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Abstract

As a distinctive social and linguistic phenomenon in the information age, the emergence and devel-
opment of Internet buzzwords embody the social life conditions and laws of language development
in a certain period. Recently, an Internet buzzword “Tou Gan” swept through the Internet platforms,
raising netizens’ extensive concern and use. Based on a variety of linguistic data, this paper analyzes
the word from three aspects, including grammar, semantics and pragmatics. Also, it probes into the
causes of its popularity, which puts forward some thoughts on social and cultural reflections on the
endless mergence of Internet buzzwords in the information age, the diversified expression of young
people’s individuality, as well as the change of social ways.
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