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Abstract

Starting from case analysis, inverse morpheme words “Jian’ao” and “Aojian” were selected as research
objects. With the help of the distribution and frequency of use of the two words in the corpus, the
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differences between the two were summarized: “Jian’ao” first appeared in the Han Dynasty and “Aojian”
first appeared in the Sui and Tang Dynasties in terms of their combined use time; The frequency of use
of “Jian’ao” is significantly higher than that of “Aojian”. In terms of usage, the term “Aojian” is still re-
tained in colloquial dialects “Jian’ao” is mainly used in Mandarin and written language. The article ana-
lyzes the causes of the late emergence of “Aojian” from the aspects of rhythm, dialect, and rhetoric and
the reasons for the differences in development, it also attempts to break through the conventional and
vague explanations, exploring the influence of factors such as pronunciation, semantic familiarity, and
limited attention allocation on the dominant position of “Jian’ao” in this pair of inverse morpheme
words.
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