Modern Linguistics BLAUE £, 2024, 12(9), 553-560 Hans X
Published Online September 2024 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2024.129824

KIBELIACleanBiBEE L IAT

BEAE, KEE

LROREAMEEBE, 2 S

L=

Weks H . 202448 H7H: FHEM: 20244F9H9H; KA HM: 20244F9H23H

HE

A AIGE BT “clean” ARFRAN R, HATEEUKFIRNERANRIT. FFRET (GERIGE L)
PAR R B J S FHEEREE P B, 200 T 3RALIA “clean” HIIBEIRRER . WERNHINSE. R
RIG/BMHER, “clean” £ T L UEAABMEIREA B2 R R BNA FE LR R, TEHN
PN AR P R EAADL T R 5 E L IR, S R ERTE AR )
A, HENFIMSETEMER T ANRIEABE T EAERNEEERME. SAE—ERE LEE T IER
WIRREHRHIANRET SR, BE—EMSENENE L.

KA
946, Clean, iB¥EML, M|, 3HE

On the Grammaticalization of the English
Intensifier Clean

Meijun Cheng, Hongguo Zhang"
School of Foreign Studies, Anhui University, Hefei Anhui

Received: Aug. 7%, 2024; accepted: Sep. 9*", 2024; published: Sep. 23, 2024

Abstract

This paper focuses on the English intensifier “clean”, presenting a case study for its grammaticaliza-
tion. Based on the Old English Dictionary and the Corpus of Historical American English, the study
analyzes the evolutionary path, mechanism and motivation of the grammaticalization of “clean”.
The study concludes that with two stages, the evolutionary path is from notional adjective to low-
intensive functional adverb, and then to high-intensive functional adverb. Metaphor and metonymy
as well as subjectivity are the main mechanisms, while semantic generalization and efficiency factor
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serve as motivations. Both the mechanism and the motivation demonstrate the predominant role
of human beings. This study, to some degree, enriches the case study of the grammaticalization of
English intensifiers, with some reference value and significance.
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1. 53|

B AETE & AR — A O AE R, T BRI R iR VA EE F %K Meillet [1]32
H, R “H B PNBER AT F—FEFISR . XEM 8207 Bt R, Wt
I FEIR R AY RAE R o B S VG 7 A RO 22 (1 25 3 G X — TR R IR L. SR, SFa b “AEvin”
K—MEERAE 13 i Egie kT, HROA “SHRE” o I OSBIED) iR
CRICE NS, BAEY B, S2mT, BT o WA, KT BT XM RZE R T
13 e, 76 11 tHat R 1, FIRER) (BB A4 E) B aiaics “RIEHGE FIEL, SFE2ImASE,
B2 d. R EEA, B mEie R mER. Gk, EoHthaE e, R
E I E S TEFIESAE S E B E R . B4, BT AR E 5 3 R R A 5 1%
W, VB R o IR B P 9 A £ R 43 B S R P EVE AL LR, IR B 53R T BV L
A

SRAGE MG SR S N5, T7ETE S A O RS O R UOTE N B R EEE S SR LT
MBHES, EREBABM—L s, WA B LA B E NARERIAME R . M7E TS b i Fp
HiRZ, A% Wi very, quite, greatly %, WA RrRIRALIA W EA R LR terribly, awfully,
desperately, dead %5. IXLLIAHA & HIEARME X, HAE74aE X ER closed class words, K, 7E15E S
SRR, AT B D R IR I SR Rk e . E AR 2B S F X NThEE. WL 1B
AL S A BRI AR AR, I BN TR S R R R S ThAg, I AR B AR SO T R SR A TR Y
W TR — @ BT I H clean iX — A 1A 2245 B8 Bl NG 5 = X090, HOW JaiB s Ak 18] )ity
78 UL S A IRE A AT — @ N . (E, AN S0 TR T 1B R B R R I R AN R R AT PR
(1, AIRe XA RIS REA — @M, WA EZIES 5T X clean BT IR —PIRE,
IMPABIE 5478

