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Abstract

Despite the significant impact of contextual factors on rhetorical questions, previous studies have
paid little attention to argumentation functions and the adaptability of rhetorical questions in spe-
cific contexts. By drawing upon the qualitative method, the paper, on the basis of Toulmin’s Model
and the responses to rhetorical questions, delves into argumentation functions of rhetorical ques-
tions employed in the free debates of the 10th World Mandarin Debating Championship. It then

XESF|IH: xith. DUBRHE TG T & A BB TR S R PE D], BARIE F 2, 2025, 13(2): 662-669.
DOI: 10.12677/ml.2025.132209


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.132209
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.132209
https://www.hanspub.org/

Xih

seeks to analyze pragmatic motivations underlying the use of rhetorical questions through Adapta-
tion Theory. This study identifies three argumentation functions of rhetorical questions, comprised
of setting emotional value traps, reinforcing refutation tone, and prompting negative judgments.
Additionally, it demonstrates that the debater’s use of rhetorical questions achieves an alignment
with conventional wisdom, contemporary circumstance, power relations, and shared emotions.
This paper uncovers the dynamic adaptation of rhetorical questions in debates, thus offering refer-
ence significance for debaters utilizing rhetorical questions in argumentation.
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