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Abstract

Synonym discrimination has always been a challenge in English learning. Corpus covers a large
amount of real material, with the characteristics of large capacity and convenient retrieval, and
can be used as a method of vocabulary analysis. This paper uses a corpus-based method, taking un-
believable, incredible as examples, and analyzes the data in the COCA corpus to conduct a compre-
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hensive analysis of the subtle differences in synonyms from the perspectives of register frequency,
collocation, and semantic rhyme. After analysis, the author believes that applying corpus to Eng-
lish teaching will help learners enhance their ability to distinguish synonyms and improve their
ability to use English vocabulary proficiently.
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1. 518

WVCRIES oI . — B LK, SRR BIRIE ARV #8222 ) A (1 3 A, i SR AT U
S H A — KM s FEZAE R ST R R T, 0 22 I A Bl A ORISR, AR LA DU 1F
MPEESIEY . NTHINESREMFEEME, FASEN S SRR, BT 6= ESL s
Bigh>], XTan SO VAR iR, RS EAS SIS O, AN REAR I 1A 15 38 I V. ARG o P
SCRBUEE T AR T 2T B o SCRIEIA, I B/ & () 5] F0 ] @AY, 2R fEsebrfi b2
MR B B, 8 2 B QAT B AT RS SR L], X EE VN T A HE T IR SRl RE )
3 EA —ERE), HBCRAE, RN RS I E g g,  JoIERHE SCRIBET AR X 77 o

BEHETR S %02 20 A E IR — T IE S AR, eR LG & BRI A A &, W%
LA BE A KB B S s, WA, Ak, ERSRMERIE SIS, NNEINESHEHN
HA2]. EREE S FIERKRILTEREER 5 R AE SRS A2 7T ZNA, Wit X
TR TR B A o TR EE BRI K B TR A RIE B LSRR, S o) i i SRR R,
7330 T hngm 15 B4 o9 ), i B AR BT DO B H R A 2 A o e T S MLE R /2 1960 4 Francis
A1 Kusera £ 37 () Brown i8R}, &2 H R 0 1 15 VI 8 1 e ) FE A R iR 2 o AR F 0 A
BLHEERR T Brown iEEHESN, 304 SE1E E K5 BLHE (PR BNC). R HE 4ACIHEERLE(FFR COCA). EH
] ¢ 8 R (FRT R ANC) AR AR 0 5 188 )2 (T PR BOE)&84% . & F 18k} % T B4 Concordance. AntConc
1 WordSmith 555, A SCR % FH 52 B 49235 15k} (Corpus of Contemporary American English, & #1
COCA), 'Eifis I 1% Mul, HAHE . O, AUl JATaE AL AR T\ Fh BB 1) SO
B, REEFEK. BRI IETEERE, SNy RE0E, RARSSENE, a7 LUMREFI
S TE AR RS R AT S L. A SCE R R A COCA 1B BHE K s, X b — 2 U250
unbelievable #1 incredible F 5[], B 7EH B 2138 IR T #EM 1 & B 2 ILHRF AL
2. BRIENATRERFENER

