the important theories in cognitive linguistics, and the foundation
of human cognition at the same time. Polysemy exists in English, especially in prepositions. Tradi-
tional English class is always influenced by traditional semantic views, which holds that the rela-
tion between lexical meanings is arbitrary, lacking the discussion on their relations. This has
created a certain burden for students to learn prepositions. Image Schema Theory can provide a
reasonable explanation for polysemy of prepositions, enable students to understand the relation-
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ship between the meanings of prepositions, and help students build a lexical semantic network in
their brains. Based on the Image Schema Theory, this paper explores the necessity of cognitive re-
search on prepositional metaphor, and takes the preposition “in” as a case to explore the extended
metaphors of its spatial meaning, namely, prototype meaning, in non-spatial domains like time
domain, scope domain, state domain and mode domain so as to provide theoretical basis and ex-
planation for the teaching of prepositions in English classrooms.
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PR A AR ] 22 AL, ARl SRR B R RIS, FLASE P R R A AR A
ey AEANF R BT PR BL AN R ST, A ] 0 5 () SCIRRE = AR BRAR il R B 1) S0 22
WUEL RIS Bl R PRI ME s AR G018 SOMIN N 22 SCRl I AR A AR, RIAIIE 0 O 18] 54 SRR, 4T
H RSB IR IR AL Gt SO, BOME MR 2 S 1254 SO, AL SO 18] (1 SR BB »
FOR A FAEICRE T 1077 3R 22 SR A 2 A S, 3 i il 2 AR e A2 R IE 2 A SO A figer, —
Jit, AR A I SECAE T IR 7 dE, TeVEE B m R S A RCR s i — 05, AR
MUSCI 2 [E] R SRR, ek IR BT IR AT UM BARIE 5 A %, G BB i 3R]
IC—3 2 IR IRHE 7 BAR S, AT TN ANE 5 22 1R A B UE I AN B 4 g, PRTTA 3R] in A1 LI
KRR, O AT S A TC IR A #E A I R R R 1 2%

2. IEiLHLA
2.1. BERERN

BHEEXZNNE S ¥ EEOMS, & ss b MM S Lt f2 10 E 25 . Lakoff A1 Johnson 7
Metaphors We Live by & “ZR” M “EX” WS, ek T “BREX” X—ARiE[1], Lakoff
F1 Johnson FRRIEANIRIRZALE, Lakoff it R R TRATH # B A58 Hh S 52 A LG 5 1 B (1) 485
¥4, Johnson A A7 G B = R BAVE R B 3 iz Zh A2 e v — Rl s S B BhaS PR SRRE, aT DUAERAT
L0 SR AL TIN5 1 [2] . Oakley F5 Hi i G 2R 44 2 AT A & AN 2% [ Ss B S 38 2 ) 3 (¥ AR DA
S5H0[3]. FRIE 3 £ AR B E R E R AATE X BA MR R 2 A SO IR RS . BT
FEIMTE BT ) — P RIGHESR S50, AT S 2 [ — AN BB IATT[4]. AR EN T = A B =X
BT ANEHENEREEN, D REMER AW RS 2I[5]. ML R m 2 B E LTk, 8%
BRI RS, FOTE R LT DR (1) 23 (B O R B0 b, 2 — Al R 2 R 45 44,
Ay i B A B

2.2. BESBShe
Johnson Al Lakeoff £ Metaphors We Live by —F545 Hi M Bandi & FH — Fh S5 AL 06 K F MR ) — Fh 2
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YAz gs:, B AR e R IR M s 2 3 btk i B a5k v, R RSB 7 o =2 SR Rar
[ B AAS A R[], Herb, S5kl fig AN SOR GG VRIR I G5 WU B F AR, AT I i R4S
PIORERESE &, W “Life is journey” 5 [ BRAZ 4R fif B 2 (R MR AR BRI 5 — S, A ERE s
LEEZLNIOE e a b S NS L AR O Nep e s Ly HE VNS R S| SE i A = N Sty €
T E T, A R AR ORI SOA S 2 Wi 2 H A AR A (a8, RIS Al 538, anin el ik, 3
Bl PRSIy IS, A2 T 3l 38 22 ) 2 ] g i B3 22 e DA RE A A RO I A 2 2 T i R
ARETLAHBRAS . DRI, SEi8 2 i 22 SR WA 2 Bt UAFAE 2 A SO0, 23l = R B 2R R B 6 R
RS el B BEAT PR SR RS, A 1

