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Abstract

This study uses explanatory texts written by Chinese English major students as research corpus to
explore the usage characteristics of hedges in explanatory writing at different levels of proficiency.
Research has found that there are significant differences in the distribution of approximators in
compositions at different levels, while there is no significant difference in the distribution of
shields. In addition, both two groups used approximators more frequently than shields. This study
has certain reference significance for exploring the use of hedges in explanatory texts at different
levels and teaching hedges.
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1. 5|15
FE B SRR R, IS M — R LRGSOk, L ROTE TSR . Ak 1 R R
e T IIX— AR, A T S I B, BRI I (Hedges) VE A 2 4R 7E T N KI5 & 2

T RIS BB A, R BORIE A RN, BERSAS B RIAIX 1 T B A T AR AR
IR, TR Pl R ANE A R B RIA S B EAR[1]. R, R AR SIHER SRS, O
IR 4 1 O B AR AE AN SN, XA e R 21 5 1 O HE R PE AT R

BT, AWITE AT IR I E A VNSO R IR KR 0L, DU IR B AR
FRPEEIRR IR AL AR T, AARRM R TR IS HENE 7R

2. 2k
2.1, HEA

UIASCE R R RS ER—MEZENSERA, TR0 S8 U SO0l R F R R, Al
AT S TS T T Ot S B (0 R M 5 — AN RFE IR . SO SCEAAHERA T . BRI PR
(AR R, RN 1% FRUASER PR A5 (0 1

S TR BRI E A AR 4328, ASSTR A Prince et al. [2] ORI BRBIE 20 805 (0 36 1), R0
BRI 1523 72 3 B ABE RS P i 15 (Approximators) A 2 A R RS B il 15 (Shields) A8 21 BUASORA BR 1l 75 %o 15 15 1)
WA T — A KRE S, B E AR S AT BOIBRE], B DA 2 ma i 15 i) FAE A fF . AR5 AU
BB HE T A AW T2 T2 A8 51 (Adaptors) 13t [ 48 35 (Rounders) . T2 5 A8 315 & FE i 48 52 b
T OUAE — € RE T o6) SR 1 i SO AT FE AR B B U i) v . YO B AR BT R FR 45 SR 1B 45 € th— M 23)
JL R RS, e RS RS, WA DB SR A A, S T A R . SR RO R
B AN SO S ) JLAR 2% A, T A 2 B U X T B SV R AR VA FE B o RN BRI B A1) 1 T DA 43
AT BHEESEFIE(Plausibility Shields)lE] 4242 FI1E (Attribution Shields). B 3242 FIiE AT DA ke #6143t
Tt X 138 R P A7 0 B A T AR R T R S . AR ANE AR B U0 iE 8 AR N OSSR VE, T
SR YT AR NIE IS 51 F A N S EE VR R B A .

Table 1. Types of hedges
F 1. IRHIBREIIE X

RO KR 78 R 2 HRARE

AR iE very, somewhat, always, some, almost, quite, more, entirely, a little bit,
mgRALE | nasense
JEHEAEDE  roughly, about, essentially, at least, generally speaking
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sz Probably, 1'think, I believe, I suppose, seem, wonder, | assume, in my opinion,
TR PR 41 FLERGAN S as far as | am concerned
[EJ B2 FIEE  itis said, according to, people say
2.2. JCEKEm

BORIPE R ANRIE S EAR B —, @HEIE T, BRGNS E TBMNE, BN —%a SiEHy
T3 BRI AN 115 . Lakoff [3] 8 S dig H AT IR 15 (MR I 510 28 Hh — R A B O FR 5115, o
Roughly %5 . i 5 5 78 AN T A FEFRVR N, 27 FRET-R5ORYT BIR 1) 15 (R0t 0 /S8 T~ 2 J6 4k - Lee & Deakin
(4135 LB K B B R R A MRl P R R B AR AR 5 a BRE S A UGE S, RILE IR
FE BN SRE RRE, K 0 SC S I KT ) SCEE AL TR 2 (RO PR 115 . Tseng & Zhang [5]K A 1E A
SE, BEAL TSR BRE L B R I8 [ TR BRSO R S A B R T AR SR R
— B, (HEIATCAGERE ABRIC R, AR TR . B AT L, RO PR I EAVMYAE SR A bR g2
N, EBEER R —MEENRERR . LIBT3 B R A TR0 R $138 75 1508 SO TH 1468 F 15
19 DA S FEAE 2205 A2 B o RS PR AR A0, F DG T ARYT IR 1) 5 7 9 2% = 3 U B SC 5 4 v AR PR RS 0 R0 A S
TR

BT, AR T B 2138 UL SCS AR RO BR HE B SO, BRI S ARAS A KT 3
SCEAE RO R EE PR AL DU RS EEUE R — BN S E .