2. FEEBUIRRIEXHAR

[ A O] T D81 SR A B BIF I AT BA 23 9 SIS A DI PRI 9 . i e AE RN 2 1 3 0 9 1A ) T e
fiEs RGN R QBN RITE SCRERT T . 788 [2006] AT 2% = 35 1) 3t b B 1A PR A 1] AE PR L EAT R 48
WHIT, RIEVFZ A REAT A TR K sRA R AR AR 2B 22 S AR 2 ThREARFAE, Al AT/ R B S A 3a] i SR
(R 7 AR MR SR AL S RIS AN SR B A ISR A P AR L SR A B A B B R MR 2 5. i
IR [ATEINTE RS AR B B SR AR AR RS A, A E R HE AR TR R SCROL], 28 1T B s AL 1A 2
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IEAER AU NG & SO TR BEAE 2 fORAE[S1H 5 1 oA “sRtbin + B
Z A I SRIRREE o L, SEAGIA AR SO TR 2 DL AN ERA N TIN e e A [6] A S s
FEALT, SR R R NS ERSE R, MOTHCE (R R NAER M. SRS [7] N
WA S AT RERIL 1 B SRR SCE . A0 8 Z TR AT RS SR AL 17 ) R e AR AT T
H5E, MR8 TR R LRI IR RKETE R RE, RESIEME R TR R
GRS AR LA . FRISARAE[O I TR BOIAE TR R, XS R IA AT 1R

17 JFI RS AR RIT 2R 22 DA SR HEAT AR S . Ansg 32 [10]145 & iK1 2 absolutely, /3 Hr L RCH X
SO 518 SGRIR P A2 57 o F R IR [L1] 58 TR X S T AR 5 s A AT 17 I I A2 7o AR 19
JL[12] LA pretty, really JUIA xS A A s AL T g 1 P A2 R 7L . AR [13] 70 #r 1 LA dead 4
AR I L1 T AR SR s A 1 PO ST AR I FE DA & dead + ADJ 5i b ) 211 T A4 AT 3 R0 288 AT R 1Y) 7 ek A
Ao TR A 0] I F TE AR G AR B R S S SIS AN S 1410 P AR AR R L 9 AL 37] 1422 5 AN AR AL AT 7 i
AT HE.

I AR 7 R F T A 2 A B S 2 2 3 B SR AR PR B HEAT (0 SEUERTE 78 BL R — 284~ S T
S R [ 15 KF 9 A 17 2 DAy B e R PS8 T R i R S i P P ST, F R I o R 2 > 3 3o /A P e v R P53
I 2 0 AR P o SR 5K /N T [16] 045 th o [ S o b K A P A P ot v A P B A3, ) 05
A FAEARIE BB TE 45 18 -

ASCEZR IR T, X5 clean FITRIA AR AT /04T HATE R, B 2EF 0T 30858
W LA RE T HIRE L . (HE A R 7K clean fEAMRAIRIEAT HHRAL A 04T, R ACHE
FUAE— RE AR AT A 8 [ A T S s AL A TR 7T, R — e AT R 220, th A —5E
RS HME.

3. FERIRIE

ASCUL (CAHEETEIE TR 1) (OED). Jeif i P ia] 4t LA K Sk [ g S8} 2 (COHA) R A B i 5 A6 14] clean (1)
R . COHA MIFERN 4 1237, W 19 YIRS UT N F 24 )58 [ ITEREAS, 8 A T/
Pl B IRAAZARWIFIATESS, HArPOE RS RIS R B, ASHT 70 5% 200 4
K clean FiR ML HEHC. 1 LRI A24L . OED LA &ifiiaJing it 3= 2 A PR clean £ v 415 I I
PR TEALURR AR . T R clean R SCIEAS I TR RE,  HEANAIT FE /) w45 5
4. 5B4iF) Clean HIEELET LR

SeifaR i clean FITRTAMLBAR AR KON : SO AW > (RERILEIT > moR il . JOREL
PR T AT S AV AL IR BRI FLUGRE SO AL, i T e 2
“Sea, KM o Clean [l SUMITYRE LRI, AL 7 HARRAL IS A REAEE S . I H A
HREEZSAMABEB: — BHSESOER A SIRGERLRANR; = B R5E AR 2w R R .

