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Abstract

This study investigates the co-occurrence of epistemic modality in Chinese through an integrated
framework of formal semantics and relevance theory. By establishing formal semantic expressions
for modal expressions, we analyze the semantic computation rules and scope relations in the co-occur-
rence of epistemic modality. The findings reveal that such co-occurrence not only follows formalizable
semantic principles but also reflects speakers’ need for refined expression in actual communication.
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At the pragmatic level, the co-occurrence achieves optimal relevance through the balance between
cognitive benefits and processing efforts, producing unique communicative effects in different con-
texts. The theoretical contribution of this study lies in establishing an integrated framework for se-
mantic and pragmatic analysis, which not only explains common patterns of epistemic modality co-
occurrence but also provides new perspectives for understanding special co-occurrence forms.
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1. 5|8
T ATk VE 5 3 20 A R LI (0 B B, fEDGET, A AT LS FE (T

BB KM . 7). BhEhEn “” L “Re” . “ET OH)RURRIRIE A E S ML AR . X
SR A A ARCA T LA, I Z AR R — M) 3Ll TERE RMESRE RS,
ui:

(1) KAFLZCHIBIL T .

TEIXANA) T, R R M“HIf” 1815 L ERRAIRE, HEefTn] AITEFR— M) 3L, i
T BOMURE RS SCRCR B I ThRE . X PG A bric (0 SE I SNSRI T 18 138 A% i R 15 2 B 1 R At
W, R BT POELEFR IR A T TH R E B

Table 1. Classification of epistemic modal expressions in English

F 1. BENRBEREN DX

ARENE MR T E Pk
BhzhinE might, may, could, can” should, ought to, would, will must, can’t
. . o certainly, definitely, indeed,
SE possibly, conceivably, perhaps, probably, quite, likely, most presumably, surely, for certain, of

maybe likely, well course, undoubtedly, necessarily

I TFABFEMELE M A):  “Can this be love at first sight?” 5 A F could. may 1 might 2 J5

HAREEEBES T 2B 2 w[1]-[4]. fEIES, BABISNE U cany must A1 should)id
RN R RIEESN R BT, ARSI, WESENE, HIEH 2 2 00E[5]-[8]. TEDUESF, HER
KAAE TS A BB . S ASERAA) RIESIA[9]-[12]. Palmer(1986) K5 270 AP A, EIARIE ST L 5%
B IWIRTEESEME, RIEVIEE B ARSI XSESMEFEEME, RoRUiEExt
AR B VE T SN LS5 (4], Hoye (1997)7E 43 AT 15 245 BhZhid FI g A @A g SL U, FEoR 7wl o fa
SRR BRSO E AS B3 1A ) & L [6]. Hoye 5% Close (197505, BIEASENA D AFREHE M. MR
FIFTREME =2, 9 1 FR[13]. WIRGSCHTIL, fEDGEY, THARIEVIREEERE =X HEB)
1] A RNE A ARIE S o IR 2 1) ORI = SR EE SCIRE[9] [10] [14], S R 5L T 4R
FFEATRIEIILGR[11] [15]. (EMEASRRBF T, 5K(2000:60-62)% &l 4 -+, Ho “Mf” .
“—E” . ‘D FRFIMVREESENE, AN PR TERNE 7 J5[16]. 5(2003:21-22) W W IE A E
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WA B 2 A IE S A LS AEEPIRE[17]. HA VORGS0 AT ESEMEAHENIE . 2%
PEEFERIN . WS FIFE7R s M UGS v] BE T RTDM R . KIS AS B IR GT, 52(2003: 24-26) 4
ST DU JE I s R RN L R TR L 3 BT SRR R [17]. 7E 22 2R A ) i L
FITTH, F5(2007: 128) R UG AFHE . EEBENE . AR IESX =m0 aT LEEA IR, TR 15 Ao
LA 772 18]e X — RINBATIMRDAEE S RGN AR T R A

