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Abstract

This study explores the semantic changes of the Chinese vocabulary “lao gen” and uses literature
research methods to examine its evolution process based on rich language materials. The term “lao
gen” was originally used to refer to the root system of a plant, but with the development of society, its
meaning gradually expanded. During the Tang and Song dynasties, the transformation of the meaning
of “lao gen” began to emerge; during the Ming and Qing dynasties, under the promotion of popular
literature, “lao gen” initially developed a non-botanical meaning referring to qualified individuals; in
modern times, due to social changes and cultural integration, the non-botanical meaning of “lao gen”
has been widely applied in many fields, such as culture, economy, and dialects.
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