CATE AL B A SE R R1E F B AT AT R, — 20 B ARE R AT I TRIARYE, R0t CL ARy aF
PIE LT 15 5 A AR FF A o FRATITE IS F (92 28 2R e vk, e o P i kb e h A TR S
T S HE TR AT AT T . TRRMEE RS 5 5 S T E R AR IR, T DA AR R AR LR
SCARBCZEBRE SR I A FRIERS, XHAME S EEAEH[3]. Sinclair 75 4 80 AEAUAR
#% Bank of English iEEHERBF IR T — Mo AL, B IEE T AR AR 45 6 R R 9eis, T8 1
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— B LR DML GOE VR RR IR IR (0I5 0% 775 [4] . TETUBHEET, WAl X o0 SCl & 2 2 FH R 3]
PR — KR4S, Biber 1 Reppen 383wk [ 753220 At 135 SCIRIASE FH 0 15 BEAE SR X, R 4F
TR SCEIHTE[S]. Thomas FH2E T BRI R T 1EX LT “keep” FI “get” HIAFIAE[6]. FRE A D
3 W R AR P SR AT SRR I SR TE, R B NI, — IR AR OE AR TR TR R
P R BEAT MR AT, dn, BERENS rather A1 quite #E4T T REST, B HUEAIEAFRE. 8 I
AT T AR A 25, “rather” (RS IHTE, BAMEMRIEE, M “quite” BiWH1E, BARIRIELE
[7]; ¥ #T T suspect £ doubt 7EAN [FIES K 40 AT AEL, WA Al SR 7E SERBR 3 A A7 7E A 1 S 1 )
WL 55— 2R T8 Ik BT AR BB R P R0 Hp (] 2% 3] 5 1B R R AT 56 LU 7, 940, i %2 LA CAUSE LEAD
to. RESULT in/from H1 BRING about i, XfEL [ ARIEFI 7 2] Z i8R EE A ES, I NIEESY ) F X
PAIX 4335 SCRFE AT AAIE SGRRHIE, IFRT BB R th 1 @[8]; FAR#ELL true Al real ol k4T
T, R AR 2 ST 3 A e 2 SO IA TSGR AR B I s TR A R R 2ZE SR, 32 H AT DO E R
FINBIIEHEET(9]. AL CART AT SR, @R E ik, PR B o A 25 2 5
Bicl 7] 2 T AE G325 57 = AN 7 TR AR L XA unbelievable AT incredible 57 7, 7y S5 D18 22 1)
30 SCARFE AT M AR A — 26 5 JR A S By

3. ETENENBESH

Unbelievable #11 incredible f&—Xf % Vi AL i), EATTHS 2 LB H RO 451, unbelievable 7 I
AIENAAE A, FRAEX B i B A R . R & Longman ] $165 1 5 AN 1] (14 58 SR 4] -

unbelievable:

(1) very good, successful, or impressive; e.g.: The opportunities are unbelievable.

(2) very bad or shocking; e.g.: The pain was unbelievable.

(3) so extreme that it hardly seems possible; e.g.: He is so lazy, It’s unbelievable.

(4) very difficult to believe and therefore probably untrue. e.g.: Yvonne’s excuse for being late is totally
unbelievable.

incredible:

(1) extremely good, large, or great; e.g.: There were blood everywhere and the pain was incredible

(2) too strange to be believed, or very difficult to believe. e.g.: It’s incredible how much Tom has changed
since he met Sally.

I B IRATRT UG B PR CERVEGR R, HEICAARZAL, BIENTRE XA
FEART N o ] MO TR R A U L, g SR R — A, X TR A T
%, MELLE ROt X 733 3R] o BATPRR R VEORE 2 X AT BAR M 1 Y6 AE COCA TR RBHZE T “list” 42
3 R N5 503 unbelievable 1 incredible #HATH %, SRIENIRHIAE, | “chart” iR
75 B WA AEAS [ E 0 B o A DL, R B 3 BRSO 7, BEJSLE “collocate” A2 PG R Hi 1A %% H
RGO, 3RS AR FEBC IR A E FE LA, 0 b 3 % E RGBSR, B iE DL SR B2
FEBC R R, 0] 555 BB s BB AT N L1E OhRids, MR A5 2 #4108 ANE SRk 2 [7] 23 4 5 3
S| T 2 S

3.1. BEMBER

iE3g(register) & AATESEBRITE 5 G2 o, H 138 P 5 22, AR AV AT B 2 0 AN 7] B A A2 s 5t
X < BRI R AR PR RS [ T A ) — R 5 T AR A, BARARBUNE 5 AN A RS .
AR I A S5 [10] o AHGR FRTE R b RN B AR AR 1 3 1A v B K, SRR 20 AT e 8 St
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WX ZESR, E—ERE LRAINIES R MR Wi Gk SORE AN TR A =
AT DL B NATTSE v i ) B AR LR S B A2 B R R e R A BE 2, B B3R Longman 1] #4%) unbelievable F
incredible ff15E CRIHN, IESCRIAGTER L P AEAZER, FHIEAEARFEESH s mHEAZR,
I SCRTEA R B 2 A AR, SR AR A REE . ARYE Go vt 730 3 R ZEAS [R5 380 7 AT
REAE AT DA B AT THE A P AV Je R e 56508 B B« 150, 3 COCA H g “list” #2443 A% unbelievable
F incredible AT ##544 %, unbelievable L%y 12,323 IX, incredible tHELFIAEL N 32,004 X,
incredible Hi 3L 30z EE unbelievable 22, 6 BILE SEBR (948 F o, SE1E A 15 545 [7) T8 H incredible.
B S5 FRAT T2 R P A SR “chart” R R, ATDUSEMBAITEIER . WD, AL, B, M. i
1T E S WAL R ARIA T SOAR G ) AL, Wi 1 s

