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Abstract

From the sociolinguistic perspective, this study investigates the use of English swear words by
non-native English speakers among overseas students at a university in Dalian. It focuses on the
similarities and differences in the use of English swear words, analyzes the impact of swear words
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on identity construction, and aims to offer suggestions for the appropriate application of swear
words in cross-cultural communication. The study employed a combination of questionnaire sur-
veys and semi-controlled interviews to collect data and utilized IBM SPSS Statistics 21.0 to analyze
the influence of gender and English proficiency on the use of English swear words. The study
brings to light that gender and English proficiency levels do not significantly influence the use of
English swear words, with distinct gender preferences for certain types of swear words. The use of
English swear words significantly influences identity construction, with individuals adopting var-
ied strategies to construct their identities when interacting with different gender groups.
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1. 51§

B A ER G4 AT T, BRI 22 (1 [ B 2 AR A R B o [ e AR B R, [ R AR AR
ZRMEH SR EXFZ U , XBERAARIE K, A5 AR SO 50 B 2R TR 2
A s T AN T St 2 BRSO S, AR EAC R R BRI A E E RSB S IS
JNGINEH . B, ER—F AR E B AL 15 (16 5 SUE & N 185515 1 A i (Jay, 2009)
[1], AOURBETESEHZEE RS, BHa Ol 5. (2 S0 EnE.

[ N o T I8 B IR AR SR E BEA . BRI 7RSS 5 AR S Z 5. Jeal K30 F 7L 41
T BRI IOERRE N+ b, T HE A RS0 E A R 0 8 N R R 2 2255 1 H k.
B 52 B0 R 23 ok BUATEE B H 5 AR VS TR BB S Uik, HEMAR T R Hp—X
FHVAE il 45 (0 7 ST 0 5%, (HIXFEAEAE 208 T Uil #5015 S ST 8 BAE VL (s, 2019) [2]. B
I, AT AH2ES FIA, FHEREIOER SR ARSEE BB B 5 A2 90 218 1A A5 00 R R FE H
(225, AR FT I8 I A 2 I 2 AP il U R AR 5 4 1 7 2 G AU U500 8 A B ) 35 T R 5 AT
W A, HR BRI LR =N 7 )

1) PRI FIFEE KT 5 1 B S A A A A 2

2) BHEMLMS5E LR E 0 B 5 A A 2

3) BFAT R B E AL A AT ?

SR, BEIX BN A S BT, R ATRE S I S SRS E RS, X
ANACRT DAASE AATT S 4 b PR e 25 1354 P 22 e R s e DR 3k S LS JE (B L& AR AT, B ] DA KO0 AN [
MAAERIINR, AT S S, DAEE s A RO STA R A [N H B2
2. Lk

HEETFRMAFESR R AE, WRE. 5. AR O, ESERSERIES, WK
TEARF AT B A FiE S AR . 1 SHEENIE S SO R — 80, AR S — 4t
2N RSO FME I GRS FRATTERARAS [F) [ 5 Sl X 38 5 KU 1B S ST — Aok i
%o AWFFARYE 0TS B R BE K% Magnus Ljung #8276 (B 515 B CE S W5 (Swearing: A
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Cross-Cultural Linguistic Study, 2011) [3]f*)5€ X, ¥ ZiEEMAAETFHER . A —wifB0. KRB
FUNE £ 1) 4% 517 (taboo) o

WAESR, HAMFRE AN E] (A X BT T 3R FIR 5 . Jay (2000) [4]13 T 03R1E 5 22 M5 A 2%
AR A o S A 2 R 1 2 BT N HEAT T AU 43 25 Tony (2006) [5]FIAFEE T4 218 = #A0 M 2B 4l
IR AERS RN 2 A S5 R R 3EAT TR ST Hughes (2006) [61i8 & HR T 215 (4L 250 R, Xt —2k
BAWEM. BB REERAT TR S 52, T B BB X S0 g rgm, B 22 Rk
(2014)FEME N 515 5 W ST RS2 BB P #5347 208 A, $R i T “A MR AETE R 1, A AR
Mgt ik, HAE T AW B HPRSP[7]” FIEZEE L. AN, JH71%£(2016) [8] A SCAL R AT L 5
WEERIFE, N SO A B 218 1A 4 LA