RUE DA BT CE L T SPGB RS0 AT g, (BIR DA T AR A R A SR
SIS R O TR SRR o R AR AETERERL A T, &SI Bd sty s HOE D Re vl
FRRANBEFL o S IARE T 4R DG DUB B A L DUAE R EIESE o Jia & Xia (2023)38 i KFUBERLFE 7347 K
B, RIS SRS LI G — AR e 81 n] REME AR AT ) T IR R I SR 2 AT, MR M
AT A T ELAE R E Y ST 2 BT (T REVE > BREME > HEME)[19]. ARATRIB S IL s R 1 RIRIE A
ERESILBEE MR SER, NHEMEPGES S RS T SHERIE . 2R,  H aT s e 28
W R AN R R o MG IEBLRE SCE BB Z RN 30T, ] A [543 25 1 L 30 e e A= 1
NXCEF), LB A AR AR, DURGB PR R A AR A . MeAh, DA TGS
OB ThREEAR 2, MR KRG BE N IERIESILIE MBI, DU LIS H o 7E A [F]1E
B eI A PR TR o 1X L8 ) R R R 7R B — AN R G ES R HE L

AHFFLL Jia & Xia (2023)F2 AL E R B A HER, SR B E 5 B M 45 A I/ I iE S,
PO G A AL R HAT RGHER[19]. WIERE SRR, AT A [F) 28 284 15 25w i@ e Uk
E XKL, AT EAESL DU A ARG R e MORERER LA, FRATREEER I 118 N i 4%
R TE ALY B FIVGRBN I, DL I S LR 2 o] 76 SEBR 22 b v SERL S DR B . X PP B AR
X RE B8 R PR AR S SLILIE SO, 38 REHE /S HAE FH D BRI ZE BR BRI N BEAR DB 1S 2 RGP A3 )
HIRLA o

ARSI EERZHEI R 58 A A UE SCE RSB (AN S, THR PR B AE S S AT
NN, RS — I HTHESE . 58 =T MBS R, ADOE EERE SR &b
B RIEN, HHTIEAILILRE SO ELE] . 5 DUATIE OIS, PRIHE A ILOUNE FARE, BFEH
IWRBNH L B IR DLAGESH 2. AR, WX — A POEES KRG EME NI E X,
FHA8 AR T 1)

2. IEipIESS

FEIP AT PUE T 20 SCA AR BR BRI A 0 T 1R 5 IR P2 Bt 7 AN FME AN A o AR5 Repi 2 iy > 2
TOHE 2 PR A% O M 2 LA A 25 70 A v 1) 2 FH A A

FERIE A ST Fe a8 T Kratzer (1981, 199 1) JFEIMER TAE[20] [21]. Kratzer $H 15 A FEA
(modal base)F1HE 7 (ordering source) K XA KIEEA T L. X —HIRHEL 5K 4% von Fintel & Heim
QOIDIE— bR E, NEEESHESHI M T 1T [22]. Portner (2009)7E ILFEAl & 1R T 154
WTE G RS, i AL R AR 7 SRR 23] TR B SCE TR A ALE T RE RS 1
20 180 17 245 1] PRV SCA IR B L2 B LR o SR, IR PR AR TR A 2 BT A A HE AR RE ot 4 BB AEE L B
BT I (G A SLIAE SR A2 B2 v 52 1 03X — R BRAR A FRAT 1% 1m) G BR FR 18 - SR AN R UL A .

Sperber & Wilson (1995)# t (1) 5B HLS A FEARIE 5 M RO T — A B FHESL 24 ], ABATA R
T FR) A2 sl STAE i R IBRJE U 2 b e D00 PR R IK I 2 7E d /N AR B %% ) R 3R R VIR AR o Carston
(2002)t — K@ T IX—FiR, FpplkvE TiE 5 R S E R B¢ R [25]. EESHIFITH, Pa-
pafragou (2000)Z Sk RHLEL 18 B THE & RIA I HT[26]. Papafragou $5 H 15245 22 [ 5L B8 R0 AR 41052 1)

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2025.133251 210 PR F 22


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.133251

B, TR

F U AT A ERRIES . XA LA A B TR i A B S It AR B BA5 T
REP &, ABLERS E S h A Re SRR A BR AR . Wilson & Sperber (2012)i#E— 32 1R1E T £ EAF &R
ARSI, ORI T AAEAE S 1 Ui i Al i) B AR S (27

