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Abstract
As two commonest modalities in multimodal discourse, image and text undergo constant changes
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in their statuses and interrelations following developments in science and technology as well as
evolutions in ways of information exchanges. Something from Nothing, a picture book adapted from a
Yiddish folktale, uses layout, image and typographic design to integrate its image-text structure with
its narrative subject and thus express a distinct theme. The picture book’s vertical triptych, diptych
and quadriptych, together with the frames on its pages and the positioning of its cover page’s image
and text, all convey its narrative theme that writing, as well as young Joseph, thanks to his ability of
writing, is the carrier and transmitter of the Yiddish culture. The picture book’s multilayered images,
which represent different worlds and are carefully placed on each page, along with overlapping
elements in its images and text as well as its nostalgic warm hues, communicate the theme of “eter-
nity” and “inheritance”. Its text, in which metaphorical signifiers like rhetorical devices, idiosyncrat-
ic typography and typesetting are used, also speaks of messages of stability, continuation and inhe-
ritance of the Yiddish culture. Finally, the picture book’s image and text are incorporated into a co-
herent whole through pun, “componential cohesion” and synonymy between image participants and
verbal forms, expressing the wish and faith in carrying forward the Yiddish culture and affirming the
powerful, unswerving status of the text modality in interpersonal communications.

Keywords

Image-Text Structure, Layout, Image Design, Text Modality

Copyright © 2024 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 518

WAL Z, BEERH R BANE B2 7 N 2L, S SRS BRI, A BR BRI
SRR SZ B A S BA AL Pl “ 2T SOK, 2 aE 7T BIE . KRS “EE51EE7
HEZRE 12 M ER P A DL FF 5 iR SE IR U SCAR 1] 2B SCAH () I B S # A B U RIA
FIE AT BEIR, SARSHE LA, RN BEM L AR L, I HIR A bR 1 B AESE AR
A Ak[2].

2. MEIEEMELXFR

Kress 1 van Leeuwen 7E Halliday 2452 REIE VLSRR FAVEE T “AL0EiEy%” (Visual Grammar), AN
FIRERSANE S —FF, A “BS0BH” MAT T RS, ChrE il S8 =SO85k ok
SEOFRIE I HEh A = K Re R X [3]. EUEHIEILIREH TRIAEE P S 55T RN KR,
R B RS, B DRl B GRS . G E It S A E G Z K &R, 6 BRI
P BEE I RALE Y R GFR A AR MBI DR ARG BUR R & o s . MBS — AN &= S %
WHTFB, B nRNEBE BN EILRSEI[3]. EAERENE, WEIIREAN K EETEE
A5, WEHTEEGANSCFHEM RN ZBEEAR: SEEURBERE —MES. EE A, HAr
PG S A AR 28 i ) B D e R AT R A B

Martinec 1 Salway tHi\ Ry Z A AR —ME R X ETT A, Hrh EGR SC S Bas i 5t
B85 15 B BRI R JE ORI Al & 7 —2[4]. fhA17E Barthes [5132H M =R EISCI R ( “45E "« “Uirg”
AR YA PR T 2RSSO T B SO 8 R AR SCR AR - 1B R R, TR BRI
A DL PRSI G R, FFH R ZEFE W “P 7 M “H9” MRIBHE - 50K o,
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A T FMALANE SRR AT, ORI Rk ST AR, RTESCh 2 S R RS
AARKFLH T LA “KiE 7 o AHXSR[4]. Martinec F1 Salway I DB FIHR B TEMT . MR E T 2
RSSO (SO AT HLOR AR, B FU RSO A SO D RE . RSO R IR 1 5 A P o )
fo o ARSOHGIE F] R BIT FU 3 X 2 RS SOA P B SR SO I8, 73 Hr42: 4% Something from Nothing F) 14 2
B BT AR AN R A R RIS, R S AR BRI A, SR TR A