AL b, RTEENHANRE D ZED, MERZHAMTNASIEZ BERE, A TESH
FHARSIRNF, PUPHEE “KMEZE” o R0, RERBHE GBS FE0MEE LR ALTEE
1) — VDRI R = AR R EFIIES A REMIES , mHZEEZE -RIEEA” (Saussure
1985: 26) [9]FI R A AL Ak FRATTEE B 25 00 2 1E Hh 25 %o 3 o0 A BB X — Rk 0 S B T a0

3. MIRFE

AT FER FH 10) A R 2 A~ 1 VT R AR GG A I WA DG . XTI A e 102 42 5%, 1Rl
AR 99 13(35 4 BPEM 64 Lictk, BN KERERIMER FE). MATEERAHA, HEMR
H. M&EHAESERE, 17 425506 L5109 L)l MES S 1T EMUNR, UrRpEA xR
FASCATE AT 10 5% o Jo SRR 45 R 1 S vt 20 35 i B 23 A K2 IBM SPSS Stattistics 21.0 #4773 i Ab 2.

4. ARGR
4.1. HHEZEMNEESBEHNFE

KHILLR, MHl—BEESMEEMA T2 ZMANEEZ —. ik, AFFFRKR MRS B R
[ P 531 %o A v N B 2 A A S B AR T AR o RSB FRATTN AN A S R D B S L X 0
Guitpr s 2 BRI T R 5 KL% (Chi-square test), JBIT TR 1 HdREAH p EKTF 01 (p > 0.1, p =
0.191695), ZERELHME KA RERR. i 52, EXTUHFTEH, 55 MR A PR 7 A
FEX— AT EA MU Bk, EEFRAPAR T —2ReE ZEn: “fuck” « “shit” 55)RMEAH
PER R E S TE O, AR T8 2 50 T S5 J7 IR 22 (A 4.3).

AR, X—45 3 55571 Dewaele (2016) [10], Hashamdar & Rafi (2018) [11], Mohammadi, et al.
(2014) [12] and Schweinberger (2018) [13]5& N FIWF S &5 RART J& . 76 LA FE, BN EET RN S, 1B
BMAZRE, KA TARKLSMAEE = Rif, £, a2 EHER—R%EES], B
B IEAL T AH [R5 18 4L XA AL 23R B of, B DL SE A ) T 2 B0t AR AL 8 B 43028 . AR 4 5 95 41 [X (speech
community) IR, FTEF B 4L X TR AT 208 5 R F EYE (Wardhaugh & Fuller, 2015) [14], 534k
4% Leonard Bloomfield (1914) [15]f (i& S W5 518 (An Introduction to the Study of Language) - I K 55
“TEF—F B X T2 HEARUMESIAE” , Wa U X RSN 540 9E S B H A H AP
B, DR 7 AAT T = 15 A

FA MRS, BEE S NEEE, BACPER SR BERR T R Ilg, BikS it
SRR SZ IR 7 A o AR BRI RENE o 55 Ze PRI S0 BB AS PR 2 T TG R 20 ED R AE, BN S MEAS A i
T AT, T MERIRET A BRI RS E O N0 IERIE, THZIESR B B FERRIE E O RO B .
54 W5 HBAEAE i [F] (1) A] (Davies 2004: 130) [16]. IE4 Brown (1973: 50)fT s :  “A — Rz 758
8, R E RS R IR L. 7 [17]
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Table 1. The use of English swear words by different genders
1 TEMANNEEFESEERBERL

PR E S geid SR
T EE 27.000000 39.000000 66.000000
TMEHEE 6.000000 27.000000 33.000000
et i 33.000000 66.000000 99.000000

M B /e hs¥ 4
S E 21.999999 44.000001 66.000000
MMEHEE 11.000001 21.999999 33.000000
5t 33.000000 66.000000 99.000000