3. Wit
3.1. WiSRiE)RR

1) RRAKT A S B I ST S 1 AR A2 S RO PR 1l 15 5 T PR A8 I DL S A7 AE 22 577
2) R KT A T U Y S5 A A G AN R ASORYA IR Al 385 75 T (5 P 1 DL A7 A 22 57 2

32. RIE

AW T CAE N AR B S 211 Aot Lolk 270 44 K —224E Fir S 4L 543 R Ul W SO BRI
¥ hm s ARWKPAIESC . Bra el E— A 9 FHEAWMN S /ELIH#HE Linton & Polio
(2014) VP R HEAT YRSy, BERE SCEE R0 A 100 4. FEAHEFCH, 90 43 K PA R MIE SCH o s K F
YESC, 85 43 K LA R BIVESCHE AR AR SC. Rk, AWF7CHA 265 Fs SCEEFI N R/ TAES, H 278
Fa BRI TAESC . AN FUHR B Prince et al. [2] AR BR 115 0 250570, JREL T 27 AMSORIBR 115 5
F AntConc3.0 iRAKXS T IERHE R IF I 7t . 1 %6 AntConc ¥R {H r i) ¢ i (Wordlist Preferences)
Dife iz th 75 LEmE SOOI PR 607, IR EAIR, TR . HIRFIH SPSS #HTHHOCFEAIES M
5, 43 HASIR] KT a3 B S BRI B 1) 55 R 0 AT e RARTE R 7 o f i, R Excel HEAT RAK L2,
A58 50 T 3 A

4. MRLERGIHE

2 Wilcoxon FF 5 fA 5, miK-PAE SCRMRACEAESC R s 15 ARl BRI PR 15 1) 20 AT A7 A i 35 1 22
5:W=15.00,z=-2.203, p = 0.028; 12 /& AN RL BRI IR i) 15 (1) 73 A7 o . 3 P4 22 =« W = 12.00, 2 = —0.891,
p=0.373,

I AR ST U SCE AR R AT, AT LR IS [F] KT (1 1 BH ST A RO AN [ 28 RO R
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FIE S OLA FT A 4% 2 A1 3 0l o 1 i /KT U BSOS A MM KT U B 505 4R rh A2 sl R BR )

TERI A RSO B ] 1 1A A P 0

Table 2. The frequency of approximators in high-level and low-level compositions

? 2. B WK PR EUEHPRFITER E R SR

BB RIS BR 615 L
KA RATFAEST
more 804 782
some 574 516
always 331 233
very 210 305
almost 103 51
quite 74 26
a little bit 32 3
about 25 12
at least 22 8
roughly 6 4
generally speaking 6 4
entirely 4 4
in a sense 2 0
somewhat 0 2
essentially 0 1
Table 3. The frequency of shields in high-level and low-level compositions
F# 3. & RKFAE P EFBURHIBR BRI A STUR
SR RO PR 1) 15 - B
KR SC &R
according to 95 62
I think 57 85
probably 35 11
I believe 21 20
seem 17 16
wonder 17 4
in my opinion 12 34
as far as | am concerned 12 6
people say 6 2
it is said 3 8
| suppose 1 1
I assume 1 0
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BH72 2 AR, KPR K S 3 B L — AR 250y R SR R 1) 45 1) A FH A #8%E i, 4 more, some,
T 27— S 2 AR AR R o) 05 FC 456 P A #4561, U somewhat, essentially. B4h, — S840 gh AUREOR PR il
W, 40 almost. quite. a little bit S5 7E &K P ALK 15 B S 48 A5 508 B AS [

