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Abstract

Since the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, ecological civilization construction
has received great attention. Studying the ecological discourse in ancient poetry is of great significance
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for contemporary ecological protection. Ancient poetry contains the ecological philosophical thoughts
of the ancients. However, there are currently few ecological discourse analyses of Spring Outing to Qi-
antang Lake, and these analyses lack depth. This study takes Systemic Functional Linguistics as the
theoretical framework and uses its three metafunctions to conduct a multi-dimensional interpreta-
tion of Spring Outing to Qiantang Lake from the perspectives of ideational, interpersonal, and textual
functions. The research findings show that the poem uses various transitivity processes to depict the
natural landscape, evaluates the beauty of nature with positive words, and frequently places non-hu-
man natural entities in the thematic position. This research enriches the ecological discourse analysis
of ancient poetry, excavates the ecological connotations behind the poem, helps to awaken people’s
ecological awareness, and promotes the construction of a positive ecological view of nature.
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