3. Something from Nothing BB SCE&MSME /T

Something from Nothing (I¥fE (5735 —EH IME) )R INE KL A/EZK Phoebe Gilman fIfE i —# 2
P2 B0 U 2 PR S R AT, F 28 TS AR, A& 19~20 HHh4d ih AR OM RN AR 35 1) .55 5 B
[6]. AYER/INMEN K T % Joseph MHAE . K BB 222550 S 7 HiE, 555k 5 2o 4]
WEET— BB SCh R, o . FAURIT, (ANFH&EaiEgk, Joseph Fififix—2 i
SRR, BT NS e EGEATIIE, 2ERE Joseph LM T /NE B — K ATER R
5L, 40 Joseph AQ3E A4S 45 (I HRMY,, /N B (945 Joseph FI/INE B —ZR) A2 7« 57 Bh AR AR ¥R 85, Joseph
AE REER BRI RS, O W L s BE, SR ARshE. i85 . NEDRIARL
S [R] AR 55

3.1. SpERIBIE

27K Something from Nothing (1 T UT [ # i Pl 11 R0 SC A R, Bkt i 1) 4 0 Ve e i 2 7 [R) — A
AREVAHEAN LAAL, AR T A — sk EE BT DY 8 # A A HIIAAE, L2 aFE = 4% 30 0
WAl F AR HE LR, JE P AE RCR, LM g iedi dh Joseph LR A 200 — /N B PR T 5
B FIE PO 2 — il 78 &AM A AT EBE K B3 7% Joseph AT & it L2 8, IX i “yEL” A
A OCBER” MR, SPURNTE R B T B AE L A A IR TR S E AL, BORS A
S AR 2 PE R, PRI IR Mdd, H53EANSUm “AEg” H (A 1).

: - —
= e m——

: " b
s 8 %

When Joseph wasabe]i;hi.s made
him a wonderful blanket . . .

Figure 1. A framed page in the book
B 1. THARHLOER T E
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3.2. HEE

e R B BT R (1 2)BH S ) T AR DU, bR 5 4 RO 3 ek 44 A R S 3 oo T P 7
F PR Bl B 5D A XU, (EE 2 TN, (Bl T B5ERMUT
I IR IAAE b A7 e B b . AR VS Kress & Leeuwen [3]% 44 B3 K143 # LA K Lakoff & Johnson [7]%F 77
ARy (1) FEDRE, 3 T X M B SCAT a1 E T RN S SCFAE B, ARERAERE SR EAR . &
EAE T, RIPORNATFRIISE . pesh, FERHE S AT 55 1% DL E Something from Nothing & X
908 23 M Ao T S A T P i B v SR IR TR ARALE

Figure 2. The cover page
2. RAREE

3.3. YhEI=EGEH

A 16 AN U (55 1~3. 6~7. 10~11. 14~15. 18~19. 22~23. 26~28 5i) 4l =4 2 i)
RGBT K Joseph A Grandpa I RAESs, WA SC, RA/DNERIVNER —XKT
R AR, AR TR BT, BT % BERNER EREEAM T & T, ML
Fra RIS, WERI TS NEMIL, H#E KR . YR AL, R, S Joseph
S5 R EH R ISR A BE R (CE RA — EHAERR), M H/NE R —F 2 K5 Grandpa 4 Joseph
B AT N HI AR AR VR T AT RN A AR LA . BT BN, (HTH R R AT E
JRAHE, DU BRI, W B RN TSR RISk, SO A 8 A SR E B AR, Rk
HNEEZRER XA EET ST, £CFMEERERR T T AL m e thar, K A5
ZREFXSFRK. Aok, BEEWRFRHEE, 2 REFEH SRR Joseph —FE, HIFME B, 3P
AR 7 3), Hah BT RS ARG — TG 28 ) =Beai M BURAE T Bt —— L EAEE IE
, XFS B EmE R RLRE R, SR KA EALT AR R IE T, Wil SR AR, i
AL B (K] 4) 0 X —EBISCHMIE T M# & 7 S3CF sk Iiae: BT, NEBASEY); FA
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T, NERATUVEEGE NS ST LLE AR N BRI AL, W] DA —F HOMR e, il DU A (s

FAFLLURA: PIBTRIZR PG (Joseph IEET)RAEARIN . SEBISIH A, (AR AR PG a0 507 K A&

Ak (“a wonderful story”) FlA% 4t (‘4 22 A B PR SR BERE S L2347 I #5AR) 20T LLOR BE AR 7K Tk

- a wonderful vest. Joseph wore the wonderful
vest to school the very next day.

But as Joseph grew older, the wonderful vest g
older too.

