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Abstract

“Qiguai de shi” is a frequently used discourse marker in modern Chinese, which has counterintuitive
meaning in sentence expression. This paper will discuss the discourse marker “Qiguai de shi” from
three perspectives: syntactic expression, semantic features, and pragmatic function. Syntactically, the
expression of “Qiguai de shi” mainly has three forms, and its syntactic position is often in the middle
of the sentence or at the beginning; Semantically, “Qiguai de shi” has three characteristics of sudden-
ness, contradiction, and skepticism; Functionally, “Qiguai de shi” has three functions of reflecting cog-
nitive deviation, expressing the speaker's stance, and highlighting the focus of information.
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