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Abstract

The study of vocabulary acquisition has become a hot topic in the corpus linguistics community. As
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an important descriptive mechanism for corpus-driven phrase research, the extended unit of mean-
ing model provides a new research perspective on the holistic meaning of vocabulary. This study
utilizes the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) to investigate the extended unit of
meaning of the verb “demonstrate”. This includes its collocation, colligation, semantic preference
and semantic prosody. The results of the study indicate that the verb “demonstrate” frequently ap-
pears in academic articles, often collocates with words carrying the meaning of research, and is pre-
dominantly used in written language. Furthermore, this verb is able to form various syntactic struc-
tures through different collocations with nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and prepositions. Additionally,
when collocating with adjectives, adverbs, and prepositions, the verb exhibits positive, neutral, and
negative semantic preferences, respectively, resulting in a positive, neutral, and negative semantic
prosody. By studying the expanded semantic units of vocabulary, second language learners can un-
cover the attitudinal meanings conveyed by the extended unit of meaning, thereby enhancing their
own language expression abilities.

Keywords
Extended Unit of Meaning, COCA Corpus, The Verb “Demonstrate”

Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|

ITAER, BRI Z (12% 3 1 0 R BNV R R IR XS T1E S S I M E B . S4B 242 ) F 18 2 SR
BRI Ay B B SORE RS SN B AR THE S, AT 3R 15 e = 2R A e R X [1].
Ji B BRSO 1B SCRIE FH Rl — 14, A& 78Rk IR B 1) B B 70 1 B BRI AR R AL [2]
AT R R SCHT (R A 7T S B s Al [ SR K R SCR A T B, 0 TR SRR T R
(2005)%F b4 #r 1 kL H CAUSE F8 B0 1] 115 ST, T 7K 4k 2= F X133 (2006) W) 43 51 % happen. occur #i1
CRAE” ZAICHATR R, WGt e AR R B [FIE S R R A A 2 e S R U
M BAFAERI ZE 53] PIRA NI R E TG SIA MFEHT L, W1 Bloch (20100 NIEZHARE/EH,
indicate 55 show I demonstrate N[, 7] LU T-Ik S5 237 IR EE[4] . %54 f F B (2024) B 52 1 25 5 IR
() show. indicate 1 demonstrate iX =M & 211 43 A 7L B HE TR 5 9805 5% 2] 1R EE (PLEC) A 5t 5
TR (CRA) I EA(E 5], HEAA TR FHFI Y &2 AN L TR 45 201 “demonstrate” i
IR TS o A FE LAY 7 SO AR Y, 5 Bh 36 B 4R 315 15 KL (COCA) TR R, TR N HT 80 1A]
“demonstrate” MJFEEC . ZREHE . FEECIE IS i), DLACEEAS AR TR S)GRAE B . A B EE
i demonstrate — 1] (¥4 g & SCHAL, B iR ) B R VBN R B UL TR IR A FE R RS R
MM 18 = RIBRE ).

2. hRE B

HikfriE F i R RS EA. G W IE. IR, W2 m, WS sk
(8] LA SRR A5 & T ) R a0 i 2 A, R A T R iR i 353 58 & [2] . Sinclair (1996) iR 147
Ji& =2 A ] LA AR SR SRk B TR R 2 TH BB IR [6] . AR ALK e B S 7 A% . 5T
WA . B SR AR SCRFE A A [7]. X A BRI R SCRAL,  SEBR B SEE T RENE . A
i T8 AR B I ThRE A o 97 R SCERAT (PRI 9 AR A T DA DR ) B ] g e 45 Ay A A P PR A
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W B SR IR T S R TR S RO SR 1 & A RIS Y K [8] .

