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Abstract

Internet buzzwords play an important role in social change and public opinion, not only as a
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reflection of social phenomena, but also as an expression of people’s emotions and attitudes. The
purpose of this paper is to use Prototype Category Theory as a theoretical framework to analyze the
generation mechanism of the “Top 10 Internet Buzzwords of 2023” selected by Excessive Wording.
By carefully analyzing the origin, development and dissemination process of these buzzwords, this
paper reveals how they, as prototypes or marginal members of the language system, reflect social
hotspots, cultural changes and linguistic innovations.
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Table 1. Frame extraction based on prototype construction
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Table 2. Stylistic interuse based on stylistics
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