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Abstract

The contrary-order synonym is an important language phenomenon in the history of Chinese vocabu-
lary development. In ancient and medieval Times, near-synonyms or full synonyms were more likely
to form a group of contrary-order synonyms, such as “Gongjing” and “Jinggong”. Although “Gongjing”
and “Jinggong” were both produced in the Zhou Dynasty, the development results of the two are very
different: “Gongjing” has a high frequency and remains to this day; there are fewer “Jinggong” use cases,
and they are gradually eliminated. The reason is mainly influenced by the rules of Chinese word stress
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and the principles of word selection in verbal communication.
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Figure 1. Meaning development of “Gong”
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Figure 2. Main extended meaning of “Jing”
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