FEATE SCEMRBRBAR AL T 178 SR A M, EPTAEE AT DU A R Ab . TR X
LR T TR EOTE SCHE S, T SCHREE R W RE X i U S 7R SERR A PR rh An T g B A A . I
FPEL IS B A N BB SR AL VA . FL b, AR SIEH SR EA
H 73 140 Portner (2009)45 1, 5 A& 1H XA THRE REA B i KOoshiB B fs s, e TRt
R TR [23]0 X — W OB AUE AR B S 5t 1 B LAY, Ut B] T e T 1B S IL I
RN 5 EE [ ORTE H I SR AR AT A HY DO fE

BT EAFI RS, AR LU T MRS B Y R 208 SO TR AL AR (AT SCRALE,
I HAE AL MR REVE s SRJE MORIREEIR LA 5 523X Se AL A 47 SE B 52 B v f o] B 3o 5 S e AL IR HE
BEPRATHF € (MR . X PP T HEZR B O 1IR3l U M B 7™ 0, DCREARRE 1 S R BLAE SE Pl F R 11
RigE. EX—HHEZL, BATAT AR b U E Ryt 2 2t LB s B ARAE R L E 2N AL, (H
FE B ERAT RN ARIETT e IXONJESCAHTIUE S ILEILR S it T BB R4 -

3. B ESHEIMANIEN 9t

AN IE TG RIE SCA T T, AR 6 DB S A5 10 IE SURHIE S LI AT R 82,
BATE P WA TR SR (5 A1 e r T A HTE Rk, ARG 0 B A 1 SR B O3 SCHHSE R0 .
3.1. BRRNERATIA

EEN R RIEZ AT, BATE T EHME S22, Jia & Xia (2023)f5% Hoye (1997)f 502
Tk, BOUERE ST AT Re /MR M e E=25[19]. ESFE T (PURDUEES B0 R ) K
EATERM . b, BEES T S T R BHE FiE K, & T3 2 Bk &,

Table 2. Classification of Epistemic Modal Expressions in Chinese

F 2. NBNRIBEREN D %X

AR Tt s T
B2 ThE. 255 £ Mi% 2%
L I I E Ny ] N e
8 YR, B Y9, KME. KR 2% L B EE. 1. dE. MER

XAV S SR R RBIRME 7R T Kratzer (1991)FIEISHESE, FATHT LA
Al REtH FAE SCAPGERE SR @ B LRI [21]. W TARE G p, Z2REFESIAME LA RN N:

(2) ATREMEIGAS (I “FIRe” « “HHR” 5): [[FTAE]] = Ap.3w € W.Base(w,p)

XRIRAETTREME RS W AR 716 2 /b — il i S S JE hi(Base) (U TH JE w, 15 /@l p 72 % A o L.

(3) MEFMEGA W “ KM« “ZR7 55): [[KM]] = ip.Pr(p|Base) > 0.5

IXRIRTEL B TSR T, il p NEBERE KT 0.50 AN [F] 1R M1 25 17 nT R A 7] 1)
BRI

4) et “LE” « “E” 2 [[E]] = Ap.Yw € W.Base(w,p)

IXRORTE A i R TG A R T REHE S, Al p ZON L,

X=HAEEFRR T —MESCGREE S TR < MRt < fiostE. XMZEgRRE T el
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TESLILR 137 SCEL B )5 2
3.2. RASHAHAESGTHE

Jia & Xia (2023) 115k EERE LN FATEEM S A ILIUTE SO AR AL T B Z A SE SRR 19]. ARATTIRIHT
FREWH, HBSARILBUEREHARZHRTF): rTaetE > MR > #ett. XM 2505 P AR ILEE
FMEE b, B T IR EE SO L .