R4 Sinclair (2004) ML, BAZRABRI[9]. B (2020)%F MLEAT T BB iR, M, =A%
et R e, EWATEEER TN SE[T]. RAERE T BE SR L ESMER 2 5, 4
REVTE I 1 E MR L 8 70 2 % e B AL ANAR (K)o Firth (1957, 1968) A NS L /& LI — Rl =X, 5T
J2& SRR 45 A (1 LRI [10] o FATC I B L AR IR R R 3 SR R I VE 1 EL AT RELE G R
SCP AR R B R A [11] [12]. Sinclair (2003) X% R I SN —AME VLR g i 3 505 Hph B vk 2Rk
gEpg s, s SRR e RE SR I[13]. AR (2020)F6 H, B AR SE B AR, #E R
S SCPATC 1A (FE A A2 BN RE, ASELRE T A0 S5) I8 SCRFAE , 1 /5 8 T A B2 A ) T (— LA 4 1 1)
A 0 15 A0 FC A R B S B 2 () 1B V) ) T AR IR S B 2 L[ 7]

X2 [E P A2 3 6 B R A TE S LA S SCRIREAT T IR AN T[14] [15]. FE4RF 2 I R B8t
o, FEEHEEL R — R . XSRS S R DL R R = OB BTk I B B SR T
e, RFFFMCHE. SOOCEBRL. KB, 8 R BUE SGAMBE AL, 57 R SCRALRE T 1 KAk
TEFH AR R A THPERERE IS . MIE 5 8 & R 78 3 AR A R, TSR e i SR (1) 2E 1A
W, FRATREE I A E B T A hIE ST, DUKGE B Rl 5 & U R[] R E
PLfla TIESE . B, Thae. BN, MWl T —MREMER - B - ieE 6. X—3&Km
BB TZOME, MG R SRR R T E R K[16].

3. ARG =E

A5 LR B M AR IOEE R E COCA &AL, X3l “demonstrate” TR S5 0Mr. T HIBATE
RER A ST IR 8 7702, ARSI 70 A 8, 1RSSR 75 B
3.1. fAZIE)R

AWFFRAAE 3 M. (1) £ COCA iERFEF, demonstrate —ia] (TEIE, FEHCAISSECEE KR &S
A4 ? (2) demonstrate — 1A EAS [A] FIFE BT S S B 12 i FE 0 HA AR S48 SO A m) B oA SCEIRE 2 (3) XM F
155223, demonstrate —ia 4 & B SERAL AT B AL R s A2
3.2. IBRIEIR

AR CAEB) COCA ERNESAT /8T, COCA BISEE HARFEFERE, B REOE. M. WAITHE
)\ Fh AR 10 [0 FRISCAR . XESSCARRIR V2, BEE WA TR AL F & BE R S i
33. MIRSE

AR FCLE RN A 1 R0R DU FDUAS R BLLI%. ¥06, 7E COCA kM iK% demonstrate 1,
FRFA LB A FB BB N—4/+4 L% 2Z Y0 N demonstrate — 18] B AL IR . B8 PR A @ B
W BT I SO OB s i, B S B T 58 N —4/+4 Bi-5/+5 & fodE B IM[17]; A%, 43 HT demonstrate —
A B b, BT RIMTHEE R, AR 200 2R 5117, FFtAT N T %52 DL o 2RI
%, o0 i demonstrate — iR FEHC IR (A8 SCEFAE,  BIIE SCHi A R4 55, B, WFBENLIEUR) 200 £ & 54T
HATHEE, HBANESETITMEENSERN, UHEBER.

4. ZhiF) “Demonstrate” B BENBH 5

£ COCA iEBLE iy A\ demonstrate 1 AR 1A BEAT 7041, MRAER 51T 70500 Hasme il 2KIBche . i
SCBE RIS SCEIBEAT RV 70 BT, #RZR demonstrate 9 & & 3o
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4.1. BESTOH

A6V 2 T 0 L 2 R i U 0 AR . 7 COCA ¥ HEERY % demonstrate —idl, %1% i)
R SCART a8 1,

Table 1. The register distribution of demonstrate in COCA
%= 1. Demonstrate 7£ COCA BRI EHIEE S HE

el N i B
ke 2808 12.50%
oA i 3191 14.20%
P/ LR 647 2.88%
3% 1471 6.55%
/NI 706 3.14%
& 2373 10.56%
i 1850 8.24%
AR E 9419 41.93%
STk 22,465 100%

