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Abstract

Speech act is a concept to observe the meaning of language from a new angle, so it is of great signi-
ficance to study it. Austin, as the author of speech act theory, put forward the dichotomism of speech
act and the three-dichotomism of speech act, on the basis of which Searle improved and put forward
indirect speech act. Their research analyzes the relationship between language and the world from a
new perspective, making people focus on language expression form to language use, expression in-
tention and social function, which has a profound impact on the study of language problems as
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well as on sociolinguistics, applied linguistics and pragmatics. It also provides some theoretical
guidance for specific speech act analysis and foreign language teaching. This paper will introduce
and analyze Austin and Searle’s speech act theory and point out its significance.
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