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Abstract

Interpersonal pragmatics is a branch of sociopragmatics that focuses on how people use language
to establish and maintain interpersonal relationships in social contexts. Unlike the research environ-
ment in the West, China is a society characterized by Renqing (human connections and favors), ne-
cessitating localized studies of interpersonal pragmatics within the cultural context of China. Based
on the Rengqing principle, exploring how to construct and maintain interpersonal relationships can
assist individuals in navigating various communicative scenarios with ease, aiming to achieve har-
monious interpersonal relationships, which is highly beneficial for people’s both career and life.
This paper primarily examines the Renging relationships in the TV series The Story of Minglan from
the perspective of the Renqing Principle in interpersonal pragmatics. It aims to study the construc-
tion and maintenance skills of interpersonal relationships in ancient China, as well as the reciprocal
characteristics of the Renqing principle. By drawing precious experiences from harmonious inter-
personal interactions, such as granting favors, saving face, and repaying debts of gratitude, this pa-
per provides communication skills for modern individuals who struggle with interpersonal inter-
actions. It helps them overcome communicative barriers in their work and life and learn how to
behave appropriately. This research can also serve as a reference for future studies in this field and
provide relevant materials.
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Figure 1. Approaches to implementing Renging Principle

B AMERNESEI AN

TSR
(e.g. B, 4%
k)

A} 2 B(A)=B,A) =B (A
| | |
R R R

1 2 n
BT NAEE AN B 5% B B —— A Bt 22 A B S —— [ S

Figure 2. The reciprocal model of Renging communication (A: benefactor; B: beneficiary; R: Renging)
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