Modern Linguistics JLRE = 2#, 2025, 13(5), 47-54 Hans X
Published Online May 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.135441

EEFRICIEBUTHI A BRICIE F i

KEM
WL TR K4 BB, WL A

Woks H . 20254F3 100 FHER: 20254F4H26H; &ATHM: 20254F5H7H

R

BUT/E N —MIEEIRCTE, FRARGEMARAA, BE-SARLIERT, ERARESA UL
E1T8, BAAREAYR. 2XUBRSENEN, BAARTERSER, KTBUTEXREE
RIALERR, BRIEEMCEBUTAHN TX R BT RFER GBI, BRI, SXREERER
BEANRRRY . RILERFREEER, HEFMCIEBUTRIETERA BRI, HE—PRMAERR; X
Xt BT FE B AREBRMER, HERICEBUTRREETCIEREMING, P8P AERR.
AR T BRVEVEE A BRE AT AR

K
FEFZIEBUT, ABRCER, BARE, XREH

The Interpersonal Metapragmatic

Interpretation of Discourse
Marker BUT

Chenyang Zhang
College of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou Zhejiang

Received: Mar. 10t", 2025; accepted: Apr. 26", 2025; published: May 7t", 2025

Abstract

BUT, as a discourse marker, is frequently employed to bridge opposing viewpoints, yet within cer-
tain interpersonal interaction contexts, it often serves to signal dissent or negation, thereby embod-
ying interpersonal pragmatic functions. This paper, utilizing naturally occurring conversational
data, employs an interpersonal metapragmatic analytical framework to examine the positional re-
lationship between BUT and the objectlevel. It investigates the metapragmatic functions exerted by
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the discourse marker BUT in relation to the object level. The study reveals that when the pragmatic
attributes of the object level pertain to expressing opposition, bias, or doubt, the discourse marker
BUT performs a metapragmatic reinforcing function, further deconstructing harmonious relation-
ships. Conversely, when the pragmatic attributes of the object level involve expressing gratitude,
the marker BUT engages in a metapragmatic mitigating function, thereby further upholding harmo-
nious relationships. This paper extends the scope of interpersonal pragmatic research concerning
single-layered discourse.
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1. 5|8

FE 4R 5 2 BN S5 AL A B e A BRoC &R, B ABRBH %I, ARSI H i) g K
B REISLE1]. ANRiERHSRETAGRKR, WIS “H83E 0 AW iE HE S RN
PR R ” (2], HH MR ERAC IR SIS APR K R FE[3] [4]. J0IE 20 AS b i 308
FBG S B3R, DS e 3 BEAT bR N AT 9IRS 2418 [5] (6], AARIZZ bR w1 & A H I B SR .
YT NBRiE 5 0iE I R2E XM, BEEM(2023) 84 N BriE AT GIE F o A bR ociE [ 7].

B8 R EE T3 70 N o BRI S 4697 . ABRESBECNALER . AALSPN M RIE S EASE, Moo
EHNERETESHEHME RER. G, EREMHETEE “Could you open the window?” H, #itfi Nidit
iz B B F5E ) A) NP A SORAE B ALEH, T 7ERUZ TS “Sorry to disturb you, but could you open
the window?” 1, Piid ANFk T EX % Z1M( “could you open the window?” Y F T & &30 F15E il ) 3K
Ah, IEAETCIE R Z 5] N T A JoiE R EGHGE “Sorry to disturb you, but...” , PAER “M&M” X%
R _ERE SRAT (7]

B3 7 AR 78 00vE N b XOoeil FSeil oy =0, MO AU 5, BRI il -EEW & () AL3T
WE, W COREAT(8][9]: W LAE, 1 KRG T [10]s S TAE, dn “AEHg-eeee” “LLeeees
P14 L7 [11]-[13]; RELAE, W “TEATEZ BN [14]; NBRESEEM, W “YRULg----" [15]; AR
THHIEES, G0 “just kidding” [16]; ABRERZN, 0 “FFoes” (1715508 AR, B0 BET1HER
10 “and” . “but” . “or” /A BINABIAERY], HEARICTE “and” “but” “well” FFHEA A
(1 7G1E FH DhAE[18]-[20], {HMARA B 7 M Br e TE AL A R AR TEE AR 10 TE BUT B ABRIIRE