Table 1. Register distribution of unbelievable and incredible
%2 1. Unbelievable #1 incredible BI85 %

A BTS| R X T HALER, IR /M WATAE S RaC AR
A 1257 1063 3867 3355 722 794 1128 138
unbelievable .
HHGIEE 1241 9.77 8.56 3091  26.60 6.10 9.27 1.15
AIEL 4712 3969 6031 7950 1981 3575 3019 750
incredible

FHGIEAM 3221 36.64 31.94 47.09 63.03 16.74 28.35 6.26

1R HIBEER Y], 7E COCA B kHE B AR FIEEH, incredible TG e 2 {3 FH % ik /2 H L% 1)
1T unbelievable, ot I & 38 FH AT AH 22 e KRB, 150 I 99058 AR I V8 38 1 H 5 38 b b 58 4
incredible A SRF R IFIF IS % . 85w, incredible 78 1515 I8 A (1458 F AR it v T HoAb 5 18, 7EH
MRS R A AR R th b e g, R 2. RN AT 44 & T unbelievable 78 HL AL HL 2 A (K4 A%
B, FRA R BB, A ARTIH, it unbelievable it incredible 48 F AR B2 f AR
BT LA X P AN 1A #2 A  E AL I T 25 4], 78 IR U SO P iR B AT . P X R
unbelievable 1913 FH 5 xR, 7F 2 il A 2 2R 18 0 il i S PR BT 22 1 36 A A unbelievable 1 2y FELRE FELAILHR
BN G, AATLE B8 A2 BrRosad 8 i A o il 56 % ] incredible.

3.2. BEIAER

B 5 bR £ RNE IR EN Y, 1RIEFSIC (collocation) kb 1B RHZETE 35 S0 F0iE sh i o ir, By
WO “REBCRIR IR SIS 2 A 7 [11] 1B L I B R I R IE ML e R, Bl—/ M5
FH—MASEBUA B Gt F R SRR, AT AT, R AL SRR 0 T bR . st
eit, ERERER Y, —MNa5hn—Ma 2 RRELI, T — AN B . TR LR
PAHEL T, ATRAN AN TG K& B RIE S RIS DOEAT G 30 . AR IR I X K 2 B Sl
NEFEEC RIS, FRATT AT AR A FH 1A TR AR, AR S b ) 4 A P — R AR . A TR R T
TEHE RS AT BT BTN, ARG 2500 (node) . #5#H (span) . #5TC 17 (collocate) AL A5 BEH
(Mutual Information Score, fAiFR MIfE). 9 i SCY4E 2R 8O, AMTEEREFE B2
SRR BN, XA S, BHRERE, Al TIEERLINE AL E . B R S
FESE N2, LAY A BT o FETC A48 (12 5 71 S0 AR BRI ¢ R AL D], — ok 5 R 1% B e —4/+4
B-5/+5 BB R Z MG S, WRURIEIEEIR AT A A1l 4 50 5 A BE BIFET T SR A0 4 505
AN, MIERSRIERB RS, ML B, 35 A X BB RS, AN I B s, —
MR UL, MIEZE RT3 Bt & W5 5 iidial . FRA17E “collocate” 42+ LA unbelievable F incredible

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2024.128719 524 HARIE = 2


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2024.128719

hE, AlE

e R s, SRR RO -4+4 SRIG R, BRI EATRIEEECE . SR MI 1A . unbelievable A1 incredible
YENTER, FEMATBMAE, B iX B NPT 21580 . AT 5L unbelievable F

incredible % [H 550 = (OTT 20 NMERL 41, W% 2 F15E 3 iR

Table 2. Nouns collocated with unbelievable

3% 2. 5 unbelievable $£HCaY 217

No. FAHC iR B MI fH No. PEBC ] B MI {8
1 story 186 2.12 11 coincidence 12 3.15
2 amount 130 3.36 12 obsession 11 3.60
3 feeling 47 2.06 13 tragedy 10 2.10
4 pain 46 2.19 14 miracle 10 2.18
5 speed 34 2.43 15 proportion 10 2.20
6 talent 30 2.76 16 announcer 10 3.42
7 courage 17 3.04 17 array 9 2.40
8 mess 13 2.13 18 corruption 10 3.42
9 joy 13 2.13 19 touchdown 8 2.03
10 horror 12 2.37 20 complexity 8 2.20

