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Abstract

The word “Da” in the Dali dialect serves multiple grammatical functions, including as a verb, prep-
osition, and conjunction. This paper first outlines the various uses of “Da” and then explores its
grammaticalization process, including the evolution from verb to preposition, among prepositions,
and from preposition to conjunction. Two main grammaticalization paths are proposed, and the
motivations behind this process are analyzed.
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