BUT {ENUFE bR G TE 18 058 51 B P 75238 1972 9%3E . Schiffrin (1987)48 i, 1FiEFRidiE BUT
(G5 T Re 5 FBEAE 2 VIAE G, A e 1m (11 FH Zh AR U 7E T 77 A 28 FLBCR (21 wiid N8 i 1
FRICHE BUT &N T AWl NBETEESR AL SARRRIE, MmN TE S KB AR FE B 7 M1 [22] [23]. {EXTLG
PEIEIEARICIE[22], BUT £ H %518 DG A BT, 7R 5 S0 75 00 /i 15 18 1) i J A 22 1 45
SEBH B 1M Blakemore (2002)7E R EXEIRFE T F, #RDT 1 BUT £E B R SCH I TE FH D BE S H G R [24]

AR, [ P IR ETT MG TEIEARICTE BUT 5 HWE . BRI 7 (2009) TE R BB LA T
78 7 BUT FEANAEE P A5 5E L X EE L 2RI #h s iB IESEAN R TE R DhRE[25]. XN 4R(2010) 0486 < T BUT
A ERE. B RBIESHR . EEAEE. BB RV OE HIhEe[26]. JAT, o £ EREER A
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WENBRiE 5 701E 2 R 2E XM, B BT B, B0 & 507 MR PR IC T BUT BE(T
B3 TC 8 F R AR o

AHEFLL BUT Jyialsk, BENLAMI COCA TERHEFH) 500 26 HHEEERL, JERIBRAFF S ArAEREEL,
B HERR — e BA M [R5 5 ST X EA Bag oo il & P B9 924 (40 but also anything but %%), iz AFxJT
EHAMTRESE, St BUT 5 RZHMAERR, S E PG ERI0E BUT X155 R =
P RAERCiE FHDIRE . A B AR R U5 il D Re 72 2 e sh [

2. B EA

FRHT1(2023) A A TCIE A R LR B AR 2 b 15, ABRociE i 4 AR B AR st &, i 2
M B3 B A A bR e R ATIR S . — BRI E TR M ABR B AR RE ), BEE FEHIEEIE R . XFh
WA AT LLLE B Z B th AT, O B R AR AR IR IE () e iE 2 T L AT (SR, AT DAE
X R G H b R AT 1) . AR TCTE H S R B — 7 T X B R S F R AR BRI 1 1E T
Ko FH—HHNCR B E FE RN RE . XA 7 T L R0 2R B R R (W 52 [ 7]

NBroaiE AR R AT CiEHER, NAPRERT AR Tk B RS B SRR, 5520
T N BRE R FEBCE 8 A AR 7] ABrocis Ot F s 7 30E 5 5 & K NAEbriT N 1e
PYERHAINT, JF R T HIg -G 5 FBOE H B REDGAGERE ARG R B 1[27]. ABroil F R 7 HriE4e
(7180 1 Fios.

4

(A%iﬁﬁi(ﬂkﬁ%ﬂi%ﬁ)z JRm—
92 B LR LR
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Figure 1. Analytical framework for interpersonal metapragmatics

Bl 1. ABRTIERBISIHTHESR

3. EIBHFITIE BUT WABRTTIEM S

B E LR LR S OB FSGAR[28]. IEIEPRICTERI B ITiE DI REIRIL 1 A2 PRI R s A2 bR 3 44 A O AR
Kt BRBMQ023)FEH, ABrIcif HIZRIE R S 13 15 xR ok R i S IRE A Sl 0T
ANEEE AN FRTCTE FHARIE S 1 B A8 H R ER A E IR TERT B TR S ANRIRISZ BT BERE RS B2 7]

3.1. IEBFRICIE BUT (L F R EE Z B &R TIEE
TEEARCHE BUT W AEE=AM B B, Mt EAb Ak g, EREDET RS TAEME, BEH
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FERAB I AN RATE O SR 2R/, IX R I UG N H 6 RIUREEAT A28 3R AT 0 s R B0 A B A —
SEMITUK . THIEFRICTE BUT A TA) E ARS8k (48, ARSI K iGE, smfexd S22 m s i s k.