HEERRET 23151
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Figure 1. The mutual mapping between space domain and
non-space domain
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3. EREX TMARWHARMRNLENY

B, BIEPRZ MR AR — 1A 2 XWILE B2, i, B T7THRE—MAE at, in
Al on, A B—Aia T B 2 A B 40 into, onto A1 upon 28, 3845 W5 4-iE 41 from behind, until after
&, HFEEA A4 A a0 by accident, on account of &5, FL &4 43 /iR 40 considering, regarding
&y MAEARIES LRI AR LI, RG24, 2T TS A O B R SCECE, fEidiz e
A ST 200 7 AR 2 TA) (R ST, ARSZ (A2 AN )OI, X iS4 0 iR T Al S PR RV T SO, 3
A R FRIRELIC & M 2T DU T RS, @ik A4 1 g il 28 (8] = W B a4k
Ji&, RS A B AR IR A A (B3 BT T i SN i

FR, BRI SO AAAE BRI N 2, T POBR RSB FE 5 Z AR RR N 2 5
S AT A 1] e SCRI BRI B B T B,

There is a hole in the wall.

ZARMPERRDOE R B EENA. R, A2 R R R, AR AR
Z b7 e A ony U RE FH R e B AU 07 S AR R, AR G PR, T DUERSE
AN, RN, BUICHMNE ine KL, FOepifns 3mSR, G 7545 I i
pii

T, BUMRE A IR 2 AR GivE ORI REN, AR Gevl SOWANTRIE Z A UBURAT R, fE1%
FH B, O AV 2 A T R SRR DG, BER A X R 2 A XA, H
FEIRNC I U A G, JCHAE B A, A BAR B i R A e e g, Bl R Oa
RN BN A ] A e, (ERAEZ IR T, Sz g EmiE T, ke T E S
ke, BEENANE SRR, BEREXERR—HZ LR ERE T TIREN#FERE, 0T TESR
BIXERE, k2 A 1 g1l A R Y 5 SCAE A [R] A 23 1A 3 1) i SCH g mT DAJE iz A 3l IR SCR9 - AT
TVC R — 18 2 I G AL BE T 7850 (R RE, DRIk, T 5 v P B0 1R A 1) 1) B g 4 e BT 9 e A A 0 22
.
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4. Mmid in PREBEXERER

Langacker % & [a] B XM AT 7 VAR R, Al v B R B UZ i 3 K (Trajector, TR), 2445
(Landmark, LM)FIEE1E(Path)2H ), SHR(TRES — N REE BRI, BAs(LM)RES Y,
42 (Path)fCR AL I U BR L, AT DU &3 SR BRAR AT AZ 128 2 A B M 3] L ELWL R R ok &
GBI MR IE B FAR I ZIE X REGRS R R, URIVAFHE R RR, HiE(Path)y 0 [6]. 1% Ak
FEAR AR in 1) B B A R L A Rl Ba A . 1A in R R R E TS ARSI RS E XA — A 130
BEZEA, A in FEHESEE R N7, RORGHER TR Z 0 — P S s o R,
I in FRAS R R AT LU AR R R (LA 2):

Y

RER M)

<::) GHa (TR)

Figure 2. The static image schema of “in”

B 2. in ERSERER

(ZE0E

(1) She was in her car.

(2) The girl is dancing in the classroom.

7 Bkl 5rf, SHA She 1 the girl, 45y car Al classroom 24T — /N2 8%, she il the girl f457F
s, HERREN 0, RPN SARA TR L (AL T —Fi s 25 () K R

BeAl, in —#R SO AT DU S A R B RS, BISHRADN T AR ke s, TR sh & A
TG SO “HEN” , FORSR M FARINEEE N TR N B Zh A6 &R, BB KT 0, HuRMrsZEA
ZJEWIEER, K 3 fR:

4

LM

O~

\ -~
Figure 3. The dynamic image schema of “in”
E 3. in S ERER

(LR

(3) She was walking in the room.