Table 3. Nouns collocated with incredible
5 3. 5 incredible $&HECHY & 17

No. FA T 1] B MI {8 No. PEHC 1] W MI {8
1 story 775 2.80 11 feeling 119 2.03
2 amount 635 4.27 12 strength 115 2.70
3 experience 297 231 13 pain 111 2.08
4 hulk 288 9.24 14 pressure 107 2.70
5 opportunity 260 2.74 15 gift 102 2.57
6 talent 183 3.99 16 feat 92 5.84
7 journey 182 4.21 17 diversity 78 3.39
8 speed 154 3.23 18 sight 67 2.44
9 success 150 2.40 19 adventure 66 3.19
10 ability 147 221 20 potential 65 2.66

I 2 R 3 9K, 00117 LA H unbelievable F1 incredible fit144 fic 17 7 AH 7] 35 4> : story .amount.
feeling. pain.speed 1 talent, {H & (5 LA &1, AUH 30%, Fél AR K4 # AN A 1 o 573 4F, 1@ W% unbelievable
Al incredible A4 HC 1A ) MIE AT UG 20 AT 2 2 R BC IR, B MIMESE T 80K T 3 HT3RE, H b unbelievable
RSB E BRI A 6 1~ amount. courage. coincidence. obsession. announcer F1 corruption; incredible f
BEEMEAE 8 4~: amount. hulk. talent. journey. speed. feat. diversity fl adventure. incredible {3
EREBOIAE R 22T unbelievable FARCTA], X5 FRBIAE 2 R BAHY) &, EAIIL A ) 35 R8T in]
HBAAA A, B “amount” , HARHASGE AR K. LA EFARC 1] A G35 T 1] ) 22 R W, unbelievable 1
incredible 1X —ZH 3 SCIRIZETE X @A 22 5 1), AR BARUWMATAN [F)IE 75 E 5 A5 s oo R T FRATH &A1
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Table 4. Comparison of collocations with unbelievable and incredible
5% 4. Unbelievable F1 incredible HI3EECiAIXTEL

B S Am unbelievable 1] 17 incredible f44 At i
FTEEAHSS  feeling. pain. courage. joy. horror. obsession. mess feeling. pain. pressure.

A story. COinCidfgﬁg{]dxﬁdi;mﬂ;&l@ corruption. story. experience:a:jvc;?]i)s:;unity\ journey.
BINViEPS amount. speed. proportion. array amount. strength. speed
RIE=EIVIEPS announcer. talent talent

IEXI)EPS hulk. gift. sight

FHRE SR success. ability. feat. diversity. potential

M 4 FTLUEH, unbelievable 1 incredible (148 B 18] 75 15 X 7347 A3 FE #5622 7+ . unbelievable 75
ST EARRTRRAE, FRABMRAE R SR WA S A DGR LR, A e ) TR R
PEFASE. incredible FIFEECIATETE SGEF RN 2, AT USRS 4R S TOR B A DG IR 5
BC i, 34 ] LME 5 AN RE ST AH O I BC 1A, &0 43 A0 S AR 1) T AN A5 L B2 JJAH G dlid %t unbelievable
Al incredible F&BCIA ()15 S L% E A3 8T, BT DAFE B2 2] 35 58 B 1 AR P A A [ 8 e R, 7R
e IR B A AW