3.1.1. MREERERMEOERRY

FEHHE WS, HIEESRCIE BUT MBLEX SR AT, X 52 HHE & B A 055G R
B, b BT DL B 18 A6 T 1R TR ST, AT SEREAIE 5¢ R BERAT Ty, BEI XUZ
PEAEE TG TEAR LI BUT ARX TXIRZEM S, 7T UUAIF R ThaE, Mmst— S s mig s, .

(1) A: I think that I’ve fulfilled all of my dreams as a writer.
B: But I don’t want the dream to stop, you know? I love having this dream. I mean, this is the world’s best dream. This

dream—you don’t ever want this dream to end. (CBS: SunMorn)

FEGI(D) A, o R TH R 300G N A Rtk 1 RO, St 1 AIE G R BIPRERAT . Bl A B | “don’t
want the dream to stop” 1 “I love having this dream” IXFE)FRIAKR I H CXF R SHER B AW, (TH
HEESESUEN A I E B LIRS . 78 “you know?” IXAMEAIGEF, Uik Al EFE T RAfIAEL
JLRG,  [R]H AT RE AL N 7 BN BB S A, fEAE N B, S AN fEA “this is the world’s best
dream” IXFE 5 K RIS RFE— D oy AF AR B AR, TPk 5 00 07 2 TR BRI O 2R

VG ANBR TEXN RZ M RIE O, B HARILX —248E 1R, BB 2 5 4MER 7%
PriciE BUT, 588 7 H ORI, S0 BRg IR 22 2 Ui 1k A B XTI, Ml K45 1)
g, HE—PEIAIEC R INFNES R — DS E, Zuh#H vl DR 5t F B s EE M 2= k%
R, SCRINANESE, FHRERMIES R . But A0 E 18, BE 5] H G IR TEE 2 X A i
FHEOLI S E[29]. TEIEARICTE BUT HHILFEXS RZH 2 AT, MUEIE NA R R, At 7 i s,
ST 5 AR B r) ) A, JRR I AR AN SR B e AR

3.1.2. WREEFRERILERRM

IHTEARICIE BUT HBLEX RJZ 1 Z BT, 0 G2 ACCRIU U TE AR T RTR T TE 1R, A
i RE AT 36 LA T 45 € (0 S 4y, AKX TT I L, BRI ARG R o B XUZ P 1 3 h 15 1
PR BUT KAFSRfLDhfE, 2 —POEMIERR, Bl.

(2) A: Well, no, he’s got a lifetime appointment. He’ll be fine.
B: But someone told me anonymously that you’re a rapist. And I’'m going to tell your kids about it until they don’t like

you anymore and your neighbors won’t speak to you, and you would... (Fox News Channel: Tucker Carlson Tonight)

FEBI2)H, X B = 1 1 AN R RAE 1R i I, S TR R PR RAT Y . B AR
AT LI TR S IR, XAPURRAMARIREE, i Hat & B A . IR IR
TEAL SR AP T — DR MR AL, R [ Wy A A 3 1 350 18 0 i AR 0 07 ) 75 45 B, M
TS AT 5% R PEERAT o O N R 25 06 7 £ RNAR e X — 48 1%,  E7s 2 1R 7 (9 5 RE ATkt
SRR XFAT AR X T7 245 BT, WA R B S 1R R R M Bk, &
P 5 AE AL X R RAT

TEEARICTE 2 NG TE 2 (0] b F DL S AN 7S 158 LA BERE IR B8 AR [30] . BUZ PR 1E il iE bR iciE
BUT AHXS T4 R 1 & AR TIRE, #E— DR ARG R R . MR AR AR, I8 e &) AT
TARARICTE BUT, 5846 10077 4R Mg, & B 77 IR B AR . I A7 3 A 4500 4 1 5
AAFHONS, R AEAEY SUFRTHANE R 2R, SRR 1 X7 Z AKX AL, [RJ Ak P B b 5 18 A0 3 RIAS SRR
AT I A S R
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3.2. IEIBFRIEIE BUT L TR EE FIE & FRITHEE

WIEARCTE BUT £ LERRE L TREME, HIOvah A E, B BUERB IR S5 TR
JETH) HE] o X NAE S TE I BT 7 R P . 1 TEARICE BUT L A haRiB R kg, R
Feruhe, MR SRS 5= 1 8 & k.