P {H 0.191695

4.2. PRIFEEFKENEIZEEIEERFM

7t Dewaele (1) 7t (Dewaele, 2016) [18], HEiHBEE 3 (IR AT KT = I REAAR) 2 L AR s BRHE
(FRERTETEIK T — R BRI R AAR) i 9610 SR E A — 2 (Ol 5% 2 WP e, At 0 R 0K
S %o B ) R TE B S R . X R TEE KT IR R A 2 B I sl D A B AR . X
Pl EAS B2 O M S T RE A FH TAAT I AIE 5 S B I R . — R UL, M B4R PR B R R LA L [11E F 1
MR EMAEE ST TS A B2 IR, FEOX PSS S 53— 5 PR R B2 10] 3 o 06 T 91 24
SREEI A RS IRV R, SR TS . FEAR. GRE. RIERGL I — IR IETEH i B S EEVE H b
SRt it, (HANSRAS L DL SEIE BRJE S E B A I Rk, Bl T2 5#EEBD, MalfeFEuxs
FHSNE S T A 5 SRS UE T o

Table 2. The use of English swear words by participants with different English proficiency levels
2. FRIFRBKENSSEERIESIENHER

SEBRE (EETEKT) 14 15 AMEFHEE R
AT 12.000000 3.000000 15.000000
32 15.000000 6.000000 21.000000
—f 24.000000 12.000000 36.000000
ANt 12.000000 12.000000 24.000000
JEH = 3.000000 0.000000 3.000000

WIEE RS E AMER E1E HE
R L 9.999999 5.000001 15.000000
1 14.000001 6.999999 21.000000
— & 24.000000 12.000000 36.000000
ANF 15.999999 8.000001 24.000000
e[ P 2.000001 0.999999 3.000000

P1E 0.741014
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4.3. AR EREEEBER LNER

BT/ BT 4.1 R 20, B VEREARR Lo M AR A F D BB X — — AT M ZE R IEA R
=, W, BBV NERATREAEAE T 3 BARM T, BIAE X S8 050 0 o e T A el o2 SHE 0 &
FELEZE S o FT DA, AW 900 R 28 i ST 1 40805 B« FRATHRE Cholidah & 3 [F] = (1) 72 (Cholidah et al.,
2017) [19], # A BWERMBERBE A AN EE: “FRBAREE. HRlty 38, s E .,
PEAT N BRI RE M7 o B HE, KI5 VDU 50 ) T HE A R B s (R ZEAFE “shit” —2KiH
MR, MHELZ T, A Sk 0 5 B IR S (32 B4 AR 7R MEAT S 7 T 7 Lo MR B R H

VEFAE TS ML AN LR 20 4y e B 1 A8 A2 i A 1Y) 8 MR =18, 531t TR L) =AM 2
“shit” . “fuck” F1 “bitch” (W1l 1 Br7R)m 2 PE4l v i W) =AM G2 “fuck” « “shit” #1 “Damn”
(W 2 FrR). Rk, XA R T B “fuck” A1 “shit” X EEANA, ESRASF BAER)
LA “fuck” —IA MR HER] 1AL, TS RN “shit” — ] &
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Figure 1. The occurrence of specific English swear words among the male group
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Figure 2. The occurrence of specific English swear words among the female group

2. B PEERESIENERERL

S HEHEY) R S EEAEL, RLE DL ) E A R R A E B, X 4R Lakoff
(1975) [20]5% T~ 55 A i) Tk ) S i 2 AU AR 48 RO BBEAS T AR B o FERETAT (D S, S PR pR Ak s, AL
KA EARNBUUTHEZ FE IR RGBT B R iEiE . (HREART T,
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FYELTAE TV 3 R B 1R IE B %A DA M . tbah, 7EE8mEE -, SHERARME TEZA
[Fl E R EE U “stupid” « “troll” A1 “shift” , IXE6E] B3t FFAE A AR BT 1 3 U EHE B UM
BAK. KT “shift” —w AR “FR, W37, HRFZRMNEE BRI, —8iEE R R
IR E R K A2, W “shift” A1 “shit” AL SCRT UL “UEERE” , ISP S REL, Bk
HHE, Frolifas2 55 ISR “shift” RIBM “shit” —i, BERIETHOHEK, YRNEE, A
PN, AN SR 9 P G AT IR S AL 2 B o

2 LRI IE F 5 R AR KR B (118 RN 18 (Linguistic Adaptation Theory) [211HM A, 156 F
5 NI AR BRI AS 5 5 T H i 7 RS, DUS B S PRIRR 2 XM E S U A8 B b Bl
{5 H 915 F B 1 (pragmatic empathy) 15 5 IS SIS 4 “shift” A1 “shit” —ial & ik, KKFEE H %
AT T B R, s T AR B R I R

