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Abstract

“Plastic Putonghua” in Hunan Province refers to a dialect style local Putonghua that is popular in
Hunan Province. “Plastic” here means counterfeit, inferior, and non-standard. It is different from
standard Putonghua and dialects, and is a variant of Putonghua that emerged from people’s complex
language contact. As one of the representatives of local Putonghua, “Plastic Putonghua” in Hunan
Province is well-known and widely circulated. The reasons behind this linguistic phenomenon are
related to the language characteristics of “Plastic Putonghua” in Hunan Province, the strong influence
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of Hunan’s entertainment programs, and the spontaneous diffusion under the dissemination of social
media.
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