4.1 B—HE: KUEER > KELEIR

Clean 7£ 7 ZEiH N 1 (R P e W IR 0], — LT A s Ja AR 3R, B (R il RE 4 i, =08
“TIER, JEERT o MRE OED, HERSEA N TN BRI 3 =, Wkl)Hs

(1) Bonne bid dzt hus clene. (Trans: Then the house is clean'.) (OED, 283)

MARTEAE Y, clean 824 SEial i 2 1) SN el UE R ahialJa i, AFoARIER > . XA &
VE: ASCHTASRIET OED (BRI B St Chat GPT #1i%, B2 N TESGEE M.

N3
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T IEAEE ML B S ThAE, ARH I, JF HAEDASGE PR IR IX — ik,
BEJSAE 14 A0S JEER 1, clean B A AR RBMANR, SOy “se4it, MRH” o wl2)
B

(2) Pei chaced out pe Bretons so clene. (Trans: They drove out the British so clean.) (1330 OED)

FEIXA) T, clean J2 AL R so J& I, (ERARSE R A SOA, ATLLE HY clean 73X A1 it &l i,
KBS drove [, Fom “sgah. AIEH” o BAEREEOY AT EAMRE S X T, B
AR S o HAEX AT clean WIARIATR LT “ Tt o “F s, B “fb A TR e
R AGEEE 045 7, AP B A R B IR R AR KA, ARIREZ . BITELIX HLIY clean w2 R R IR
sEAL LRI, ERORE TR RN “ T8 r. BT MRS A BONYE RIS SGHTH .

JF HARYE COHA i clean +V MM AR AR, ATLULKBIEICIEE T clean R fRsRiL LI G AK
SAREAFAE, X AE NP SCZ I . Wil (3) Al (4) B :

(3) “He set there so quiet with a book in front of him I clean forgot he was in the room,” said Aunt Hitty apologetically.”
(FIC Timothys Quest, 1890)

(4) He was clean shaven, with short, dark hair. (FIC Tea with terrorists, 2002)

M, wTLLE H clean #8572 U B i) 2 B AR Bl RAZ 201 1) . 25 —A)iE i) “clean forgot” K]
EEE AR . HETEMER T TR B, WD “BE TR B BT . B
TR R FRE AR SR X, “clean shaven” T LLAE “ SE 4 ilhi 7 B3 “ RIS T e L DR .
ATLAE H, clean FARSRAL SN, & (I35 SO B AR ADGE 2 J5 oMW S, [t EL A 755 A D0 1 Rk
I
42. EZMER: 1KELRNA > SEAEIE

Clean 1BV AL IHAZ 1K 55 i Bl 2 F AR A0 Bl ) B A8y s A R i o 7E clean Y58 A% B ey R A0 SR 1]
Jei, VSR ARARAE T o FAT BARHIE SRR U —3, B At AR, A
BT TR sziE L. MRAE OED, clean 7F 14 tH20 i wh L T R sk LRI, 4ot (5) i «

(5) Clene panne pay turnde hure mod. (Trans: They clean turned their mood.) (OED, 1380)

7 Ay, clean 1R BH 2 A A EIRSCE SN turned FITTT, SRAEZNE, R “5a4H, AIEH”,
FHEAREARET “Fif” 28, XAENEDR “MITEafE T HOMES” o kLA clean 1K
WA TR B SURER, (R BRATRARERM SR “ T35 RN BN 6] F i AT BI ey, 8N4 F 1
WSROI o [FIE, X B clean tHA] DL 5EE H HAh R B LR satb iR kA%, W1 “absolutely”
“totally” , “completely” %5, Xt if—PuEi] 1 L 1) clean F7m 12 sk o

R4 COHA, TEBRIEE S, clean 1Ay s oAl SCRITA M AW %, ERIENIERMEH. W
1(6) Fr 7«

(6) ... you clean up by telling me the whole truth. Are you ready to come clean? (MAG Harpers, 1920)

