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Abstract

In the 20th century, Pienemann’s “Processability Theory” sparked a research boom on the order of
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second language acquisition. However, the development of this theory in researching the order of
second language acquisition in Chinese has been slow. This paper categorizes articles related to
“Processability Theory and the Order of Second Language Acquisition” from the past decade into
two broad categories: the order of second language acquisition in Chinese and non-Chinese. It pro-
vides a deep analysis and comprehensive comparison of the research methods, subjects, and con-
tents of these two categories. The comparison reveals that when applying the “Processability The-
ory” to study the order of second language acquisition in Chinese, the main research methods are
manual analysis and the use of technical software, but the technical software used is relatively lim-
ited. Research subjects are mainly focused on college students, with less research on teenagers, chil-
dren, and elderly groups. The research content is primarily about the applicability of the theory,
while empirical application studies are fewer. In response to these findings, the author proposes
some suggestions for improvement, aiming to provide new ideas for the further development of the
order of second language acquisition in Chinese.

Keywords

Processability Theory, Chinese as a Second Language, Order of Second Language Acquisition

Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|8

AN AR (FRR PTYAE T 70 FARELE 1B 2] i H, 5 H Pienemann 5635, I8 15 215 /7 4 HE
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2. AT IR BT
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Table 1. The prediction of second language acquisition order under the “Processability Theory”
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S S T T e e ATLIEFE Iove you,
cooked/monkeys/your Sv(o)
N . IR ) /5 .
A R g A two kids “Do” fti] whei & Do you like
B)9A] 457 have V-ed e meat?

et s . ey A FiE—E - NI What do you do
AAREE WRORE EEZR gl BROERME S undays?
FMEREZ NEEFE AT x SE R A A ey L Vonder why he

sold that car.
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2024 3 H 26 H, FEHEMM ELL “Tin THEENE” NS RS E] 189 . £ T OHLSRE
2015 4EXTIX —UKHAT T MEE[5], HASCRE B OGE 7 35 H4E(2014~2024) AR ST, Fili A To%i%,
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Figure 1. Number of publications on the application of PT to the order of second language acquisition (2014~2024)
E 1. PT AT 28 B0 BIE(2014~2024)

3.2. iR

ASCEEE PT BN s, K8 B SCRiR 43 A SE IR 7S AR SE R FU B 38 . SEAERF 7838 71%, AESERT
T 29%. HAAESHER 7T B R IR VP, KA M7 EEE CHkYE, 40, Lantolf & Zhang [6]F1 Dyson
& Hakansson [7]%8 N3 .
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4. “FIINIEER” MATEISIRFARBESZESHR
4.1. ARAZE

AT A8 BV 9 75 1 R SRR R B B SR S S R . ARG R I, AR “HEDGE ]
37 WSGEZRGFE T, BFRAREZRANE CHEMBH50%) T IiE M EH20%) [FIFHE& HHE A S
BH5%)o TE “PAB IS SEUERAFFE T, FHBEMEL SRR, 2T 55%, BEEMENUAL S 9%, X
B HRIE F AN 2 2] TR R 0K R R EARAR B i TR B R I K R

MAZ 2 AT CUE = AR AT B R U 77 A N T B R AR AR, Hoh N o #i R
Mz, FERXVIFE, HFANTHESHTTR8][9]. HARBM:Z A8 ELAN #HATH 0 HT[10] [11], X
FERFNFEARIEEEG KR, BRMMNAWIEEZE S . 5§ “DOEIR7 AR, “JED0EIR7 R
R T SPSS BAFHAREATEARE - HT[12], BT IRIE R T BB bR BEVE[13] MBGE[14]. 454 HAhz
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Table 2. Research methods in studies applying PT to the order of second language acquisition

= 2. PTRATIBEIBIRFEHRRGE

WIS N5 EREARTME  BREREE SRR gh 6 Hoph P
AEPOERE(H ) 7 (35%) 2 (10%) 3 (15%) 2 (10%) 1 (5%)
POBERR( & E) 4 (36%) 3 (27%)

i A B A AL, ARDUE AR IR SR TR N2 A, AGE R N T AR AR,
R TR EAREEE. ME, JF HiES & 7 AR B HEAT 20, (8T 2 Hr 1808 B B B AR

Pk,
4.2. IRMR

ASCREEEAE KB, —H A TN BT BRI, HAAAEA DR, KRBT TR
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Table 3. Classification of study populations in research applying PT to the order of second language acquisition

% 3. PT AT IEIBIRFHRMRERS S

WA 7% p%:S HOE JLE JLE - RAE FERR TR
AEPUERE(S L) 4 (20%) 2 (10%) 5 (25%) 3 (15%) 1 (5%)
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Table 4. The categories of language studied
4. MRIIRETEM
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Y, TN ST R UL AT REA A — A KBk . AR, DOETR AR AR E L E T2, A
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TR, A AEIET TAOCIEAL, B “DUE IR MW S R R E) AT T H
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5.2. XTERNATIIEISHRFREERST

R EERDT PT S IEH] T W =38 14305 o #7070 SEIGUE ] — 18 SI1355 5 PT Py
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