Modern Linguistics BI{CIE T 2, 2025, 13(4), 12-17 Hans X
Published Online April 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.134310

ROl A TRECRH#S4h

—LASREN - HiBRHr2022 5 LA K el 813 3R i o 51

5 H 3%
WM R A ERE 22 R, WL &%

Woks H . 202542 190 FHER: 20254F3H24H; &ATHM: 20254F4H3H

HE

ARG RIEE R XL A R, SRS « BRI 2022 AL K22 BV AL BRI UREAT T
WS B BRIV RPMERERN & 0B M AR, BEERTUR VS G 78 S 58
MEZHINR. PR, FEHT, YRR, RATBENOCESE/ M GEE AL, BT H
BB R B SR, 780 T BBSES AT ). B R R R T RS, A
BY TR BLRE VTR B RS AB T 3%, T B AN TE S ik SR PR SR ML 5 -

XK ia

RATHREEE, ROERS, Bl

Analysis of Commencement Speech from a

Transitivity Perspective

—A Case Study of 2022 NYU Commencement Speech from
Taylor Swift

Binyao Han

College of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua Zhejiang

Received: Feb. 19t", 2025; accepted: Mar. 24, 2025; published: Apr. 3¢, 2025

Abstract

Based on Systemic Functional Grammar, this paper conducts an in-depth analysis of Taylor Swift's 2022
commencement speech at New York University from the perspective of transitivity. The study primar-
ily focuses on the transitivity features of the speech and the distribution patterns of various process
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clauses, aiming to explore the linguistic strategies and rich connotations behind the speech. The
research finds that material, relational, and mental process clauses dominate the speech, reflecting
its ideological connotation and profound humanistic concern, filled with emotional resonance and a
call to action. By analyzing the transitivity features of commencement speech, it helps to reveal the
linguistic style and rhetorical techniques of such speeches, aiding people in better appreciating and
evaluating commencement speeches.
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1. 5|8

AFEVE, A —FTEA I FHHMTHRIEZAR, DR s B, BORIEER. BERILINm
BB, @AY, HEEE MR M B IS (E S, R IARIBUR) . MUl enasE 2R H
f¥1(Devito, 1987) [1]. K2 EMV HALE & A LI — ML, EAS8E Sl k3 L B 1R
FH(ZEARME, 2021) [2]. BARckbl, SREFIBIERK. H2AERER. FEARRE A ma N LEEE
JAL BRREVE, AR D NAL S A S T i AR S AN BT . 7EERL SALTE
P, PR S RN TATIRZ M EE , AT AR SRIE R T A 1Rl HEE s EHCHIANE
217, WA S E AT TRk, RIS

FERZZHENY AL IX — FE S A2 2, JE R A 28 R B EN M G EAMUE —FE Bk
M, R MIERIA . MR RN R . 2 R AL VR AR, SR, Bl RA STz
WHIREIR, 5] 1 B AN R BN, AEHI(2012) [317EVE 7 S TR U = VR i I BB HESE T,
XA 3 B35 44 N B R AT Bk 2008 443 JIE Hr AR DR 257 0 e K 23 (10 B2 AL gk AT X B 4T
T T I DR R AL R SERAS RE H 0T B SRIFN(2016) [4]LAVEMEIRIAS FE RGN FUHESE,
X 2016 FEHE 9 FT 44 ALK AT K AR Bl AL b 1) T TR RS 18 0 b7 487K 18 e A4 i SRR R 2
IS o XA X0 EE(2019) [5]LAE 5 2018 4EAT 5 K 2EEV S ALIH JE VBT o0 B, SFxt i A
Fre 15 08 T TIRA AT, R T AR R AFRIE R B AE A FLE F Aot RIS R RES A1 Th g
Jaroenkitboworn (2021) [6]%FFLye A 2017 AFRG K22 Hel AL HEEAT T 2885188 o, 9l NE S0
AVEEMEMIRES, SR T R TR LA R S W A ELB R o Sari (2023) [715K H EL3 7616 1 140
1, AR PR FIE I8 04T, 3R T B AT 2001 4 2 R B L vE I R T R R RN BR
o WAFEIRAFHE RS FEATHE TS, A BT AR Bl S AL S X 28 A JLR PR TE T RS, DLRIR N ARV
RN EES, (Lo,