33 BUYRER

W ESCHTA, BRI SRS MBS IR, R RIS A BRG] A E A RIAE
HTN, . —Eeim] B R RCAT A B REER A ), B S 5| 3 — S B A A R SRR A SRR R 1]
FERVEATTH RAB L - IX 8 ELA AH (R B CA T SCRE A i) 23 574 s i) — e S R PE SCAR PRI, 3 B 7 A
A e AR BT SCRE R, BB BT — PR IR B R SO, RIS AR 2 i )
(prosody). Louw iE EIE A “ —FE TR R SURE, — MU A IE RS FTi2iE” [12], Stubbs
R84 B 7] () A 1 SCRFIERE SRR 3 A =38 WIS ) (negative prosody). FHRHIE i) (positive
prosody) 1415 X %) (neutral prosody). YHARTE SCEIH, Frih A iR BTREM 51 (1)K 22 4R 2 B A 9 Z Bl B
(T AR AT SORE s, B AR MBS RI8 A S Z I A SR« BRSSO S5 T RS GBI I,
HT A R G| B A R B AR SCRE SRS, T AR R SO T PR SO R ) IR Y AR
SRR, A BRUAREE SUR R, AT BE R BT AR AR S AR A 2L, TR BUR SRR SR . 7E B3
H, JATE L4532 T unbelievable Fl incredible FFEEC ] , HLAE 4% B AT 11 SURF O 23 il Bk 47 43 35,
3592 5 f3 6:

Table 5. Classification of semantic features for collocated words with unbelievable

%% 5. Unbelievable BYFEECIANE X 4F s 72

B SRR R unbelievable 135t i L
TH ARV SURF A pain. horror. obsession. tragedy. corruption. complexity. mess 35%
FRRRAT SRR courage. joy. miracle. touchdown. talent 25%
HR M SRR A feeling. speed. story. coincidence. amount. proportion. array. announcer 40%
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Table 6. Classification of semantic features for collocation words with incredible
%% 6. Incredible BO¥EBCIANE X =3

T SURF R incredible & 1A b b

TH RS SURF R pain. pressure 10%

opportunity. journey. adventure. talent. gift. sight. success. ability. feat.
diversity. potential

FAMAE SR 55, 55%

FREE SR feeling. story. experience. amount. strength. speed. hulk. 35%

IR¥E 7 5 1% 6, FATT LLE F unbelievable A1 incredible [ i (15 15 SCRE p AR ARE SURF A5
A ZE AR K. 5 unbelievable $#5C 5 2 (1 /& B TH IS SCRE sSRAITE, G H 0 7 #0 2 B TE R A 1Ek 1)
WL, N, pain. horror. mess 245, T incredible FIF4FC iR 2 AU RBIAE SCRE S, FIARIHHLE
AN NBEAIIENE, #illn, opportunity. talent. ability 2555 . EATTA A M8 SRR s RIFA T 1] 2347 HL B S 2T,
B axX — 21 BT 2 IR CRIFATITE 2 R AR SE R kA7 e, & B Rl TE A8 B0 e AT T T A v B
(V8 SURE . PRI, 3RATT3%EHL unbelievable A1 incredible #6 f0 HAT A PEE SCRE S5 A ME— 25 F4 1L 1)
“amount” BEATRI R, ISR EERNME SN, & EMDOLTE 20 5%, FE eI 2L REEEL
BEAT N AR, AT IR 5 B AR X 401 SURE AU, kSR T B8 2 (B 505 ST N A, AT X
o O ARAE SGH) . BURAE SGRAT s S . BEHH 36 7 Ik 8.

Table 7. Classification of contextual semantic characteristics of unbelievable and amount
5% 7. Unbelievable 5 amount 1£ B0 AT IEIE S 3

TSR A R N b

It’s getting an unbelievable amount of attention
I’ve had to throw out an unbelievable amount of stuff that won’t survive the journey
Given the unbelievable amount of leaks that poured forth

BB 3 An unbelievable amount of resources have gone into putting the case together

o He has done unbelievable amount of good for children 9 45%

They have an unbelievable amount of need for trust in elected officials
We have an unbelievable amount of leftovers
You’re willing to suffer an unbelievable amount of pain just to get to them

His unbelievable amount of middle class frustration and anger in this country

We’re talking an unbelievable amount of hours
I got an unbelievable amount of experience

Soon after, an unbelievable amount of people joined the NABS

FRRTE X 6 30%
i I have an unbelievable amount of respect for guitarist Neal Schon and the rest of the 0
band
We move unbelievable amounts of materials. We transform vast quantities of energy
Paying coaches unbelievable amounts of money, but that’s what you do
There has been extensive, unbelievable amount of commitment (to keep him here)
tippiE y Worea tight evening gown that displayed an unbelievable amount of cleavage
5 25%

