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Abstract

Modern Japanese has a complex and varied system of epithets, including hiragana, katakana, kanji
and romaji. The way in which a word is written is also of great significance, and the linguistic effect
it conveys can vary greatly from one to the other. In recent years, katakana, which was originally
used only to denote foreign words in Japanese, has been frequently used to write non-foreign words.
What are the reasons for choosing this unconventional form of notation, and what kind of expres-
sive effect does this form of notation bring? The clarification of this question may help us to fur-
ther understand Japanese society. Japanese manga is a very suitable subject for this study. Japa-
nese people often find manga in their daily lives, and the frequency of using katakana to notate
words that are not loanword in manga is also very high. In this paper, we investigate this uncon-
ventional form of notation that appears in the first four manga of the highly popular Japanese manga
Chainsaw Man, which has been animated in recent years, and analyze and examine their expres-
sive effects. At last, a preliminary summary is made to conclude that there are five types of expres-
sive effects: indicate sounds, visual enrichment, emphasis, role’s word, and special reference. It also
signals that Japan’s younger generation is either seeking change, diversity and thirsting for new
things.
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R A S FE TR E BN A 5 =N A5 AR (Al e mb b B, T B Ja — R0 WU 55 32 N A 7838 ) I
XA ULRT o WA UL, BERTHT PN A BSR4 LR B 1, eE — R BRI T AU b AT
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Table 1. The transcription of personal pronouns in the manga Chainsaw Man 1~4

F# 1 BE (BEA) 1~4 P AFRRIDHRIZIER

NFRARA R EEANE S STRVE REEEIRVE

watashi 86 1
ore 153 10
boku 6 3
washi 0 32
uchi 0 4
Kimi 1 28
anata 1 14
temee 4 22
omae 57 8
unu 0 15
kare 13 2
kanojo 2 0
soitsu 8 1
koitsu 14 12
yatsu 1 12
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