A LT LUE Y, demonstrate — i 7E AR SCE YA 5 Lh s, 7 41.93%:; AR AI T & Y
SWrEA N, RUNZIEE RN R RE O E W XU XA R A S A T, 2
PR SEARTEEAR R TR, A 7E R R RS R /INUE 2w (0 458 AR AE )\ R 2R 7 B A%, 06 0 i%%m]
FEAEIE RAE R Y o i AR EUIR: fi¢)5, demonstrate — i £E 1B F1 ) & ELAK, 15 6.55%, #E—HIF
STz 2 T IEAEAR.

FRAVHE D I RSB 3o A 22 PR R I SR N E A A B —, MIAJEKRBESKRTE, demonstrate — 1] 14
WK 11, AT ARG AR “UuERH . I 35 LI show &3], #)1A] “ demonstrate” f il BT
ANIE TR G RN B &, T 2 0E A TR R S E . B, MBS MEERE,
demonstrate —1f & 3 NG E, b show SEAHIT 1] SR A B B T BE K, ANIEH T H# DG A
4.2. EECIRITH

LR TRV O AR T B LA, TR FU A I (A RO AT 2 — 8 2 2 2) 1l 5 1 7 2. Firth
(1968) {2 2 i & A (i . “ARAEnHE, JeMHAE” (You shall know a word by the company it keeps!)
[18], XK T HAECAE B A FE i B ZEAE . FRATTH Je/E COCA B KHES, K% demonstrate —ii], &
BPEIEy—4/+4, VIBIHHT 15 NS EERBE G, 85 R0k 2 s,

Table 2. The top 15 collocation words of demonstrate in COCA
Fz 2. Demonstrate £ COCA JERIEEF AT 15 (iBALiAT

Frs FEHC 1] A
1 how 3714
2 study 2306
3 student 1434
4 ability 1032
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5 research 1004
6 clearly 953
7 result 840
8 skill 779
9 effect 603
10 significant 552
11 commitment 544
12 behavior 460
13 evidence 456
14 knowledge 449
15 example 437

ARAE R MoK 3 2 P BB IR JEAT 2028, T LA R MR T, G clearly % & PEFARC, 40 study.
student. ability. research. result. skill 55; JEZ1a 14 #4HL 40 significant; & H i) A = (8 L 17) how BEA
RlATAY:, SOF SR, RPN E 2.

T A HTIRATTIE BN, 1E 44 A A A FE TR A student. ability . skill . commitment. behavior . knowledge
SR SR AR “NT RER R 9%, idLd study. research. result. effect. evidence. example %%
WHEGENEAR W7 IR GA K. AT, TR TN RIE RN R, R FTA 14
(RSB R A “BF AT 7 X3 X, X HAESE T demonstrate — i B 22 W BILLE 2R S B s BT 4R35 h . 4%,
TR A5 = 1R how — 13 R ILZEShiA] “demonstrate” JE T, 51 S MNA), FH T R EL 3 B M5 L

4.3. KBRS

REREE TR — A B — U I A B VERRAE o R 2 S iB L PAT A %, 2 & — R4
[10]. L5 HTBENLIHER Y 200 AR AT, FATKIS demonstrate 5B 32 B4 TR A, Wik
3 AR

Table 3. Distribution of colligation of demonstrate in COCA
= 3. Demonstrate £ COCA BRI EEh RV BB IEN Tk