32.1. MREBEERERENIZARY

M EARICTE BUT HILEX RS T PRI, X 52 R E A G FE MR EH B, B
AT AR I LS N SE XS 5 FIBIHLERAT Ny, MITT SEREAN S 56 RPKRAT N . BRI XUZ M58 5 15 bR i il
BUT MiX T R 2 M 5, W LA RIL RS, it —D @i figc &, Hilin:

(3) A: What the speaker is trying to do is build the leverage that she needs to build up the public sentiment behind the
idea of impeachment.

B: That’s what she says she’s doing, but do you think she’s really just stalling for time or do you think that’s actually
what she’s doing? (NPR: All Things Considered)

EHIG)F, RZMPUENEHEE T TN %, B “That’s what she says she’s doing” ,
RIGIINT — ARSI . X — TR B ULE ANXT TR S R A 56, BRI & B A SEBRAT
NZIAI A BRAEEZE S o Uil NIEE e “ PRI SE bR EAE AT 27 BITRIRRE, 78 TG R TR A0 1l R AU
BRI BRI EH N — MRS RUEAT OB B S . IR IR T e 2 SO G T B AN —
AT R AR L ) N B oK &R

BB, XU VETEE G TE SR IC1E BUT AN TX RIZ N 5 KR DIRE, #E— B FEAERR. R
PEORIRHIR, B MR SRR TR bR G S A TEIE PR AL S 20, 5] SEUD R A AEE[31], AEEIER I
W BUT (R SR 0% 2ot 5 R B e A8, AL RIA MR AR AR o BETE A 5T B Itk (1) LS
B, 32 T PIRIRTRETE: MR AEHEAE I [A), 3B SEAE HEAT b P A AR A o EIEARICTE BUT JEIL 1 XF
TR AR, RN T AT AR REE, I KA DhRE, i — 2 B C & .

3.2.2. NREEFREEEHFIERRY

Blakemore (1987)¥5Hi, but Al however IXKIFIEARMILIE 2 “HE MR MWhrid, XFEAICEG T
(A T 5 5 B E0 40 IRV AE BN 7R B SO I, AR T 5 3 TR A S I BRAR (3 1] 41& B 4xidiE BUT
HILZEXS G T R, X 52 A A B 05 A O¢ RIPE @ i, Hoh Bpgid v] AR BN 5 5 BAfr,
M S AN ¢ RPORAT N . BERS SUZ 35S i AR 1015 BUT A0 TX RZ 0, KIE T&AMIEE, M
e — P 4 s A ANE G R, il

(4) A: You’re putting down people from San Francisco which I don’t think is proper.
B: I like people from San Francisco. They’re smart, but I don’t claim that they represent the common views in America.

(Fox: Hannity & Colmes)

G4 F, T2 P UE N B B 6 “Ilike people from San Francisco” B3R 1L 7 H X IH4 1L
NI, XK B AT =B, mRE — N RRERPERM L. #55, WA B H
“They’re smart” SRR IH S I ARIGHE, X2 B XMHHE I ARG E, a5 A AT REHE H /) m -
M —M 3. Ui A B 25 1 BB I 7R S TR = SO &, SIS R A AR LA R, AT SE
JAE R RBREAT N ULIE A B X AR AT BRI A TGS R, BAAMIL E AT R, B IEATE AT
AKITATRENE, ST ERT UG N A, AJEEACHUE B
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FEMAEILN , SURTEGIE G R IC TS BUT MG T4 GUR M0 5 A E LM Thae, B D Y4ed s Tt
AE IR ZR o JEDON LEARIC TE AR R IL X LEANEEIT R 2, AARE PR T3cA & & X [32] iR iCiE
BUT /2 S R X LEARIC T, BUT AE— Rl 5 FAL LA, BRI J5 3515 AR EAE L, Ao # Bh i 15 0
UF B AR TS HISL Y . BEAE, BE N B B IR AR ICTE BUT BN 1 3E—DIH g2, 218k
7 RATIRE, AR BAAE AL A SF. B, iR B @I ARFIERPFO: HIX, B &
R H QR AT REBOR M XT H e N2 5 s e, R A Bl ER H A, RYIHE
W AR A BA Y, AR AR R ER, Wik T B R SHEE. WG A B 1l
BEREE 1 A M2, SCORRR TR RIRBER S 261, A R (et 7 HEh RN, B4y 7 &2
A RGP AR, % 1 ] RER) P R B K

