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Abstract

When using language, people are more or less regulated by metapragmatic awareness. Frequently
used in both spoken and written language, you know, after a series of grammaticalizations, even-
tually evolves into a discourse marker which reflects speakers’ metapragmatic awareness to dif-
ferent degrees and performs different metapragmatic functions. Based on the COCA, this paper
analyses the metapragmatic functions of the discourse marker you know according to Verschueren'’s
theory of Metapragmatic Awareness and the Relevance Theory proposed by Sperber and Wilson.
It is found that you know has six metapragmatic functions: highlighting the information, giving
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further explanation, regulating turns in conversation, providing examples, making suggestions
and maintaining relationships. By exploring the metapragmatic functions of you know, the rela-
tionship between you know and the metapragmatic awareness of language users is further re-
vealed.
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1. 518

BRI R A VE SRt I — P& iE sy, BT IR RTENE, 2 TR . ml il A 1) 4 1 45
AREZE B SR AV RIE, R B AR ROAZ O B CERRYE BRSOk Ui, BREIE S LS
FHI[1). EANIEEFRCIE RIWT S A T Labov Al Fanshel X well FIHRIT[2], B G A2 2 3 Bl 4 AN 5] )
A FEXTEAEARICTE IR TE o B 223 F KON TE B FRICIE AL 3 A AN 2 i R SIS S S, e
POE AT G 1915 SCAZY, T2 1l T BEAR SR A5 BAnid, A isiE s me 5| SER R EE
X (procedural meaning) [3]. TEWFFEXT S L, AT ANBIRETE 3 R ETHIEFRCER — B, X EAARRE A5
WWIER RS R FL, AWM ITEARAE R K, &6 RBE0, MHEFEARILE you know ]
JCIE T REEAT 704, #7 you know 515 5 A FH# 70 1E H RIR Z [RIAI R &R, BB AT R Hh 31 A A0
AERCTEE, AT SO AT H R A

2. TRARIRSXEKER

Verschueren A2y, & & M40 H R EA NIRRT, M — R AR A2 (1 (RSB AR AL () e i b, DR
ST B TR, WA R . BT ARAENS RS, JRE— DR REAE SR 4
FFEMALE, HArl R & &Mab s 77 e F B RAERE 4], IES A EEMHIE SR, 2
2 B AN B o R T B AN S R B ) 7 EEAS [F] 1) A 2 U7 T RS B AT A RE S E RIS
AeA A SEELE SR AEBR B, 0 eI AR L R AR A, R S O Y R SRR, XA
ARG R P 1), BT RIREERE, T e R E TGz, R TE S
Hix—RElz b, Pt eEmon “TTiEHER” , FRAEEHZHAUEI[5]. TiEHERRZES
FEAT AP AR B ROk ), Y L R UG B AR s A, 40 1 guess, anyway, you know %5,
Sperber 1 Wilson $#2 H! () < B & (Relevance Theory) il N, FiBaZ bR —FHiAEITES), & — R - i
FRAPARIERE . e AR AR A AR 77 B DL /S IR P NSRRI A 8O o i is % — AR 2 R
P2 RE MR UGS B, DAE L 7 B AR UE B AT H R AT RN AR o BRI, A T IR UEAZ B IR 364 T
S BOEAST I W& AR G R 5 — 2B T BOR 51 5 WG AR G R DA S0 PR S5 A e e A S BRI B
K W 18 2 51 100 O TE A BT AR B SRAR R NE B AR, SEILRINAZPR[6]. BRIE, 1R ICE S — R R
BFotrid, RESHEHFETEARIRIEI, RRBMENFE, RN BT 5 7858 br it E 2
FBL. Toifi FRIR B W] DR NATTAE A B b A A B B UGB AR I 1, 17 DG B6 B8 JU) v e R AATTHE
A8 b o A A FH R AR I B [ 7]
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3. EIBFRIZIE You Know

