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Abstract

The original meaning of the term “pupil” refers to children attending primary school, but in recent
times, there has been a phenomenon that “pupil” is not equal to “primary school student”, and the
word “pupil” has gradually taken on pejorative overtones, which is mainly manifested in the satire
of some people’s ideas, ways of thinking, and naive or even low ability to perceive and think about
things. Based on the corpus of BCC and other online platforms, this paper sorts out the use of the
term “pupil”, and analyzes its depreciative generation path from the perspective of word meaning
evolution, including word re-analysis, word meaning evolution and part-of-speech transformation.
At the same time, from the perspective of pragmatics, the motivation for the change of color and
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meaning of the term “pupil” is explained.
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