T 2ot skidt, BEAE MRS @RS, 2 T oW 3 SUREIHES) DL R F AL E
HET™, L PERRK BB SR RAT 5 M RIRE B4 2 s, BT DU ATTE 3595 I B84 55 PR A0 T AN 2 FHE LA A TR
“OIRRAER” BIMEL, AFEEIN ORI RERIE.

i ERTIR, B F AR RN E AL AR, AT I E S O A A S IS i e . SR I
I LR BI AT 2 208 B QIR A AT, A ATIZ 8 52 2] — LA b N E AR, e B LR Ty
EGE 5 RIS R AE L B s VT, T e M P eI & “ BB B . “CHBRER” IR N
%, AT HE, FPBHRE . WS A O S T S A $ (neutral worlds) Ft 2 Lo A
HOZ BN R R4, B T 42 3 T35 = A A A IS RN LR 5 Lo P25, S BRI e IR g s
B CAASHERRAR, R SCARZO B EI R 5 R F DUAEAZ B SR e PR sg e . fE 2808 DL,
G S B IR T S AN R AE L, S A AT 6 Rl Y AR B AT f if (R4, 2014) [7].

4.4. ERERXMREMLR S EARR M

T R R R TS 5 RO . LERPRISCRE N A 2 B 60 77 T P2 i/ FH (M3, 2014) [7]. 1E
X—Er, FATR BRI S 15 A TGS B 4 AL AL A RS

SHRE RS MLERVTROER, RATE D], BIRAE HH bR I ARV a0 B f A
BAREESR, BEMAERNE, £5FMERT, S r AR 2 N B (Swann 1993: 80)
[22]. R, 5Hams 8RR A S E 2N RS E 2 N E E1T 8.

Bk, BYEESRVERZRE, A TAESsms— 05 10 v F 4 3 1 AR R e e, I IRT I
F 7 B T AR 1 S RIABUERT {5 (Coats 1986: 45) [23], H H M7ERAME B Bx B A Re -4
XTE T A “ET7 BRI EHRAE, TS L B U PRS0 1 2 A B A AT TR SR —
CRUEC HEER R KRR

M2 PR TE il R &, HEAC A BLAS 546 (Tannen 1990: 21) [24], 7R 1K WA 23 5 & A F i
JRVBE 1) 15 B S T 58 ) )R M 5 R IR S, T St 2o kAR e 2R B L A0 s I AT AN RE e A B4
FPAFEF— MO, XRS5 S ERREENSE B E AT TR R HEEEIE
FACFEEGEM S HRRN, LIRS A B IR0 A O B IR IR IR, R AR R ) R R B I, etk
WA LA S B UM BHERIE A D AN 4

URAh, BEFURIL, AR5 RS TR, 5 oM A PR S T A AR K R, SR B0 B i
FROI A, X7 HIS 2 R FH B AR B (o) IR P B 5 38 () R i ) S5 T 008 ) WL R A ¥, RIS AR [ SR B
R AL 35 SR 0 SR AR ST AT AL o NBRTE R o £ BRI, AN R 0 E 10 AN [ R A4 IR 0 T 2548 1 A
2SR, DLA S B S WU LA 2T
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5. B RZPRP X E R AR EY

BEE BRI A, P [ S AN SE RSB V)L, A B SO B £ SIS PR S Bk G
BUNS B, PR SR PR OLAE R AT T A ) — U sl A T A5 O B S TR B LA )
EELEH R T A B 52 4 TR 3 44 L PE) (KL - SRV B S T 0 P B AT N R

Script: Views on their own using swear words

Participant 1: I think that the people who use swear words are not cultivated. (male)
Participant 2: | am not used to it and it does not go with my personality. (female)
Participant 3: I think it’s rude. If someone swears at me, I’ll be angry. So | don’t swear to others either.
(female)
Participant 4: I think swearing makes a bad impression. (female)
Participant 5: It’s an expression of my feelings which makes it stronger. (male)