You know #2& 52 B Hh i ATAE FH IR 1E ARG TE 2 — . Ostman(1981) %1% iE#ric & you know BEATHE T, IF
W HLFR 2 NAE FH /N iRl (pragmatic particles) [8]; Schiffrin (1987)%t 11 MEEARCIERET 1 % M E it
78, H A EE you know [9]; Britt Erman (2001)%4 you know # A —Fisd o1 & 1 W%, AEERHS IR
[10]; [ P9 254 47K (2002) 5 HE1EFRIC1E you know ZEATHEEFFHT[11]; FARHE(2014) WAt 2518 55 £ A X
you know AT 43 HT[12]5 77 W (2022) %} you know [¥1 3 FH Zh AEHEATHR VT [13]. M E N AMIT 7L R I, TEREA
WAL, ZTEE AE R R, RATEERCENIERThEE, B BIEE AEH R, WAHIUE
HIhRe: R TT%E, Z2HCE IR, B EF M EER X 1E B CE T 7028118 . you know
TEN—FBESIG, BN TR IREZ G, W T8 OB AR EMEL. B, RAHE
A RAFERR G, ARG RIS XD R AL T RE[13]. AR (2004)IN A, & iEFRICiE you know (1)
R T S F PN ATE S, BRI T S AR RSN T ) B [14]. BHE, ASCEET COCA i
BHEE, P& TE bR G you know 7GR FHDIREREAT 704, 487K you know 51if5 5 {8 FH & 1K) o 1 FH = IR 2 TR] 1Y)
KEF, BN Gyt BE 7 A8 FH U5 75 bRt 1 you knows
4. 3Rt

AHFIERIKR H COCA THERLE, COCA iBERHEILH 10 2R STARM AL, HARER. 8z, X
FE—EFEPE FREGRAIE S, T I, ZEAHE 78 b b ] DU S 1B B 0 F e — v, G B F S & R &R
you know [ 7CiE TN BE. H SG7E COCA iERHZEH %t you know HEATH R, 7EKZR 45 b BEALIIEL 100 415
Bl HIRFEHIBTER0ER, B you know AEAIEEFRCEH N, WA ROEE 96 % &5
TERBEHS LR CiE BRI S R, 45 1E5EX you know #E47432%,  &45 you know () JGiE Fl DhAE .
5. BRE R

2801 HT, you know FIJCIEFHTHREILE 6 Rl Widk 1 R, SRIAGE EIRe R %, LBl
35 K, itk 36.46%: RAMRELIAEHIL 31 X, bk 31.25%; IEFEMEE CIAE L 19 K, AiEL 19.79%:
HBIVEIA T RE L 9 U, 7Lk 9.38%; 4EHOC RINREFISRAL I Th e LK B A, Bl 2 RS 1R,
I35 i B 2.08%F1 1.04%. N K45 A HARG 732 — X G iEFRiC 18 you know [ 7G1E F ZhAE#EAT 20 #r o

Table 1. The metapragmatic functions, frequency and proportion of you know
%< 1. You know JTiERINEE. HEURE R &L

Thesr HELREL B
HIRME R 35 36.46%
RN SRRE 30 31.25%
IER 19 19.79%
eI 9 9.38%
PRt il 2 2.08%
EIRAPSE 1 1.04%

it 96 100%

5.1. RIAEE
RUETEIEFRICTE you know AMEIE BARFI N2, NS an @) &, HAATHE A TG, HARYE SCERLS,
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MAEREAT H A BRI, AR A7 R T RE/NISS 7, RIS AT RE R B SR 6], I, il A
TEAZ BRI 248 Y you know FEANZ 2 RITEIER S, 12 o iR fIAIL . He & Lindsey(1998)iA A
you know #FIAE “f5 BURAS R , AEUEIEE AW 6 2 AR A IR B R s 5 B A S BRI B 25 1, TAMY
IR RS — 245 B [15] A HTICER AR I, B AE G ROIRIRAE T, 2 XEH you know, H 1)
AR R ER A NGRS, MG AR H O EE, ASEBLSEE sghs B 1, fila:

(1) ...Ifyou just talked to him, you’d understand that. You know, one of the things I love about you most is your compassion
for others...

(2) ...1 think there’s ever a full ten good years of marriage. But, you know, you have your ups and downs in marriage...

