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Abstract

Using conversation analysis as the research method, this study analyzes the vague response “zai
shuo ba” (We’ll see.). It was found that in responding to such social actions as advising or inviting,
“zai shuo ba” serves as a dispreferred response, but it avoids explicit refusal by delaying addressing
the actions in the first pair part. However, in different sequential contexts, “zai shuo ba” plays
slightly different roles. When the turn design of the first pair part involves no time, the time “now”,
or an uncertain future time, the strength of refusal conveyed by “zai shuo ba” will vary. Using the
vague response “zai shuo ba” avoids possible conflicts by avoiding an explicit refusal, maintaining
the interlocutors’ existing relationship.
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Figure 1. The position of “zai shuo ba” on the response continuum
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