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Abstract

The “common people” and “rich and respectable people” are both important objects of description
in ancient Chinese literary works, but there is a great disparity in the location of “things” expressed
by the people. Through an incomplete statistical analysis of their metonymic vehicle practices, it
can be observed that both groups utilize metonymic vehicle in categories such as clothing and
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accessories, daily food, directional and architectural terms, as well as transportation. Thus, they
share the same types of metonymy. However, commoners lack metonymic vehicle related to per-
sonal names and, accordingly, the metonymy type of “specific substituting for general”. Neverthe-
less, despite sharing the same categories of metonymic vehicle, significant differences in their man-
ifestations arise due to the vast economic disparities and socio-cultural factors between the two
groups.
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