151(6) ] come clean ZJLiIEH ) —N 23, BN “EfItH . SR o KEKPC e
SCPR Bl R “AEl. seath. WML, sl clean PrRIARIE X . Clean iX B EIRA B EAL T 51
ZJa, ABKRARRAE NENARAE SN “come” B, BL, clean FREIAM H) “ 584, MERH” 28845
IR TREE -
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LAk, clean ffE oy mys b BRI, R 1 AT LMEMhIA LAAE, ta] MBI 215 . £ COHA HiEAT clean
+ ADJ I AT RIS, AT LUK B clean 2wyl LIRS, gl (7) s -

(7) a place where we were to get on board the rail-cars. This was a clean new sight to me. (NF/ACAD David Crockett,
1874)

FEBI(7)IX A TE R, AR AT SCIIESE, FRATAT DUAIIE BEAL 1) clean new sight $8 12 “ &HTIHR” o Ft
PL, X B clean s&{ERENAME LG FITE 2510 new [, &N “A8M” , BERSKRAE ST 436 “sight” .
{HZ clean AATREMETE A RMEME “sight” , BRI clean RIEFIAM “Fi8H)” fEiZEE DB “5%7 &1
VERAL. [FIRY, BEAR) clean A “F 1417 8 A, o I/E mr SRl El i o

DL ERISZ clean FEIEEAL H B KAR IR R AT, 43 APIANBT BL . T 5658 — Wi Bt B Sk U1 A2 2|
MRSRACENTA, 7 SCHESRIG “ TR 7 AR “se 4t MR o (EREX—H B clean 7E1E L _LAKIH
TRE R “F8H” B B SUREBONHE, AR B DEIER T, o “si—+=
W7 CRIETTRET o BESGCESE BB, clean HRERALEA AR B SR LA, B clean B4 5E
A TR S BN SE A AR HE”, T DURI AR SR [R] SCH S Ak 1A AH B 4, i completely
“absolutely” %5, J+H, BEi clean MY AT LMEHizhiA, AT MBI A, RimA X, W0 “&H” . 5l
T DRERHN N B e, 1 WAL INREIZ ST K. Clean BIEEANA SCRA T B AR 1 A2 I SE B, £F
B IR AR ) A

I+ HARYE OED, AT mT LUK I clean FITEEAL (1 /N B Bdpe A2 o S 1B I A L2 58 T Clean i
LR IR A SCRIRII 2 1330 4, 1 B - my s Ak SCRINRDZ 7E 1380 4, AR TE 14 4, mifsAHZE P
AMZd . MHHTET LA H clean VAR & LU BORGE, [Flith, 42 FRA SR VEA A clean 1iFE2AL
B B o

5. 584L1d Clean & ETHNFISaIHE

A AR R I SE IR, AR RIS T E A AL A3 BRER T B R e Is AT A X
AR AL R A BB o R 22 06 TR AL LA AN S R T3 SR A i 480, AN R AR 223 A AN TR ) DAL »
Rl A 2238 A 3 X ok, (BRSO clean BE AL AN BRLRE 23 il BEAT 1 3k

5.1. REHLH

Hopper 1 Traugott [171IA AiE Ak 3= s AR ML 2 FHT A A IS HE P P . (ELE il 1BV AL B 1Y)
AR T G R RE, BRI R R L . P aFERRm e A A VR E
%5 o M clean HUBTAIEAR R4, 5 AN clean HITE AL T AR ML 43 Sy B a4 i 40 =5 W04k 79 K =8 ML

5.1.1. [aMSE

Ko A AL I 2 B VA B L . R AR R T, BRI 8 (0 A AN (R DA s M ) 4R
B YR A I — AN AR B MRS B € BRI P — N R M [18] . O FLIX RS A
— R, B E T RS A, SRR KNI Py FEA TR R A . T RN — s e e,
"E R B 2 1] BOAR AR AR S o A A AR F LR B 5, MBRTRIS S B bRk i s R
M7E clean FIIEZALIEAR (LR, " MECRIIE A “ T3 BB LRIAER “wat” , hRFAE
SCONEARFI R I3RS . 3 HAE clean TEVEA LI AR IR 1 AN B 43 T 1AL ) 2 8 v 5 B AT L ol

FESE— i B ZAR DL L], clean Y “ i) 8 LWL BIR AL 44 5P 4 clean shaven. clean
forgot. fEIXLLLEHH, clean 5251 Frfiiid PR AS BA FHARYERIAH G . Shaven 5 forgot HIFEEE 5K