AR SCK IR R « W RAFIE 2022 SEA L RSV AL _ERTEBE, 12 REGThAEELRE R, MBS
(IR Th e A FE VB R EAT /b 288 « Wik 2 2 A 0l F . Wil ER . SRHIEN. i
(185 SRAE AN AE L B S T BT, MAERERGEA T Z00E. 2022 4F 5 H 18 H, &) « B R
WA L) RS2 T R LA KRR Y. ERXE Y, bR T B SRS T R IR
DI, orEE T Al BRAR . S IR e, RIS SR TR M E . R - B IR X U U
R AR EENV AL UE . A SCUL R BRI REIEIR NS SR, TR « BT R E A2 R e
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A b R S T S DN A T A, DA AR V1 V8 5 R E DA B RS S 1 A
2. HigHELR
2.1. REINREIEE

F1E T PR ALIE(M.A K. Halliday)Z2k & JF & f& 17 IARGE 5 #A 2R IR 46 N 96 i (J.R. Firth) )%
ARRAR, 48 “5507 M “REG7 BFUARIN H OR “Br e E L BISHESE, 1€ 1961 FE IR H R4t
T HE1E 12 (Systemic Functional Grammar) & . 1985 4F, #ALMERIELE (ThREIELE TR (4Un Introduction
to Functional Grammar) W ttt, ‘ErrEH KRG TIEEIERBET A, HES R Rg M A R LG E
3, 20005 FKAERR, 2011) [8][9].

RGURIFERIESUN—DENLRG, BEPFFRMBRENLE S WILRRMEAN S B, 1218
H R 4t iF 7% (systemic grammar) 1 Z) 1572 (functional grammar) 5N 43 2R, 43546 [R]85 45 F FNE = 1)
BEMAN T TH . RAIEREE SN R G M (system network), 3B = e AR & 1B E R GBI,
BAEEUTES RAEME M IERAE. DRETE LRSS 8 TR, ME 718 55 e i/ A
Dige, BRUHET W RIEZM S & AR R LA AR (Halliday, 1994) [10].

2.2. BRI RS

AL E B I DhRE S — M4SN 70 D) g (matefunction), B35 ME & (ideational) 7T H B « A Fr(interpersonal)
TCINRE LA TE RS (textual) TG B RE = AN J7 THi (Halliday, 1994) [10]. X =KIeIhAER RZEY], LA EAEH,
HFEMR TIEE R R ST eiE s RIEANMERAZHCRKRP I, OHFLK
(experiential) G H AEFNIZ 4 (logical) TG LI REWN N B /0 ME & o D RE,  F 20@E S L WME R Gi(transitivity) . 15
(voice) RGN -

K R Gt SEIA I E LR G, AR AE AN TFE SR 5 DL S o0t ) & T 2 56 )
T EANE I “ISFE” (process), FHIBI S5 FEA KK “2 53”7 (participant) fl “I 547 (circumstance
element). MM RGIA SIS FELM. VIFUEFE. OEERE. RARSE., TR FEEEMEE
. AEPEERMEEAESEAARNS 5% . BB ATFEER, DIGERMT A 795 535 5
FIBRMAE A HEEZE X
3. § - BRI B RIHE R R SR

ARSI ) « Wi RREE 2022 FEALREE I N AL RE R, LRI RaIEE T IS TR R
FrIpae N E IR LA, XTARE) o WiBORREE A2 RS 1 S UFEAT A . TERR B A bR SR I
3 BR 2 1 B 77 Wk (https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/taylor-swift-nyu-speech-1355121/), i&
Fadk 2958 AL, XTZRE) o BIBIRART 2022 AR 29K 5 FEY AL VS IR AT S AR S R AR 183
AR RR . SRR NR) A 1 TR
Table 1. Distribution of transitivity processes in the commencement speech
F 1. Bl st R RIS RES
s KR oy HiE e 17h

SR \ \ \ i ‘ \ %
iR i i i it i i i

B 95 48 23 11 4 2 183
Eﬁ:}‘lﬁt(%) 51.9 26.2 12.6 6.0 2.2 1.1 100
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A RE

