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Abstract

As an important phonological feature of Chinese, the phonetic manifestation, origins, and evolution
of tones have always been a key focus in the field of linguistics. From a diachronic perspective, lit-
erary and colloquial readings, as well as the contact between Chinese and minority languages, can
both be regarded as forms of broad language contact. Examining the stability of tonal features
through these two factors reveals that literary and colloquial readings indicate that internal contact
within Chinese dialects tends to preserve the tonal characteristics of weaker dialects. In contrast,
contact between Chinese dialects and tonal-less minority languages often leads to significant
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changes, such as the addition or reduction of tonal categories.
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Table 1. Comparison of literary and colloquial readings in some dialects
#= 1 WA EXELENR

3 A 3L S| 3L A
24 1 teie53 kai53 M miau51 mau51 W vul3 zoul3
PRI W ciedd xedd iRt teie213 ke213 i px~ 53 pie53
BB 7 tehin51 tehian51 Al f035 uo35 H it55 nit55
HIT # tehiau35 khau35 fi# tcie53 kai53 T cia213 xa213
g7 HE tehi312 tei312 ) koudl teiaudl H 713 zul3
JMAE I tsius5 &"iu55 1% si35 sei35 El jyt22 (j)ick22
Wl % en33 sian33 4 men51 mian51 J& kin55 kan55
EHE HY tshy35 tsh@i35 # fan53 fen53 A jep22 1ep22
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AL R EGE, EREFF R E AR AR EEOT 5[5 B84 R, DU AR I B 16 XM il —
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SRR Z IETL BRI E, s B IR T g B R .

3. BEEMNAERTREN

% ORI B0 A7 RBURHUE AN SR B s s, DOEA DB RRIE 5 2 A4
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