76 AN T, RN PR E AR ICE you know, T iE A MK SR BE 58 BEHh 1] W% AAE Ik O E
B, (B RE S R 3R F s F BRI R TR FhRIA, B TR — R e % 58 th R S vk B0 1)
B MIE = TB16], Bk, 23818 5 %%, you know i &+H 7 X —IhAg. Yiih AN T 51EM i ARV,
TEJGRGR ISR, H you know HE iR RUE S 2 1045 B, 28I B ORI, 51 S0 & & R4 A7 1A R 3R
Bt A SR BRI B, RO U5 ROy R R T RO SR R N 2%, AT A GG R R T b B AR VR R0
EREL7], ST IR I A B
5.2. RARE

FEACBRAT, A U E NAR IS N 2R A — 58 58 AW il AT, 13 3500 1 AN AN 2 e B i
EAMERE. X, 8T RIEASRREIREAT, Wrid NEEZEAHHEE 2 0%, MBS T4 5 R ek
MBI . TG AN T 8 JI I S8 I K RIS PR ACR , 38 2 A FH — 2815 5 F BUE i A B 1%
NEfR A O, R RAE bR A AT . EaiBHEIRIE ST, Uil A2 E B G br idis
you know 3#— 5 i EH T &Ik A 25, IE40 Bruce Fraser Frilt, iEiBFRICIERR TGN BAHT —4
BLZ AR &[], #ilan.

(3) ...some stuff that he has put back in his mind. | mean, you know, | would never say | was intoxicated in driving Ben,
but the reality...
(4) ...Well, exactly, and that is the problem, is that, you know, once again you have this tough, tough, tough, tough, tough...

FE_ESR RPN 5, B AN T SEBUBRIAE R, FETif R IREI4R S T, 2Bl TEAR G you
know Xf H CL_EIR SR N A HEATHE— 2D ARE, BT IS AN E— PR, AT ORAUE SE PR AOMGTR 2R 4T o

5.3. IFME

SRS SN R LR A U, MR, IR TP I AL SR L AT ST “a-b-a-b” BR8]
FEAZBRIN , YiiE#E A N S HEER G, BERECRIEXT R BTN, SRR IER, b 774
AR /N RB5 77, DR AERT 38 (R ISR e I o AEWSCER I TR R, B ANAE — M) T AR 8 (A2 & A you know,
REL T Wil E AR ICERER, .

(5) CONRAD: Well, you know, I think Democrats are pretty much unified in the Senate around a plan that...

16 FiRBlFr, Conrad FFaf &G, fEAIEMEH TG ERCHE you know, [FINF G B s A IEAE 5] H—
ASERERL, R — AR, AT ST il # K . Sperber & Wilson (1986)1A, 1 1 MiZ % 51
RIS, SXAENT ] LA B0/ (55 J B A S5 EAE [6] . AETiBHIRIRMIE S T, EARIE AN T FHE%
ANSHE BRI FIE B, 78R IE 2 0800 you know, [AIWT #ALIE BRI S 15 E, N T BEGRTTHE. 45
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BN R 1) 5 — AN N ORI RT3 A Pt g [19]; Hk, Bl AR 198/ e il N BR A
fFH %S 77, HUEH you know, EZSHENIER DA TTAG .

(6) ...is it called “walking the right-of-way”? It’s complicated, you know, it’s, uh... I’ll let Fin answer this one.

TE1(6)H, you know A T-H)FHR[AIALE, BT ORBRES A GIE &R, X #i1d A8 you know
AN AR AT NS Sy, AR A CREE A U, H O R E S S —iE;
PO T RAEE T F, BTN A& EERTER R, #8EH you know FSRIERIEE, hHCOEZ
AR (R R .

(7) J. Petto: Well, I hope you enjoyed meeting Yvette. She plays the lute, you know.

Caroline: Oh, yes, she was very charming.

B TSR TE R R R I you know A7 T-E)AR I, D9 1 ERUE S A A A ThI P, 283 At TE Rl
££7 you know i FAJRGERIER MG T, WH1(7). £ ERXFiES, Petto ZEFAIAREH T you know, [
Caroline HE /A A4 Z2 5 tH A& %e, JFFF Caroline ¥ [H .. 8 ¥ H you know, Petto i Caroline FH %
/NIIBS TR A T A bR, ST O AE bR B B . Rk, Caroline £ 2% [H] .2 “She was very charm-
ing” , AT iE 13 LUBR AT o

5.4. #4IiEA

FEAE BRI RE T, Bh#E SWriG & Z A e AP AR5 BB ARSI . XN, B A0 1Rt is
NHEE, 7 ZAE R R R ICTE you know 1EABIERRIC, XF HJanl i iE i #EAT U B ses Bl [17]. 14n:

(8) I’'ve got a fresh point of view, and that’s good for, you know, marketing, demographics... -Buff, listen to me. Could

you just...