(4) My mother put the gift in the box.

TEB)M(4)H, She F gift 2544, room HI box =& Fthr, 7E(3)H, she VK& M7 FMZEAN T FHhx car
i, (@), the gift /£ my mother FIfER T, W& — & KI5 AIEANFAS box 1, M HIBAH KT 0, &
SR A AN bR 2 T A T —Fh B A 2 TR G &R

5. A in IR E X
LakOff ‘L/E\AjiT 7%%2“%%@@?53: ’/g%%\ E%”T%\ jé}.?%\ jj_%\ jéij]\ EIZ@T\ Xﬂ‘%k\ LT\ ﬁﬁ)ﬁ\
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Moy - B bk - WgAE, I HANR R RE R BT LA A RIS 2 R R K, FRE
A DL I BRI R, TR RCE 2 i AI (2] R RO TRATB AR = SRR, VL2 AR
e AE Y S SO BER e e R oA N 175 2 78, I R AA O S0 3] i IE 2 BUZAE 5 0 R
R SR A T SO B LA A AR 2 R, il dn, A TRV (g, A2 TR BV R, s TR EPRAS
DY NI £ w

5.1. MEZSIE)i 2 R8s

(1) There are 365 days in a year.
(2) He will arrive in Beijing in 3 days.
FEFIQ) S Arn] in B JE 2 5 A IR A b SIS )4, 365 days Jy55 44, ayear A FbR, LA/ in ¥

RS S “AE-----318]” , Bl “something happens during that time” ;

1EI(2)H, he NEHA, 3days MR, SRS AR A2 —FEIERIRR, AN in RIEFE
Mg “AEee 2 J5” , EP “something happens at the end of that time” , 53 i it 2 544 5] AR 5h 2 J5 1
iR

5.2. N==[EIEESEREE

(1) Beijing is in the north of China.

(2) He is a famous football player in China.

il in @S IR R BTG, R ) SRR R O R R = S, R “AECEIER) 2N
EBI(L)H, Beijing /24144, China 2 5thr, ULH TR E 2 “Beijing is within China.” #£(2)41, he &
W4, China 2 5tbr, HEAb¥s China A — 4545, he fE3—A> football player £, 7E 4 -

5.3. MESiEE BRI

(1) The woman in the red coat is his wife.

(2) They took her money in secret.

A1) in {25 [ B S BIPIRZSIrh, A R S 508 “ b T HFORES” . SR B FEFOIRES 5
TE(L)H, S A2 the woman, Ftbr72 red coat, i 5445 red coat 2843t AL N FEMARE , 78 “ something
in a particular state” ; 7E(2)", They /&24A, secret /& 5thr, LLAb, secret i R NFEFRE, HA&
SN “something in a particular form” .

5.4. MesiEliEEI 5

(1) The teacher explained the questions in detail.

(2) The old man often pays in cash.

Sl in B3 TR 147 i 2 I A3 Y R AUIR A5 3, 3 0 e 20 sk, FL 2 TR S A il RO B oo
77" s B, teachers 2 1A, detail 2545, 7E(2)H, the old man &5 {4, cash & Fthx, SRR
TR A B B 5 2

FEIE S, SRR ST AT B S AR AR ST, At SOt o 3 G Pl 0 s v S S A R BL A e
JEZY SO 1) A1 4 e BRSE AR T B[ 7] o PRI, RSN iEEeA b, nT AR T R B, Se A A i s ) SR
JABYEE S, R 5 0T M By 1 S AR X v 2 A 90 i A B B =, s X R B A, T
DA B 2 A A S i b g LRI SO, R ] (19 5 2R 5 SORTRG e 3 SO R G (A
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6. 4B

BEE ARG 5 2R, AATIZEORBIE R AR NG AR EZE TR, ZO0RA 7 & TR
[ P QBRI R A 1 A BRI DA KT FC R0 B2, (RIS BAAY3a] in D], 208 70 3a] in 0 79 A 2 ) i SCRP R A
A PR AR S AR g YRR RS s el A A R A 3 T A
P 2CFR) A 18] B BE RS TRk AR S o — 98] 22 UL G R /g, S B st et 2 P A 3] 0 LA AT S
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