LR It’s not some unbelievable amount of pressure

It’s that the projects take an unbelievable amount of work from start to finish
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Table 8. Classification of contextual semantic characteristics of unbelievable and amount
5% 8. Unbelievable 5 amount #&BLAIEEIE X S S

SR R HEEE S M HH

Is that there is an incredible amount of gratuitous violence, gore, truly horrendous behavior

But people are assuming an incredible amount of ignorance on my part

THMIE S And the act of suicide takes an incredible amount of courage, because we can’t be sure that 0
5 25%
K5 what comes after death

We already have an incredible amount of cynicism and bile and negativity in this industry

We have spent years and incredible amounts of resources on what is a monstrous fraud

The 2000s has produced a shocking amount of incredible music

It can theoretically hold huge amounts of data at incredible density, and kept in cool, dry,
and dark conditions

The incredible amount of knowledge | have acquired is unbelievable and | know | don’t
need

It takes an incredible amount of courage for women to stand up and confront their rapist
and demand justice
I have an incredible amount of respect for science and think we will develop a variety of
BUig  things
LS d=) Unlike Willard, Park has an incredible amount of tolerance, love and acceptance for all
people

11 55%

One of the best things about Windows 8 is that it adds an incredible amount of functionali-
ty to your arsenal with swipes and taps

There is an incredible amount of energy and creativity taking over our public spaces
They are spending incredible amounts of money in search of the “next big Google thing”
This bundle includes an incredible amount of bonus value - more than $30 in total

I realize that you guys do an incredible amount of comedy ... that is very high level

And so a hundred tons multiplied by that amount gives you this incredible total. But in
fact, this is crazy.

It is an incredible amount of work, especially on the preparation and support front

ik These large airframes are designed to take an incredible amount of punishment, largely by 4 20%

yielding and flexing rather than excessive rigidity

But dove for over 2 hours, observed an incredible amount of reef, coral, marine life, swim
through and the hole was

KGR, FATHREE amount 7£ 55 unbelievable $4BCH ) 20 46 CAS B, At £ ILAIIE X
FIRF RS 9 NI SURF £ 7 EE 45%. 6 ANARBITE SURF £ A7 B 30% A1 5 ASH T SURF £ A EE 25%.
amount 55 incredible FATELIT ) 20 25 SCAE B A (18 SURF AU 11 ANFIRGE SURE R, 5 B 55%. 5 MTH AR
B SURFAT, (LG 25% A1 4 AN S SURRAT, TG 20%. Gl i, TR R T RS EL IR 1IE S
R UL SR 0 AL RE B 1015 SO A, A RIS R E A&, HH unbelievable (¥4 B ial fiE 5%
G SURF RV AT EUECTYY, ROV SRR SRR, B PR TR GBI, 177 incredible FRIF4 T 1) AR B4
FIRRARAE SCRF i S Ee i %, R E B R 1E GBI R . BHUL AT %0, unbelievable A incredible iX—%H
I SCRAEE SUR) FAFAEZE R, TR T AN RIS SR
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4. 4B

RCFETIERER) 770, HH COCA BRHE T H, MIBEE. FERCIEFIE S = AN 7 T — 4
X ¥ %51 unbelievable Al incredible HEAT T ##bT. B 745 R R R: MIEESIECKE, incredible ¥ H B %
BR, ErAiRiEE bR M. 546, unbelievable A1 incredible #B& ki ) FEAL I 2%
P, BRI T IERiEAR . WIEECHEKRE , unbelievable fITE TS BEIMIXBRAS, & 50 B
A AR ELFE TS, incredible AIE SCEREIARN T 32, G SR ARNC & S3ERBE I SCH) . 1618 SGET
[fil, unbelievable 3 H 415 LE A, incredible A R IE )i A] . 25 F K W, unbelievable #1 incredible
B T EIEIR A U7 AR B R ZEFE AN, TR R AR, BERERE ) b, A B E R
gr LETR, ERVERAE KEMNEARRSERL, IR T DS B PRI R, b 4R
TR KBk EE R SAEACE Y, Beika: 2] A 5 43 Wil SOl (B AT ZE 70, AEAS A AT SR
AR R EE 1Y) i R R R A o) PR AL N S AL A, 8 S R IR PR P A E L, ik
2 535 RS TN LT (Y13 F OEE .
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