TAAZVIF IR BEA 2R, RV EFR, WIS ERALER), 2RENLE
R — R FB. AR, HoAth 4 22 5EEEREH S8R BAA SUvEn), B AR AR T2
HOEMNANOCHPES: 255G ERGMARIFINR, A Em PSS (AN FETENZ,
HEEAEBAEA R, IS T LR SR, AT DURAEF I, T HA — e 5 B AT R U
W3] R YU 24 O R (B 1 kA, AT DRI SRR S5 At N, I B EL AR AR 1 15 AT S 155 100 R 3t AT 41
Wro T TR T A S AR D E VB R R (COCA) AT A= 33 5 B i 1] # (Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary) 8L 4], & X — LRl g Sois S 1 B ST 3 T Ul
(1) a. Shit! I’ve lost my keys.
gy b FRATH RS X 1!
b. Oh, fuck! I’ve lost my keys!
kAR AT E T
FERX AR, A5 IR 3 (UE ) FEEA A HE AT A B8, RO o ZHRX A o A
TN OIESE,  “shit” Al “fuck” J& T —FEMLiF] (exclamation) .
(2) a. You’re shit and you know you are!
A e AN ! FNIENE, SR AN !
b. You’re fucking well coming whether you want to or not.
ANERREAAEAR, R A5 )t B G 3 ok
XPIE)TEH) “shit” A1 “fuck” Wi BAFRRME, 8GR “UR” (BEXTT), BEAMRRKE
AU A R
AT R I — LeRR R K 221545 “bitch” A1 “bastard” , ‘EAI1AME “shit” A1 “fuck” B AT UM 37 3k
FIRE S FIER, SUTURRO 3 AEEH ., “bitch” F1 “bastard” fRENERGA L, KI &%
W W P R S LR b AR e N Bl .
(3) a. I’'ll kill that son of a bitch when | get my hands on him!
WEJERAA A £\, JRZ b ey AT
b. Life’s a bitch.
NAERZZAE.
c. It’s a bastard of a problem.
TR A HE PBRATE 4 1) AL
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d. He’s a real bastard.
@A 2 AR -
M LT B A AR MER H, “bitch” T “bastard ™ — S 1] 58 (7] ELAA BT 48 5 N8R9, (B2 “bitch”
— i BE BRI L B R, MBS “shit” Al“fuck” BACMEIRE RS . K, EATFSE R T #E
X 5%y, AEF AR SR S %SRS E .
g bRTiR, fEE SRR, T AFEER, AR, AERES AR, A58 % ERIA
A REMIR, ANESCHE I ZE R, £ TNTEEER, thalse)s, EEEHSE. i,
W7 EE T fREA R B ELEA R OL T BT BA B E A0, 5 1) 55375 (0 IR e 3R 2 225435 2 A0 %) 25 1 A5 FH 1
DATRE o, ST R B AR T R I G o G DO s RIS, g A3 FH e A P SR R 1 L 2 3 ) B AR M S,
R Ay 52 256 E A e 88 b “ BAc B B )R, TVERIRPUBE BN R M X TR E AR KW
B 2pA, AT N8 i Japs Nip (Nippon) 251 i o 28R AT T DL — 285 LA 3 18 41 i “Wow. Oh.
Awesome” &5 —LEiTESRIFEAT B4, ARG AR B)_E A2 S

6. B4

AT T FENS A S BT B S A A A S0 S0 5 T 0 7 (R AT T EAE PRI L. BT TR 4
RYL, ERIANSEE KT IR 2 WAL B a5 AN WS s SRRk IR 27— S i il
(B 55 B Ml T R SR A 208, 0 eV SE AR 1) AT v 3. O LA Z R AR A X B A —
SERZIR, BV TGS AN R TR AR I 2 SR AN [ [ SRS A i S T R

AT TR BT 2 A T B BAE AN — 2 E G 5 S M Gk, R AE NS AL
AZbrr, SR GEIZHE RN RGE . HAORUL, FEES ORI SeiE SR I BE R
TR AR 5, AT DA B 5 4 (0 77 ORI O 1B JU MR TR AR A S A 1 R I o FE TR AN R B 2, AN R SO
AFEF RN BAINETED TN TTEREL, B RZE, EHERIGESE, AiEapim
k2 S

S8
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