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Abstract

The evidentiality is mainly concerned with the source and authenticity of information as well as the
speaker’s attitude. Within the theoretical framework of the category of evidentiality, this artical ex-
amines the “genben (184)"-class adverbial words in denying structure (“genben” “yagen” “wanwan”
“quanran” “conglai” “shizhong”) from multiple perspectives. Syntactically, we analyze the distribu-
tional features, co-occurring constituents, and effects on the degree of reliance of the “genben (&

Z)”-class adverbial words in denying structure; pragmatically, we explore their three pragmatic
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functions: evidential function, chapter function, and presuppositional triggering function; and finally,
we analyze the differences in the degree of reliance of the six adverbs as well as the motives behind
them, in order to provide a useful reference for the deeper understanding of the communicative
mechanism of “genben ({8 4~)"-class adverbial words in denying structure.
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