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2024.129824 557 HACIE = %


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2024.129824

FERAE, K&

B T FHEASS, W R, BITE R0 BTHET o B, XPMIRERAL SO i R 6 752
B Z 18] AR PR AR A4, TG ST 17 3“8 7 O SG S SCEHHIE, fEHRA —Em “ T
R T S R -

FrBe, EEABIRRmALE . 7 mTRURDRREE A7 BT B MR R EDIRE, BLSR
i, FATRATELAON “ 5”7 ATLURRIER “HeAe” “mge” SRR s T . X —B4esrra
MR 3 3l 5 (0 J A KR o HL e P ARLACLAE £ T R ARt R A A AR A PR 0L, 6 S 4
st o Ak, R A SCRTE SO, clean fED8 “ 07 (A ] SE 2> B2 2215 I &
N LRSI, clean FIEIRDIRER MR H, JR0] REMR Sia FAR RS M B H R Beit, hia b
TEEMAL, WS BIATRAR Y TR clean AL TR EMAL, AR B FAL T, AMIATAH “ 58
Gt IR 22 Lo R, clean FEIRAALTHAR I RE RGN B, 0 2 P 1 w5 B R TERE AL L

5.1.2. EWk

TR AR E T O S U 7 SR FH AE R 9135 55 5 0 R SR s B3 40 D0 A DR IR S A, i 2 W A2
BE AR, BT RS UL E R AR YOE S A B s R IL[19]. WHRETLLE R, &
A B S A PR 1% 5 A FE AN RS, T s N Rl TR AR A 2 52 BRI ) E W B B SCRC ), BRI
B A R AT AE AT B GOy A — 8 I E .

7 clean HIMKIRAL X AR B omik X, clean — TG HR — N E WK FHSZ, WH(2)+ bei
chaced out pe Bretons so clene. (Trans: They drove out the British so clean.), clean 7£iX &) 1% # B & 1
AN Fez, B E APAITEE T . e, clean BT R MK sRIL IR EFPRSR “TH 0, %
AR, 0 ST ) A S R EA R AE 7, BRI, clean Hh 3 AR 5 ) 2 ML K
W E. WA, RATEWHSAENIEE N ERERE, R EEERIAEEM clean 5 4 — N E
W “so” Hr. XH “so” R BLIEE BN S UE A, Uil I AL T AR RS N TR
e 7 19 a0 e 2 A

{HE] T clean =5k XIS, clean A% & it iZ i 2 H Ui i& & & B, @151 (5) Clene panne pay turnde
hure mod. (Trans: They clean turned their mood.), clean turn / clean BELEEH A Ui ih & I, iih &)
A B EMAT R e A T HARES% . 7E41(6)....you clean up by telling me the whole truth. Are you
ready to come clean? (MAG Harpers, 1920), come clean & “ 44 FEH 7 A&k H 635 & 6k T W 18 & 1) J8
SN, AR A Ak, #EBI(7)H This was a clean new sight to me, clean sight 2 Bl H 5 1%
AR A8 S R B B2 A o NI LS, FRATTEAT LAE Y clean fEIEEALE RS R, WA h
T BRI RE, IR ETHAE S UL RS AR, Rk, clean FTEVRAL AR LA 1 B AL FE B
gy LA S E ALK I R AL . AT B S I B R AR, A i AR o S T 3 AR LA
clean FJ &R L
5.2. ‘®TRIHA

BIALS) R B TR 22 TSR e e, HILRINEVE AL AL 0 P PRt LB, AR SRR AT 118 VE
B RIS A N HE DL % clean MUTEVEATE AR RE URFAE, 44 8h R 43 il S AR R 1 5 ]