WA 1 R, BE) - WO 2022 AL R EMY AL PRE R B B AR NG SRR IR ANA]
O] FIEAREANG) L AR N AT RN . b, R s /N R SR AR 5
RN, SEHIEL 95 K, 40 EH 51.9%. RARTE/NAILHIL 48 G S EERZAN 26.2%. (LFERE
ANEISEHIL 23 TR, A HERZIN 12.6%. FifdfE NSRRI 11k, S HERZAN 6.0%. fFEL R/ NVa) Al
TR R ANE IR 430009 4 AN 2 0K, S B0 2.2%A1 1.1%. fEIRRH, SR =
NSRRI RN R AR RN DB RN, = FH A THETEAON 90.7%. R ICKE A
F B PRR =A RS A

3.1. YRR NS

YIS REAR R B R AR N, B ES 5 H TR (Actor) F1 H #5(Goal). £
TR A SN, YRR NI B, 5 B @ s Y B R NG, B - B
SRR AE S T U BES A R 5 S AN 10 52 H SR N 56 L JRIE AR L, S0 AT TR T Ak
QLSRR NA. Hrp, <37 MIZE) « WrgOsEah (8 P it A M B B 2, 46 & 3hial i
RS BRI =) « BRI N2 DD FIRFAAENE, R TIAAN ANE T B 78 PR o
Prbterty =, AE ab A ST AR AT

4] 1 I went to public high school until tenth grade and finished my education doing homeschool work on the floors of
airport terminals.

18] 2 For example, I had a phase where, for the entirety of 2012, I dressed like a 1950s housewife.

] 3 ..., T would sit in my room and write the songs that would get me a ticket somewhere else.

] 4 1 lose perspective all the time.

G, FENEEIRAH SRR TAEZ (B 1. 62, 6 3), DAURFSERATELR] 4), AR
USSR LEIYNG . = S ae N7 DibuR S NG NS AR PO e = 11054 S UR SR U (LE S )
RO EH RS IRAEYT B8R EIFRAR IR, XA > 207 ANk 28 2 J5 4 AU RISz 37 BN
5

TR
Hk, TIPS BT R E R (B 5. 61 6. B 7), XikahgEss S A oL
HREMER .

5] 5 You’ve worked and struggled and sacrificed and studied and dreamed your way here today and so,...
%] 6 You can’t carry all things, all grudges, all updates on your ex, all enviable promotions your school bully got at the
hedge fund his uncle started.

5] 7 We will recover. We will learn from it. We will grow more resilient because of it.

XEY SRR N, R RIIMAAL T B WAL SEMWA, BInESE ST REFIUR.
oy NPT R R IO P A . X AN S A R R, T HARE SEH, RERS S B B AR ATT S A
JREXT AR I BR AR AN AL I o
3.2. XRIE NI

KA FEIR IR R W) B M oC R R o 0% R 2 /N 0] S gk — 25 Rl 43 B i B AR =X
(attributive mode) F1H 71| 845 3 (identifying mode). FEBIMFAEH, KRS/ NIH EES 5 FH A RRH
(carrier). JEPE(attribute). FEIRAIEARA T, FESHEHHP RN (identified). ARIAFFE(identifier).
LR
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%] 8 See, I was a teenager in the public eye at a time when our society was absolutely obsessed with the idea of having
perfect young female role models.

5] 9 So I became a young adult while being fed the message that if I didn’t make any mistakes, all the children of America
would grow up to be perfect angels.

15 10 Effortlessness is a myth.

5] 11 And being embarrassed when you mess up is part of the human experience.

T, BB R O R RN, 2R AR IR T M 22 H AT DR 2 O N A S BRI AR T
s B E AR . 51 8+ 19 ", ZEIMEF T “I was a teenager in the public eye...” Fl “I became a young
adult while being fed the message that...” 55 IR , X LL5¢ 2 /INA) BAA 1 4t (1) B 4 A0 b Py A ) 4 22 2R 858
W% T IAEARAE NEAT DEMERBEFENNE T, S e AN EE RO, 25 Huthm
PRk, MR I B X R ORT B 1) ek 07 BRI LW A B T b K O B R, AT
BORABATTX B ORI FLE SR 1) B

