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Abstract

There are some words in Houma dialect that are used in spoken language but not in written lan-
guage. People only know the pronunciation of these words but not the characters. Some words have
been very different from Mandarin in the process of development. This paper draws on the research
methods of Wang Futang and You Rujie, starts from the two aspects of pronunciation and meaning,
combines the evidence of ancient books and documents, explores the etymology, and conducts a
textual research on eight commonly used characters in Houma dialect.
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