I. more. some. always. very

more {E AR — A hrds, W RAE— @R E BB s— MR JEE . some FH T HER A2 AH IR
BB SRR, W PLR R T E R e E DU AR e M [2]. 3% 2 BT more A1 some 7E & KK
YA SCEAE R B AR . E SRS ULIA SO, BRSBTS A I 22 (RORIE, (HoR T 7ER
KRR — B B RIENE, AT e 2 A ] more A1 some. TMAEMRACFUBISCd, MTEE EEEREEN
TR IR B FRORSF, DR 0 BEAGE [r) A P ASORS R 1) 5 SR AB RS G IR P AR R 5 1k

always 7F 918 5 /E Hh i H T RORBRIFEIE AT A RSB SRS s 1, 10 very U FH R 5 1
SR I B A SR ZURE R . 2% 2 WA, KT A KT B B SCE 1R R always A1 very (R4 PSRV ER L
SR TARF AR RN R T R RS AR A B e KR, SR EE S

I1. somewhat. inasense. essentially

somewhat FISKER “Hri)L” « “BH” o BT UHIIEEMA T ERFE ML, M EEEAR
FEAIRF]. inasense BN “TERME N LY, @ E A TR AR LB AR TS . essentially & A2
A FEsz b, R TR S B R B A A 2 B SAEREAR R T, AT LR BLX = H AR R AKCF
EAEREA A P AR LT 00 mK-FRIVE S A A FH B B3 . SRS 0015 5 ok 3Rk WL s RIS,
T E PP ANE S AT, 3 G (5 B SR (12 1 TE R BRI I A BRAE INiE F AR . TIPS
5 2] BE H T 56 T B VA AN RN SR NS FLS2 BB = 6 VS I 38 S 8 8 A6 S SE S O R AR, R,
AT AT B SR ) T B RIRRE S, TR S A AT BE R N B A FE RS AR

I11. almost. quite. a little bit

almost & “JLF” « “EAZ” , FREEBEEERARE. quite AN FEES L, ol RoR
SE4 B R B R AL ERM M A2 £ . a little bit o —FhAR ek D B AR . I KT AT
AP UL A SCEAEREAR I 48T, A B 43 A8 50 AR B 1) 15 £ 1 7K P B A ERE AR At B R ke TR
FEAR . LR AKCPAE SO, VR T8 AR 5 (e P AR RS v, 881 40 almost. quite 1 a little
bit XA 3] i) DL B AR 158 AL A E B . U RAERMIATEE . R B L L2 i), IX S8R G
fHA)F ARG MG L ER, RS SCENRIM TRV, m KRS A S e A FH X 4] SR 184 i
SRR, RO 6 IO A AR G TE W . AR, TEARAKCPAE S, (R TR A T
B MR F S S, AT AR ERIAMREANE . Rk, AbATTRT RE S 58 A Mo A X S A, DR A fh
ATAT BB IX BE3m] FEA R I, B AT T AT REAN K T A G AT TR o P X S 4] e g s ik . 1X W] -5 L
TEARACTAES R, 3 3] (1 5 P AT A

FHEE T2 B RO SR 1135, 22 AN BUASOR BRI AE S /K T AR AT 358 BH S5 AR RE A r () B A4 A Ak
K. according to. | think S BUMIE 7R A [FIZKF- SAERE A 1) fd A2 #08i=r, | suppose i1 | assume 4§
PRSI TR FR AR . — L LR GE FN BUBORI B A3, 40 in my opinion, probably, wonder %57E & 7K
AT 30 B S s AR LA B AN [

I. according to. | think

TEAREEH, according to iX—FRIAHT KB A HENEH . —J71H, {#H according to 1] AR {1 1%
PEZEARRTG, AERH 5] AR B0 SRR 7T R, 8 W, T KPS AR R SRR, B
DME R SEREAR T E @ AR . 55771, A% H according to S M H ik = X T-BUgk Btk 51 F HE
BRI EER, U B VE 6 T I L P RE S S ik ig 6], DRk, 52 DHBAL AR B R IE IR, 7EMRK
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S AVEREAS At H A = ALK

I think ZEAN R KPS AEREA A IR AR i i . TEAR/K S PEREA T, (EH B Z 785 10 B A4y
B, WA, JHESRERIANR, FIERIEUW AN SHEZHAAH | think, DA SR
BN . 7E SRS RS, fEHERIAN AW AR BAEE, AL ERIEE amsnyy, DUREEREM
PERIZEARYE . BAESAER #0022 Hhfs FH R 4R 22 AE, W RE G O F k= By, BrBA, 78 EsE
BEES, ROdE .