Fk, O AR I OC R RN A AE ZR B (s D b R T SRR, BRI T SR OGS G R
FIEZME. 10 F, ZR#E$EH “Effortlessnessisamyth” , XANEERBHE T “effortlessness” XS 5
HESET “amyth” Z AR FR, AMUALIE 70, 3851 F W AcE B 8 1L “ effortlessness” HIE o
Wik, HIERRIIA R 228 A5 1), M2 AT H S MR R, XFEENRR T AT
MVAEATRRARSS M B S, kT el B AR ATTHE I 3R H O B I A R B IR aA %, HIEW
FIIAEAT R B T S B B2 RN 8 K

3.3. LIRS

OSBRI ERECHEFENNE R WRAECIOE SRR SR AR, OB DL R
(perceptive). WA %l(cognitive). M (desiderative). 1%/ (emotive) UMY, fELBSFEF, FESEEHF
J&J1 3 (senser) F1EI % (phenomenon). fEIEEIH, OHFE/N)STHHEIL 23 K, HHKAHN 12.6%. OHFE
T FR /NG A FH 5 B 2R A At AR Ak T Ik ) AR SRR R, S5 T AR SR SR I SRR R

4] 12 1 feel so proud to share this day with my fellow honorees Susan Hockfield and Felix Matos Rodriguez, who humble
me with the ways they improve our world with their work.

18] 13 If they are here in this stadium, I hope you’ll find your own way to express your gratitude for all the steps and
missteps that have led us to this common destination.

5] 14 I imagine the idea of a normal college experience was all you wanted too.

5] 15 And I know it can be really overwhelming figuring out who to be, and when.

Bl 12 v, A “Tfeel so proud” MIIL, LI T 54003 H — A > EREM B
18, XAUIESE T s PR BOR L, ISR AR RENS B2 B FO A G . 1 13 b, BB T T
hope” X — LB FE/INA, FRIE T W AV AEATR A S0, Sl Ay BB Bk AT T RE 8 T B 27 3R
R B I NRIE B . RFERRIRAOCE 7 5 A 2 MRS B &, 1A T30k AT
R ELG, TSR B2 H CRE . §] 14 %, RIS “Timagine” X — L F FR /N E) RO W
ARG ST, AEMATRENS [BMZEE B OO IEH K2 AR, BRI AR AA R B 15 v, 24
3 “Tknow” X— LB RENGE], AR 1 e Bk AR AT S AR A MBSl AN SRR o IR B RIE AMY
7 T AT AR L, RO T ATESR B AN SCIAS K el
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4, i

ARG RETEE ) S VERL S X R « HBORRRE 2022 ALK A Eb AL B URE R
FTIRNIIHT . IRITCTERS (9 SRR AR B SR R /N E) B 70 A A, 2 TSR D7 i RO 5 R AR A SR
W, B R R A A TR B AR PR AN AT R

I HTARIL, RS T AR R RN RAR IR U E R ) BT LRSI,
R AR N R AR RN RLG B AR N & SRR N I T, FIEA RN AR RN
AT e NE B> . BARTE, s YRR N, R - BTEOR R L AEATT = T B B A
DAL A, SRS TR IR, FF ARt 7 SE R AR 7R o XA T ALt
IR S BB AR AR RT 5 B, SR T S AT ARR B AS BE it Al] 55 B B s T B SRR
NAz e RAERENALEFE YA iz ™ R 1 288 « sioR R e MRS 5 R I BB 22 . b3 g 4 3R A
R, A T A CINARE, A B IR N L IR RIETT UG 3R 12
BEMAEENE, SO ARE RS S AP B AR T AR G . il IE FL O B AR NG, AR AR B2 ) -
BRRAF I AN IS, (G a D 5 W AR ST TR IR SRR, %38 1 B SIS AR, ATk
Wir £ A LS A 4T 30

X AR« W ORRFAE 2022 SR LR SR b AL b AR THE R AT KA, AT AR B R i
PEEAT TR ZI ) AR A IR B A SO, Fe it 15 RS AIAT 30 77, BT ROt R T A AR AR 15 24 »
B AR AITRIRR T R R, BUEAER N A XHEPRE R EAT Rk 23 AU B T BRI U1 5 XA
Bl Tk, RN RS H B AT Gt R AR S U, P I B = 52 N fE 7R, $Em B CiiE S E
fiER NIk e

SE3CH
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