Figure 3. A vertical triptych
3. Y =HKLEH

Figure 4. The final page
4. HLARRER
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3.4. YEI—BREH

AR 6 N UL (2R 5. 94 130 17. 21, 25 UO)AEMEAISCF LR —HRE 4 (A ] 5) . BRER 25 1
PAGL, LR 5 ANTUIA —AN SRR A, RG0S I i 17 A SO N 808 R Ie— b K B 20 I R K /N )
EFAPRN B EATE, T XF#S Grandpa HBIRWIMANE. AEMER. WL, HES0R

B EREBERE, ZREEMEMBE R T 8w, —HEZREEARI, CFkE TIERME
PAER . BRI MR BRI, RISy 2R ORI Begh TR LA 5] P A0 R AE ) 5
7, AN TR VLR EIE PRI N2, BN EE 1.

Hmm,” he said as his scissors went snip, snip, snip

e flew in and out and in and out,
enough material here to make . . .”

Figure 5. A vertical diptych
5. YPEZEELEH

3.5. YEIMHEkEHY

ZATA 6 NUTHEI(S 4. 8. 12 16+ 20. 24 GO NEHGASC A BRI AN DU Bk 44 . i BT 2 =
W A B LA B 5 40 R R AR ) (¥ Jl i, o T 7 — N B (K 6) =AM E R E T, NE R
—FIE AR AT RIEZE, 5 L E R A a4k dia— 2RI Grandpa — K AT
AR, MR ARE —2E R IAL SR A AE S P ifaRAE, e K L PR Joseph H S (MR
47 Joseph. FACRELL K oK A= (/N ik o) U o B 1 B &b, 4271 Joseph /M SR AR, SRR
Ak, GRS S, BSOS VR R B R N Bt SR W HR FIIESE F 25 SC
TR R AN — @ N B A B, AR IR AN T R P AT AR A 1
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everywhere but he could not find it.
o his grandfather’s house.

Figure 6. A vertical quadriptych
6. YhEIERLER

ERERRAZ, BRE RN = EE A, EE R T AR A 70 ALk, (A EE
Bt R T (AR D A At SO BGEE R, i) FLEERE KB A Joseph (9 (B ORI, RSP IR
SR 7 o B Z R XA B A RISCIE R 1“2 i AR — KRR IR AR T 2
SIS R AN L 75 MRA RIS Y iR 28 Se A Ok, AEURIEAL B S0 RS oA th s

BEAh, AP T SR R R . RS MG 0, BT BN R Joseph HOEE TR A2 i
@, A NIRBE. FERZIE, B WIHER, S2ARMAAE 282 8.

B, AR AR RS A, RIKIHGR “AER” CAELE” “ICTRFRT CIUTE
ARG BB T, X AE AR 0 e A g E T X AR B ek

4. BAENFENEEM
41 BENFHEERER

BRGAT T EE R, HEBDRNEAEZ, TS HIADE, EUsfEREE, &
NG R, 208 AN OIES), PERI EHER MR SV PR 578E, RZ MK A4 T Barthes rijiff]
“HEE 7 DhRe[s]. Hlin.

1) ...he said as his scissors went snip, snip, snip and his needle flew in and out and in and out... (f<#l 75 & ;
HIAYBNE)

2) But as Joseph grew older, the wonderful blanket grew older, too. (Y& B #EF%; ik AP ER)

3) “Joseph, look at your blanket. It’s frizzled, it’s worn, it’s unsightly, it’s torn...” (35 ¥R Z)

UEAh, ARSCFRIE A . 8. BRI A R E S BRI, MEEmE GRS, oA
RIS FEAIE B, A% 5 Dy BRI 40 = . .
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1) ...he said as his scissors went snip, snip, snip... (L)
2) “Joseph, look at your blanket. It’s shrunken and small, it doesn’t fit you at all...” (3f&); &)
3) ...his needle flew in and out and in and out. (X &)

42. BEEXFRHAZNX

LRI N RER . 2R B — R E S (AN TR L), BVERRE 3
B 4 TR EI IR Bl

1) But as Joseph grew older, the wonderful blanket/jacket/vest/tie/handkerchief/button grew older too.

2) One day his mother said to him, “Joseph, look at your blanket... It is time to throw it out.”

3) Joseph’s grandfather took the blanket/jacket/vest/tie/handkerchief and turned it round and round.