I1. I suppose~ | assume

I suppose- | assume #BH TR FEAPHEM B %, BERRFEFNA & 1S B AL, FEAFRIKFEAE
FEAH A8 AR B . Sk SRR T B REHRTE S R AL, DU ORIG I 1) = 2 M A
k. FER, S SE AR R I A ARG SO, AR S T RO B AT R . DR,
FHIXFE RS FT B L VIR UE A = A TS (S 5 . PIAE SK-F SRR, AR UK.
L, ERAKFEES, WTIEF R MBRE], 1EE oy fe i T H E EHe. HRRNIES RS
MR FERRHUERBES, Al TR fe S ) TEH if AR EE s, DI A) R, IR B A 1,
T 3AF B PRI TR BEAT e, RIS A 3R IR

I11. in my opinion. probably. wonder

ZEWEEEFRES) . BYEUR AN 2O 8 SRAR B A D RS2, — Se LR AR BOR IR )i,
1 in my opinion. probably. wonder 5 7E & 7K P A K 15 B SR A FAS 0 E B A H] o 7K 3 B SCE
W E N . RS, DR R AR, TR K S35 B S0 AT R A M A P X L 1]
SRIAME R4 ERARE .

e KT B S Y o A 5 U RN 2R T DL R A S R RS R, A T B S G fal AR
AN IR IE 7 A T B IS 5 . R, 1E 2 R & 58 in my opinion. probably X # f5R 1715,
T A2 e 43 BE A (10 234 07 ORI DR AE 35 1A IR AT B R AEAf 178

[EIT, 7K P 3 B SO B T B R A B AR TR 5 M . 1R 1T B2 )R BBk g 8 wonder X FEH
G, BUONE AT REIE 7S 1R 0T i) P B RN e P, T AN 5 W] RE 2 H 95 10 UE 18 P4 A A )
fBIE[7]

AU SO B35 5 RIE R BRG], (R 8= Skl . SRS HRIA T 20, Bk, fhfiTrTREs
S HAE ] in my opinion SKFIEAN AR, B probably SREEFFMIEAEN,  POGIX £ 1L T7 ZpHn
] B B, AT A AR H01E B BE 1Ko 3T BARKSF- Ut W SCVE 8 mT Rk = R 2 1 S8 25 0 P p a2 SR 2
FIr DA BE A6 ] T wonder 3 A% F 1] 5 SR 2 TR X ] 838 1) 5% 28 BRAN i 2 12k o

5 BR&ERE

AHIE FE A R R KT 5 B SCE AR R B BR 135 (s IR I G o, 3R TR AR W IS5 4
ORI BRI (I D0 o 5 R AR RO BR ) A2 A FUACTAE SO M AR R EVE 25, 4%
AR IR EELEAN R ACHE SO B Ao W Ve 2 R . HL AR 2 SO AR A PO R ) I, A2 78
IROBIE R AR ANAE . FRNR AL HRI A A

RS RAT W T B R AR R CSAER E SR AL PN RE S EACTHRME T A AR, B
Bk, BRI R 1 1 PR A AT - B B AN VR AN B, AR SR WA EE A AR

BRI, AR $ BE RS 0T 24 SR I 24 (1 SRS 412 ey~ A A A P RSORA R A 8 (R ME A R P 15
HOMAT LU ) 22 A A DRSO PR (R L 7 A AT T S 41, DU T2 A AT DR PR A6 A 420
fO T AR, R T AT AR At AT R RN (O P R [8]. ik, FE A 51T, BT DA — e
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SCERIE AT AT, S EAE B A AT R SO e, SR 2R . Ba, BOmB NS 24
RO IR BRI AT B 2, BOAAR SR AT SO B A 8 R T R HEAT WL SRR T, I sitoxes 1 M B A 1
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