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Abstract

The application of function words is a notable feature of the Chinese language and a key focus in
teaching Chinese as a foreign language, as it represents both a priority and a challenge for
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international students. Function words are used extensively, with particles being the most typolog-
ically distinctive category among them in modern Chinese. These particles are also the most closely
associated with content words. Among particles, there is a subset known as “enumerative particles.”
Scholars classify particles that attach to enumerated terms and indicate or assist in indicating an
enumerative relationship as “enumerative particles.” In modern Chinese, the main enumerative
particles include “dengdeng”, “deng”, “zhilei”, “yilei”, “yunyun”, and”zhiliu”, among others. This pa-
per focuses on the two most frequently used and active enumerative particles, “dengdeng” and
“deng.” Using the three-plane theory—syntactic function, semantic function, and pragmatic func-
tion—it examines the similarities and differences between these two particles. Lastly, the paper an-
alyzes common errors made by international students when using these terms and offers corre-
sponding suggestions for teaching Chinese as a foreign language.
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Table 1. A table of syntactic distributions of the enumerative particles “deng” and “deng deng”
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e 500 13 76 387 24
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