5.2.1. iBXZH

Xz, WA, RIS EOTIER R BT E S NIk AT L& RS [F TR B R
Ko EREENHIIAE R Z —. M clean FIEEA AR RS, HATLIE H clean (115 S H IR 5 1 LA
BAR S X, F A EAG S R D Re B s A 1 # A S BRI R R Gz A RE IS LE clean & H T
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FZMIEE. 2 clean AL LB RIAR “TRH” I, C B R a2 40, IF KRR BEE 5
AT 5 1 Sk 418 o 11024 clean FFAaTE L AR SRAGEA RS, B R LB =R Shia, | 511G 05D
KRAEZASE S, RAE SGEEAZ AR, KA LLERR “FHEg” 80 —F 237, W
clean shaven. clean forgot. 7t/ VAR B R an iR oAk I, clean BiE XA K Az A, FF HIHAE /D)
RetEEA, BT stizhinl, harsiiaiE, 7)) clean new. S LART WL EILR 1T AE &R B i,
32 FH AR RO B R R R 5 T K

5.2.2. EMEzE

RSN R R T 2B R, NEAEAE G I, e 2 e T FH 16 B 10185 2 B R S R RS
3 AR AT AR . 5 THEAERIEWIA M E B SR, REAAKEAK . A5 H B ARRAK
T 2B B R LA 2 [20] o 3X — 55 2 B B A B S A it 2 clean A I S Ak B 3R] s 309, £97) 21 7 R A% clean forgot I,
B IEET clean T & Thig ], FoR “seath” , Frol™ig e L B e MR B ROZE “ A RIL” 5
JEEIL” o HRRMERMAEE, forgot #oRk “Hid” , —BR#EEBICHENEARPR, & 2
&, SR clean {ENEF/EE AT, FoREBNIZE “Bid” X—aERRESRHE “Bid” KEis
(PR ZS o T IX e T AR SR S L A5 R o (H AN Kt clean JE 2GR “ T8 )7 B SURNIX AN, A DIAER
forgot M S IEMPRASRNZAE “ 007 , SIRNCN “BA7 , Ml LR gy K Emeid g Eid T,
imEA2AWEER T, T e, B “sEamic” o WERKSEY LRSS, & 5] B BRI R 1R
AEREE, = NN E B, R R B R Y 3 SR

6. &t

AL EEHITC 7 SR clean AL SRR LALHEIZN A . L CFEESER IR 30D DL SRR
JOEE R N EEERRIE, BRSO T R clean FITEVE Mk B AR A AN B K S BRI LEI RS R .
ARG clean MIEALE 1 1 i S SOR B MRsRAL RO DI RERITA, P e ISR A0 B A 5 A2 Dy e s AL A
WA B AN SRR R, Bz, TEHANE LIRSz, XAREL R A E . B
— B B A R R R A LA BB (8] SRR S PR AR AR 1, ANTTGR ST 7 “ T3 19AH
R SCEHHHE, A BIR R T 15 G, BORIRERA S 58 B BOWZ P 1 B, A AL
PEREAT AN, FF & MINBAA S R AN AE . (ERAEE SGZP S i e vh 5 2K 5E Ak
YR B, XL T R SR . RS clean $EBE T JEA B AR SE X, Hymaaib S, #rns
W EARSNE, BBV ARERGES, By “AIRit, seait” o (RNt 2 2038 5 M 10 30
SR MEMIEL R, AL T WAL KL .

PAEAEE SRR clean YBEMEVAM IR AL R S AL 5 B R A B AR 73 B o FLrh fLae] 5 30 PR A4
AR TR S A AR BLAOA SRR TR H R TR R E R ST VE R IR, A SCHE S i B
REA AR MEEIR 2 AL, Ay AT BE 2 10 5 52 54 AT RIS FH SN 28 76 1 07 925 R 448 482 40 90 9 1 98 A 1]
clean, #h7815 583 HIBEALERE . WU S B0, fe BE o i SR AL a1 A0 D I AR BT T ik — P e | S
K&

B O

B L BE T AR ARSI . RO R BORAANE A B R B 5 508 B AR SN R
FEIM GBI TR F R, e G, AR AT T AR R O 4R & LR S
T ROUE R AL =ML F 2R B A TR, VR, B s A 4 TR S ST HZ%
Rk AR SOk, AR SRR LR T B AR B AR i
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EemHE
ZRAAT AL 2R R R — I E Ak - 1 OO I N 9T O 2 R B B AR VR AL R
(AHSKY2021D152).
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