I kA 54T

Applicants have to demonstrate knowledge of Hebrew

DEMONSTRATE + NOUN 1918 )
and can demonstrate competence in all aspects of the process
That would demonstrate to the American people
DEMONSTRATE + PREP 1325 )
a walkout last year to demonstrate for stricter gun control
but | want to demonstrate how it can be important
DEMONSTRATE + ADV 2024 ) ] )
they must demonstrate why the evidence is not available
demonstrate greater self-efficacy for achieving engagement
DEMONSTRATE + ADJ 1750 )
demonstrate high levels of respect and support
demonstrate that he’s not eligible for office
DEMONSTRATE + CONJ 4230

demonstrate and practice critical reading skills
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MG 3 MZE R, FATTKIL demonstrate — 1] FISRBCEE T A3 A FORSEAY, T HAX ok F 2R rh ks
e R0 IR AT, Hoh 32 1) DEMONSTRATE + CONJ 3, Hi1 demonstrate that (44 1% that)#4 %,
M FEMNE N, SBCRIE 3991, XLERITE 5 T BRI SRR P (5 T 94.35%.

55, 7£ DEMONSTRATE + NOUN KA SELIE T, demonstrate J&i 4 (44 1@ W 2 5 4417,
demonstrate knowledge F T %% B %137, demonstrate competence H T ik @ rfe 11, MR SREIA
% 4. Hik, £ DEMONSTRATE + ADV #4112 E%EH, demonstrate i 5% how B why 55/4F
WA, Frf demonstrate how £5 KR X 1187, 165 8 288645 & LE 58.65%. IXLLAE
PREE IR FEH T 51 SRR, IR IER . Wk 3 EI4TH demonstrate how it can be
important -5 B 3 8 ZL¢4E, 17 demonstrate why the evidence is not available I ] T iR 45 A 2 5 A

4.4, BRI

YERRBIAX 3 B & AL R B EIRTY, 18 SO F8 A2 15 050 18] & B 5 22 AR S A9 sz BT B
SURFE . A IR AR 450 P AEAE — Pk B B A R B OURE FTE e . FRFFAEE, REERAIE
245 U IAE AR AT PA[13]. 7E COCA iEH}E Fh B demonstrate Dy fiid], 2 I HEHL&- 1 ML 5 EC 17 I AT 5
i, ERwmE 4, £ 5w,

Table 4. Semantic preference of the top 5 collocation words of demonstrate in COCA (1)
%< 4. Demonstrate 7£ COCA BRI EEH AT 5 (ARG X i=3=(1)

A +PREP i LA +AD)J i S
to W greater TRk
in ik high AL

demonstrate for =R significant TRk
against bEL i3 positive TR
with i good R

Table 5. Semantic preference of the top 5 collocation words of demonstrate in COCA (2)
%% 5. Demonstrate 7£ COCA BRI EH AT 5 AIEECIRANIE X iR ()

W +NOUN =R EL +ADV e
knowledge i how o
understanding TR why g
demonstrate competence TRk just i
leadership i more i
proficiency TR both s

I demonstrate — 1] (1) & Al VE A RC I EAT 204, FRATRIN, 1238 (1 SUMI ) 3 2243 AR |
FR PR A =R oA R AR A, 50%, HUGRAGE, 5 40%, JEARIA G 10%. Rk,
demonstrate —ia{gi ) T 5 P EISEEL, B EAADUE S EHAARC, W1 how. why 2, FH T FERE U6 HA B H 5K
HABF B . E S 410 $5BCH,  demonstrate 1] -5 1 greater. competence S5 R IR JLEL,  [RIAS
WAEAE—1LE 5 for, against £/ iA 5 HCAIRI4L, f1 demonstrate against (7 BTN ) A5, R I HL T MR A S A
If] o
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45. BN

IEWZ AR, T i (38 SR AT DU i ) 5 35 P TR 38 SCAT e AT R gha gl . OB G
B 1 BEAS B (AR ) AT AR A I AS 3. 1B I8 (2020) 48 Hi,  Sinclair AT UL 15 SURITE T RE 2
T, & BN B SCERAT P AR IR 28 FEE 3, 8 Y s 1] 5 & A 0 1] BT A BRI &2 5 1 TR AR T TR E [ 7]
TSGR 73 B A A =28 [19]. FEANR BB b, 38 XBIW G AR
4.5.1. TN HYE N EIRAEE