LA R A A TR L IUNE, A SOV SR AE AR B IR IR . il “RTRES” AR
(L “ArRe” o LILEE 85.0%) R IX A SAEE L BV AR HIEANEEN:

(5) [FTfE] =Ap.3w € W.[Pr(p|Base(w)) > 0.5]

EAERE IR, SMRATREVEAIWTVE T W BER -, TR T — AN RS HESIFN . AHELZ T,
“oTTRR” X R A FF R RAIEE (I 5 15.0%) B X FHE SR A TF G B SRE S AR BT )

ERHEE AR T SILIRNE X AGEEZ 2 EREHIZ . B, AR AR 15 2518 1 3L
NI (B SR SR 12,177 YK, BAFEEL 139 1K), X 3R B TE S (15 2517 58 28 2 L IR A ik R L B 1
FOB R KA AT IR

(6) # M1 F1 M2 B, T M1 A1 M2 F3EE A1 24 HAL Y

[MI1] - [M2] <6
Forh 0 iE CEEBS B BIE . X T A4 “ATREL 7 SRR S BT R A R FE L 12 1)

FoUR, 1B SO 7 PR 2 R AV A th . DU R D6, v] R - i PR IL (247 151)HH
2 T E ME- AT R )L I(61 By, IXFRASKIARE S 1R S IR T 1) 5518 SR FE R 1R A 1] i
TE) 0 B SO PR A A AT R

KEGE BN DURRE T OB LI, O T i 15 A 1 & B T e sz MR 1t 7 3
WA

3.3. FHREMAERIBEN ST

HARERE RS, Jia & Xia (2023) 15 H I T — L5 LS RIEATE P A IEBE . X SRRk
BURBRATER ARG A LI LR T IR AR A [19]6

B, R TE " 1K M A T 1 A R A SR I AR AE AR A, (HE R S AR R X
FHv. el

(7) TEFE IR 2D H (Jia & Xia (2023: 7))

A RIER:

(8) [ K] = Ap.Pr(vw € W.Base(w,p)Base) > 0.5

KRR, Bl A A2 X iy R SR B AT R VP AL, T AN A2 BT i A Al e R T o X A
BT It A IX BB AUT JE I LI e i 18858 A2 AT DU 11 .

T MEAF I GO I A1 2 8] 7] B AR LA O N B w78 “TReS” 3L,
A 1769 Bl ZAEAHAT Y . X FhIEAH SBSLIL I S E T LR IR A

(9) [FTBE] = Ap.3w € W.[X(Pr(p/Base(w)) > 0.5)]

Horb XARTA N B S A SCIE AR F o3 R 2 350 B 1 A5 L0 A8 SOV ST — e 1 RS,
A ARG HANTE Uk 12 s .

B POER SR AL, FATVRIIE S BB — AN AW Z ST 5. XA 75
AMUAIAELR YRR P b, BB R T IR Z 005 SCHA MU IE BB pr s i), mrRetE. WS v
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SE MRS A R T — A G5 BU5R A1 SOEEE ST XA SR RIS E R R g 1 IE SN AR 1A,
S50 55 1 SR PEE PR 1 A A AR AR X B i SCOm P R A AT B . AR, XA SO RIEE
SEAENURIIERE . FESERRif R, BATIE 20 26 WU R EEATE SOP SIS R X SRRk 152
AEAT, SISO R — SR 8], REsIE B R R XM BEORAIE 1 1% 3
RIKITENE, SONBIE N SRt 1 BBl iE LRI W RE. JRT, AT S SR A BT REJE % 58 4
B B3I, XM Z AT — PR IE R R IR R, IRAE T — it ig.

4. BSEMEER SR

B 8 FH FOAIE 70 75 Rl 2 20 20 A Sperber & Wilson (1995)F2 Hi i S A FE 8 N AT B A1 5 1
4t | BB BIRFEAL[24] . ERBREIRHELE T, S0 M ILIMA Y L8 SGH 5, 3G FA8 bRRCR 1)
S o AT MVRANTE F A B2 AT IS A LI R, R0 HAE SERR g b (1 3 I T E . Sperber & Wil-
son (1995: 260)f&HH, 1H5E LFRIA T E BAAERBINER[24]. BT X —H#indEnl, RAPLH—DoHriE
A ILIUIE R ) 2 RSO 1) IX—HEZE MUGRACER . 18 F DhRE AIE S R 3 = ANEFE R T 1S &3t
PR TE FA AL A A HLOG &R