(9)...waking up from a rough night. It’s like—it’s like, you know, when you go to your mother and say ma, can | have

Some...

TE FIREIF A, Bl AR T AR AT H B/ NS B AR B ARSI R, X B R ST R LA
you know NARIC /BT T A4, 451(8) i 1 AR IR At 4 HT WL AU T A R b — i, DR
52 7 marketing, demographics &; l(9)HF il g 1Lk I U 2 B A A b EER AR 1A A8l A IR ) R
P IX — B g — D AT 28 VLB o X ARBL T B e, RN T RIS AR R R BSOS T B AT
PR FHDIA M S, & you know BEAT 2809, iEXE T ERIHEEME B RO, SEBASBR H I
5.5. REEEIN

EAZ PR R, VLih il RE XTIl & gt — 2o il . X TiEHEIRMIES T, MI12E# you
know YEAFRIE, MITEFEEEXS 77, N RMUEIE T DUE NI, AT SEGF e ) i1l 5 A k B A s B, 6
.

(10) ...but you shall find I have a trick or two of my own. you know, Dr. Crane, maybe a week off would do you some
good.
(11) That’s absolutely right. | think that if you - you know, maybe the recipe should come with a kind of disclaimer or

requirement.

FEBIA0)AN (L), Wik 70 Al T i SR 1 RS A1 S N G 514 B EER
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W TIAESE BT 15 IEARICTE you know 18— AR EEFIAR S, X — W RRAREL T Hih& T E
W, RIS AT 2 you know I, b/ g T BE 2 T BT A& 45 BT AN 55 00, JFILIRE] you
know T 5| H AR WL, ATTE e B QRN RS, ASEHLAMAT 2 18] B e 59 BR[17],  d i & Y
A2 H Bt LA SEHL

5.6. #IPXHR

FEAZ bR, WARE AR TALEE R, T HIEEAMYT 35 @S N R, RER R E S
AT R (BAE 28 ) 25 Wi AR SR R S7 T S0 (U 5 ), - PR b2 R 5 3 T TE AR C TR R AR L, 15 A B
KA[20]. DBIBENLIMRE PR O] 7, B AR AE T A SR, DURE IR B, .

(12) Yeah, what do you got? It’s personal. you know, | don’t go nosing into your business. I’m sorry.
(13) Ross: Look, | need to talk to Joey. | mean, you guys just broke up. Before anything more happens between us, | need
to know he’s okay with it.
Charlie: 1 completely understand.

Ross: All right, I’m gonna go find him. | just need a second before I can, you know...

£ BB, BLEE S TALSUR N, Oy 7 4ES IR NI T, AETCIE L ROR IR B R R R S
WEFRICTE you know, SN T Ui RS KIE B E SRR BN —Jr e ARG, [ iE
B Z RS S, WA UEE AT IARSS 75 55— T i il e 7 AE R BR R R,  SKBLAChR
H.

6. B&

Verschueren I\ Ny, &S EHEEMEIE S IEBCH, B2 A B RS BRI 5E bR H 01 75 %
AN [E] (4) £1 B2 22 7 THD O 2% PR B A A FEIE 5 R IE XA Be A A Sl B3 DA hr H . AR —id 2
RATEE SR 2B, BT UAFRZ N TCTE P 2R . You know ZEZ [ 7B AL GTE Y 5, W T8 UE AL,
FREAL B B, RAEARIEENRICE, BAANEMICEH IR, I T UEE AR E R
TG RN AR COCA T8 RHE R BEHLIMEL 100 2518 RE, #3881 T you know FEASRINESE R 1/ F
JCIEHThRE, RISRIAME S IRAMRE . TER IR 25U SRR DL R O R, FEURIERE B, AR
BB HE7R 7 you know S51E FH A GBI R Z M IKE R, WA TER L AR A A BOEE, M
A R AT H 2. SR100, AW MAFERS — S R cidE 2 b w70k, 7E 02 #2H, you know (1)
JCIE FHDIREAEE— B M B . BOBIPE DL B S JLIR, FRiciBAEA) 7 H B kb B A BRGS0
JCIEFThREF =R A, AR HEAT I FCI e IR W AR DR 2R R AT A, AT S B AR I TE you know
A N4 T R AR

SE 3k
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