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Abstract

Recently, “May I ask?” has frequently appeared in the online context. It can be found in Weibo posts,
Xiaohongshu diaries, short video introductions, picture annotations and the titles of social media
tweets. It mainly expresses negative emotions such as anger, sarcasm and self-mockery. This article
takes the Internet buzzword “May I ask?” as the research object and analyzes its structure, prag-
matic functions, reasons for popularity and impacts.
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