7t DEMONSTRATE + ADJ 2K}, demonstrate 3= AIFRHL (I 217451, £45 demonstrate £ P4
PIEAS ST SR TUE “ eI ELF . A %A . #Eid A%, DEMONSTRATE + ADJ 2REX#:/E COCA i
BEHEEH R 73 & 514710742 6 B

Table 6. DEMONSTRATE + ADJ colligation within the COCA corpus indexing lines (partial)
7 6. DEMONSTRATE + ADJ 8Bk 7E COCA IEREEHR IR SI1T(BR4Y)

ADJ LIES RKIlAT
greater 55 ...children typically demonstrate greater awareness of derivational morphology...
high 48 ...demonstrate high levels of treatment success in approximately two thirds of patients...
significant 45 ...while others demonstrate significant gains in BMI z-score...
higher 38 ...children typically demonstrate greater awareness of derivational morphology...
positive 32 ...quantitative studies that demonstrate positive outcomes for students...

(1) Patients with a poor preoperative VCR would demonstrate greater improvement in speech postoperatively.
(2) The school must demonstrate significant improvement in discipline rates.

(3) The elder who demonstrate positive dynamic and selfless public spirited leadership.

PAE=AM1 7 #R FH 7 DEMONSTRATE + ADJ JREK# 773X, 04E demonstrate 7£ P ¥ 44~ 52 4 1]
Pk T B ). RGN AE(2)F, demonstrate #ETC 7 FRARE A 14 37 improvement, [Alit
BN AT IR E X 5399008 “ R G 7 e 77 el B O R« A0 TH 49 3 2 2 2% . 91(3)H, demonstrate
—iRI LA 3 AN FRARAE U (KT 2517 positives dynamic. selfless $5fic, &2 & AR KE N “ R
AR . G TR ek 7 .

4.5.2. HIIRYIE N EIRD2EHCHR

7£ DEMONSTRATE + ADV i, 34547 “demonstrate” 35 F Sk B U6 B B th sl AR E B, Mk
L A ST FE X . DEMONSTRATE + ADV Z8EEE7E COCA BB FE R ISR R 5IATUNER 7 Fias.

Table 7. DEMONSTRATE + ADV colligation within the COCA corpus indexing lines (partial)
< 7. DEMONSTRATE + ADV 28EX#7E COCA IEREHRBIRSI1T(ERSY)

ADV SIES RilAT

how 1187 ...it’s easy to demonstrate how the lines get blurred...

why 103 ...God came into the world as Christ to demonstrate why man suffers...
just 70 ... The essays demonstrate just a bit of the scope of the criticism...
more 53 ...Characteristics that demonstrate more socially accepted traits as evidence...
both 34 ... These cases demonstrate both how difficult it is for local port authorities...
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(2) I can think of no better way to demonstrate how they view their customers.
(2) There were a pair of stories that demonstrate just how intense the Left is.
(3) These legislative texts thus demonstrate both how humans produce space and how

space produces human ideas and behaviors.

DA =/Mpl 7 #5/& DEMONSTRATE + ADV 1281 77 20, 1X{##3 demonstrate 7] LAJ# BE % L F 4 1)
e R AR BLE=/M-F-H demonstrate — 1] 5 [ #4545 how, 4 E[HIE | 38IKE 53T+ demonstrate
how £ 14 A4S i=iis 1187, {EL5 BIlIA] T e R4 o L 58.65%. fELL =Ml , f34E demonstrate
1E G UREAR IV 53 AR “ st T T B fe s 2 7 o “UEB T Z2IRIIMEIARRE” DA “J@aR N
el = AR 2= a) LA EALEE demonstrate 75 PN S A1 TR AR I H o7 3 SCRIE R
4.5.3. B RYTE X EIRY AEE R

7EfiH DEMONSTRATE + PREP [f2RICEERT, HJ5 M/ ia A & N e R ia], il 558 XA
“demonstrate” &ML, B &R TUEARKZEHONT HIE . W03 8 Fi.