3.3. IEIBFRICIE BUT LT REBEZ ERFERITNEE

VBRI BUT 72 LR A0k G, B0tk BLE RS M6 SR R U2 5, e
O A A REAT A7 2 B33 BRI BUT BT Al R bR RO,
IR T AR 0 TG A BRI S, B AT R F R R E b

(5) A: You know. I thank God... but. I am happy... but. [ am grateful... but.
(http:/fromyourlife.gather.com/viewArticle.action?articleld=281474981775316)

FEBIS) s X GRIR T A ISR N R, D 7S AN S R T AR B, A B AT K
Mok E CREAT, MU R RIE TR R, e B AR T LR B B N B 1 . X R
M BAIEENE S, M N IR S, IT4ES 53 757 Z IR ATE G &

FEMAEOLN , SURTETEE G R IC TS BUT M T4 G M1 5 A T Be, SR 5z i
g Btk Nl AR R BUT 48 7 AAIHE WAE_E77 I o] BE A0S J0, fATT Rl B8 S AN H S, Tskbs b,
LA RERS IR NATA L I EI S T o Fic i R A A HERLIIRE [34], Wr il NAEHEREL H L1k AARAR I 25
RIS, R AT BEAE 22 g HAd (I s Pl BIANATIZE SR IR IR L T RE i & A IR B o 15 1R AR
11 BUT {EIX BUSH S| T IEANARIIE, A5 U8 NS TE/E R B RUER, (HS2hr BRI AAIE
25T RN At NI B, 8 Gl A O SRS o B A R TEARICTE BUT 2240 1 1% 45 i AR i
P, (A3 X5 S Oy AL AR

i Epnd, fEHE T, EEARCTE BUT 2R R Z E % B A 0 E MR EH B, 3
T ELARRT AR BN SR NRIE SRS L e S0 K, AT SR O R BAT . BRI U= P 3 i
PIEERRICTE BUT ADS TX RZMM &, 7T LU SR Thag, Mk — D g R R, thoh, X3z
T EARGE A DA 1 15 N FK I, I SUZPETE 8 T iEiE AR iCTE BUT AN TR RZHEM &, "L
KA, I — D 4Ed SR TS G &

4. &g

YERN—FpiEEARICIE, BUT @ M TR SIS . AR, NP eEsh, ek
FENBRERThRE, ST SRS A FREE R BRI, EgRANRKERTHRES BZEH. R,
o 2 I AR A B — LA 5 58 BUT MG IE F Th RE BER 2 14 1 1 Hh ot R TH G s 1, R BEFR 70 iA
BN BRiE S5 01E 2 R XM, SRR E AR B, 885 € K G ER LS BUT AT
NBRTCHE RN . ASCEL BUT 912k, BEALAMEL COCA & RIS 500 2% HEERL, 18 AR
JCIERAHTHESE, it BUT S5Xf RZT RN E R R, B S HAEXUZ M5 15 T ARXS T RZE T AT K 3170
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BHIhAE. BT, EANEALE b, ARG BUT A LUR I Hb H BCE R AB M (6 S5 B O = T)
ZHT AR Z G o AR ERMCTE BUT A2 T X R 2 M2 BT, 0 52 e & B A 05 F RS & 18
JE M, A BARTT LR B YL NRIEBORr s i AR I, AT S I8 5% R BRARAT o BRI XUZ 1%
B TE RIS BUT A TR RIZE S, ATLORIERALThRE, IRt — B A L &R . HiliEdRd
i BUT L FXRZME AN, —J7H, XREERRRI R NRIE B, IR i AsiciE
BUT &k amie T, 2B E bR s, En—Jrm, MNEZREBEERIONE 2RSS,
AL BUT MR AN TIRE, st — P4 M R HiRiEFRICTE BUT L TX R ZHZ G0,
X R R R AR BN R NI 16 4E, I IR TER LT BUT GREE AR MIIRE, BE— DT Ang
KFo MALEFMLHE BUT BIANFRTCIE AT SR R 1 5 2 PR TE RN BRiE IO TEVE . A7 B T4 5 A4
TR M2 T _ERAE BB ok 2 PR HE A Br A .
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