LR ERThEE 2 SES
NS AEBA SERT NFRE8E RIR7R REARE INAIESR

\'m\ - ‘///

Figure 1. The pragmatic analysis model of modality co-occurrence

1. ESHIEER S RE

w1 R, SRR AR E A R ERGEI AR . EIRAC R, B AR 2R
IR MR A AR RS )2 18] 3 5R s fEIR I Zhae R, 15 S IKRBLRI IR 55+ &5 B 5 AN PR L3l i
2 MR LD RE I SEBL S AR 52 B B AR IR S I R ] 200 X — BRAE RO BRATE Se g BAR 7 Hrde it 1 &%
GLALA o

4.1. E7SHIEINRZIE

RERFWIN, FTA BE S AR e R OGRS ). T 1% A 20K B4 DU /N A 3 5% 7 345 i
KIEPANFI R [27]. WIX—WAE, EAILDER I T2 M, (A=A M m ks 2 DLAME
HMIALEESS 7. Jia & Xia (2023) B FER B, N HME SRR ILBUR g — MR SE P41 T Be A A 1R A
T BULE MR 2537 2 7, MR AR A T AR B PR A 2 i (T ReME > MERYE > e )
[19]o IXFhArAREAE S T Ui ih NAEFIE 5 2 AR FE I ) R G itk e %

4.2. ESHIH S HIHES ZERTIEE
Jia & Xia (2023)AIE KL M7 118 SILBLAAE A 230 B2 M AT 19]. 72 IEsCiEAR . MR
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YRR E VE S S SR BB, e T IR B A R i R IB I oK. TIAE H W A bn itk b, Wl Redk
T A 3L DU TE Dot XA 3 A 22 5 AR B T A [ AR i A 2RI R 58 2K

MAZPRINRERT , AR A S RES SCIURFE i AR . B, @it “waes”
i BN AT REVERIBERERRIS, BERIE T3 AM A MR, SR 7RI . B E” X
FME AN RN E VRS AT R SE B, EARAEBAATE R b ELIEUIR, (HRE AR IR N R IE Y N
IS RS I MR AR IO R WIHENI LB, A B 5 1A i 5 O 1 W 1) T S AV

4.4. BFHLIERRIE R RE

[ 25 =T R RS I 5, B A AR AL R IR o AR FRATTE R AL S E T Sk
SRR

(1) KRAFLLEWFIET .

XA AEEE =5 I XA i ] LRIROA

(10) [[KZ1] = Ap.Pr(Base(w,p) = 1|Base) > 0.5

BRI A TE SO A fiRe 1 S, (B S X ML I O 4 REE 2, I EE R
M. MBERAEE, XMILIARIL T 35 AXHE ERIFEFIFAE R M 4ERIX 4yl “RZ)” Rl
S B B 5T, R BB SRR IX —HE SR RS R . X E RN RS EEAER
brepo e A B, IR RS I A E M E B A .

5. &g

RUFILE A TR S RIREEER S, X BUE S ST T RN DRI, AR
(IR T T AL ROV SO, T AR T W A TESE bR A bR eh UK AL 25 K

R RT, AR T TR TR T — AN A SURTE B OB B HE . S T 32
BT, JRAIN AR s A e T PR BV SURE, R T SLEH [ S SR . SK R
R HE DU T 3 LA SEHURE, o SRR B R 0t T SR RIS, SRBERRIE 1 3]\
HETRATELAR T A SEHLTY 5 AT B PR BLA, TS T SR T A 52 2 R (B 5
FESTIEE T, ABFFHET Tia & Xia QO23)IERIRTL, ¥ 78 T RSB R OB 10]. DI, &
{uLi S SRR IR 2 0 Bl 70 5 508 b S DU O A R SR RIS B T AT BT
WA RGP, HONFLARIE = B 1 R M R T RO

AT, ARSI, %, AT A BT AE R B T bR OB 58, W LU A
SIS RAWTIC. JUK, BV IO LA A AR, R R R 5 7EAL B A A A ik
B S LB — B4R AR ST LA DL R JUAS IR — R R BIRS S R, i LB
ERALUR IR RIFIRESE S X LA, %S A IR R, = R AR, S
A A A SE BRI . T TOA A BT 3R 0 1T 4 T ML e A 3 BLIX S DL
EL£mAB

A et H A 2 R AR 2 2 (ISPS) RHE B ¢ % W I 4 (RLIF %) “F5 48 9e” W, Wb S A
24K16097,
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