Table 8. DEMONSTRATE + PREP colligation within the COCA corpus indexing lines (partial)
7% 8. DEMONSTRATE + PREP £ E£3%7E COCA BRIEFMERI1T(E )

PREP LIES 5T

to 587 ...failed to demonstrate to his father that his whole life had been a lie...

in 209 ...Waldman demonstrate in a long chapter about Al Gore’s image problems...

for 108 ...she helped organize a high school walkout to demonstrate for stricter gun control...
against 99 ...Police clash with protesters as they demonstrate against Ricardo Rossello...

at 34 ...the vast majority of pro lifers don’t demonstrate at Abortion clinics...

(1) Around 450 thousand went on the streets to demonstrate for their own set of demands.
(2) Two area protests have been planned for Sunday to demonstrate against President Trump’s executive orders.

(3) At 3 p.m., protestors plan to demonstrate at the LAPD’s Venice substation.

PA_E =7y DEMONSTRATE + PREP [{J28I5k4% 07 3, X S 245 demonstrate 7 P ) 52 417 1
AR A B HIAE G . fEI(1) T, demonstrate 541 for $5HL, FAAE T R om BT B X,
AN ERTUTE NN E B —BEZR B . 91(2)H demonstrate 54117 against $ARL, =R « X eee e
POBORE” » BEASE G WRBE SO “ R S GRFA AT B 27 . 4(3)H demonstrate 5 41iA] at #
Be, Bk “EREMP , BANREGRDBE O “ERSIVER R BB H 7 KA AT w7 o 75 s
demonstrate 5 DL LA AIFEEL, (L AL demonstrate N “UFAT R, MM EEAN R A 1] AL A I
SIS SRS B

5. &

AR, ORI 15 B TR B AR B RC R RIR B T8 5 2 ST B2, WIE IR0t S o TE
BHZEVE 5 2 A I TR R AEDUTEBHEZE SRSl (1 R VE BT 78 (10 B EERA L], 7 i SO AR Rt 7T i)
MR AR R SRR TR I S A o AT SO ] 5 [ 294 Q 5 B2 (COCA) , LB “demonstrate” Jy
TR ARBE FY R SR,  RZEhE R AC . SRR i FEACHA A1 S, LR B SR I
EEHE.
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B g 5080, AR (1) EiBG ., demonstrate — i 8% F T IERiEMA, JEHAESAR
LEAE N M. (2) fEHARCIE L, demonstrate (1) 42 18 M B ECIRISE “WHFL” 1X—d 3, HAERBLIE how
I I B iR “ demonstrate ” JS T, W 515 M A), FH T EDRE UL A EEANE L. (3) TESKEKFE |, demonstrate
— A Bk TR K. DEMONSTRATE + NOUN. DEMONSTRATE + PREP. DEMONSTRATE +
ADV. DEMONSTRATE + ADJ 1 DEMONSTRATE + CONJ, 2145 B 75 1k 32 B2 vh 23 A A S5,
Hrh 3% L DEMONSTRATE + CONJ 23, demonstrate Ji5 2 () 4 138 % Je il 5 4417 . (4) 7615 Ui L,
demonstrate — i ii[a] T 5 o PEIE LI, EARIE SRNAFEEC. (5) 7EiE ¥ L, demonstrate — 1] 7Ef#
F DEMONSTRATE + ADJ KB, BAGGIR00HE “RRILHTLF. HAE” S5 X, Rik T LG L
#; TEfiFH DEMONSTRATE + ADV IR, JHid fEHAERC, 1145 demonstrate [ 5: 2 ML S 408 1E 11
IR R R R, A b ST B S . /E DEMONSTRATE + PREP ({25564 41, demonstrate 724 “Jif
A7 7RI s T REAN 57 A 1a] AL IA H I SCRAE SCEIME

HOMN %5 S A B R B S IE R, DASRIEIEK, MREAS M R A = . B B 7L
TCIY R SCRAL, iR v LUR BT R B S B IA A ER X, NiifmE SiEEE
EHETT

SE
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