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Abstract

From the perspective of cultural linguistics, this paper explores the asymmetry of the collocation
rules of “going to the toilet” and “going to the kitchen” in Chinese and the social metaphors behind it.
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By analyzing the dictionary definition, BCC corpus data analysis and usage evolution, it is revealed
that the semantics of “up/down” not only point to spatial orientation, but also map social hierarchy
and gender division of labor. “Going to the toilet” is associated with the high setting and avoidance
of excretion places, while “cooking” implies the lowly attribute of kitchen work, reflecting the de-
preciation of manual labor in traditional society. People’s cognitive experience affects the structure
of language, and the asymmetry of up/down verbal combinations is affected by multiple factors such
as geospatial layout, hierarchical metaphors, and linguistic economic principles.
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Table 1. The core semantic analysis of “Up/Down”
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Figure 1. Han Dynasty Green-glazed Pottery Pigsty with Latrine
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