4) ...he said as his scissors went snip, snip, snip and his needle flew in and out and in and out...

5) “Grandpa can fix it,” Joseph said.

6) “There’s just enough material here to make...”

DA in] ) Al B ST ANV Dy T BRI B 1 87 () B 5K, SR AR O 1 SR AL R A S ot
. AR RAiEE RE A7 M COKE” , BARE. ZeZE. ST R B R
—H, REEIR T RN ARG LIELE . PR SCAAT DAL K ) Fhgi o

4.3. XFRHESMEER

L AR SR 1 5 RIS KO E A 8] JCF(Ehr ) MU RRIIES S,
BRERMBEFER, Mk, 75, IR, RATUURHROT SR AL B R R R L, BN AR AT
HEM. B, Something from Nothing 11 L (1€ 2)I B4 FIEZ WL B RA T dik7, BT, BiE
J3 SRR &8 ) J5 AR A DT B SO R I ARAE R R 57 Ak, iR . AR R R iR
T, gidiaeds, EEEPEIEM, AT R R T e MO AR AU S e — B . 1%
KA F gk Ll 5 — BER G, ZE 7 XAHSRI A T E RAEMEH 1“7 £79, HIEHA
IRHE T A B SR, SR DR S a7 2, sk R AT S v M bR SO A e g AL
i, MFRIUR SR B PR Z IR I S AN AL F S K . BIanZ: AR5 5 TUNIEE 6 0T B RS0

(35 5 70) “Hmm,” he said as his scissors went snip, snip, snip and his needle flew in and out and in and out,
“There’s just enough material here to make...”

(38 6 71) ...a wonderful jacket! Joseph put on the wonderful jacket and went to play.

FARAEA “...7 FFSIAHSE A A4 28 1~2 70, 55 9~10 U1, 5 13~14 U1, 2 17~18 Ui, 5 21~22
JUANE 27~28 T,

5 B “BSHE” SNEXHE

Something from Nothing % T i | ) & SCi@ i Martinec F1 Salway FIT i f9“ 2 k& it 4 il — ANIE ST
AHLEEIR[4]. B, %I Joseph — 5K (K& 5 212 B K BE IR /N IS rh o S S LR B 1 i Ak}, Joseph
— KM W FAEAT N L AU LR (A =N 971 E . AR B AR Rz B iR A AT
), IXFR RO KRGS AT A B ) SR RS, AN BTN TN Joseph ISR, AR
B—fE 7K 5 R AH—WY RS 2] T HUR R 192 B

R, AESChRRES T RER X B “WE” £, RAEFRMRERAEE R, SCHER — D REE
T BN, LACFAEIEE] Joseph KIURHIFI T AW 17 ( “gone” Y, mEIHEIH EILHE “OK” X
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Ko KT PRI BIRAR, AT LRAEA ]I 1) AL 4 (Grandpa 4 Joseph £ ] B EE A 5T
2242, 4> “gone” , “finished” , “kaput” , “lost” ), WA[LLGRAE “Wife” Al “iE4:” , Bl Joseph
EH WA TS B, KWK T IR SRS, itk e, mfE T £

B JE s A B i B S O S R AE k. BN ) material — 1] [F] I SR
AR RN AT BANE G, mTE S B R AT RS S, JERE S Joseph BRI EM (B
2 P ARG & RTINS AR T B (W 50) il G (CCAR) 2 30 Bl g 32— R SO AR AR — RO R B K

6. &g

O’Toole #H, +&FF5F N AHRAEE A N R PIAENRTE 5, MR SRR, ML SCA
7S R G8 J HBIR AT AR [9]. A, 3Bid Xt Something from Nothing T i i B SC 45 44 3E 4T 20 #1817
EPUE 7 1E3% Phoebe Gilman fHIWAT:  “ BAKIANH R — B ERKMARIESR, HILTAHLL E i,
FHEEXRLF. 7 [10] Something from Nothing (1B SC 45 MR EEAUE B, RS LA K 85 T vl
(R4 2 18], H M L % Phoebe Gilman (i v E T EE 2 b, T35 “EAZ. Kififg”
MThRERMAL, IXBEMERAR SR, fEERGRSCEHMESTES R, SR AN IH A AT )12
[
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