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Abstract

The sense of taste plays an extremely important role in people’s dietary life. In both Chinese and
Japanese languages, there are five tastes, namely “sour, sweet, bitter, spicy and salty”. Of the five
basic human tastes, only “bitter” is widely used in Buddhism. More than any other taste word,
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“bitter” not only plays an important role in food culture, but also is often used to modify the spir-
itual world and life situation of human beings, showing the essence of human life. Therefore, this
paper takes the Chinese and Japanese taste words “Ku” and “Nigai” as the objects of study, collects
relevant examples from the corpus, and conducts a comparative study of the two, examining their
respective semantic expansions and lexical features.
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Table 1. Comparison of semantic expansion between Chinese and Japanese taste words “Ku” and “Nigai”
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4.3. IhNgs

Table 2. Comparison of lexical features between Chinese and Japanese taste words “Ku” and “Nigai”
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