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Abstract

From the perspective of Chinese history, this paper discusses the grammaticalization process of the
structure “Who knows”. Through a detailed analysis of its semantic evolution, syntactic function
and pragmatic characteristics in different historical stages, it reveals the evolution path of “who
knows” from a free phrase to a discourse marker. This paper also discusses various mechanisms
that drive this grammaticalization process, including reanalysis, subjectification, context absorp-
tion and frequency effect. In addition, this paper also compares the similar structures of “who
knows” with other languages from the perspective of typology, and discusses their contemporary
variations and cross-language commonalities.
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1. 5|8

FEDOR TR TR R b, “UHERNE” AR PUL B A R AE . XA AR A
HIAETE AR BIBRDOE M 2 DR IR EA D, 200 7 2L THEREEIE. HER A Kk X
REAL FVEBEERITE ¥ 9940 S5 I RURRAE,  SEAR 5 Y DOB IR R AS, s AR Zhaed & . 1hifhnid
TERRHLH] S5 INEN R IAAEAAER,  IN WA B WS S AR R BBl . AR i ik AL A1 25 & A
KR WRTTE, RGN — SRR ER AR S LS R AL .

2. HFRZER
2.1. griEThREM B (LR ERENE)

7 VEONEERACE R LT () - CHETEITT? A (R ). AR R E A BOE
W], U+ RNIE” MRS AR . “HE” FEOVEEIRAGE, SRACRIIN M, H3hinE “RiE” 455,
R Ao B, R ARSI () oy, “HERna g ” — R IR —HE. BB
B, U+ RIE” SRRERIRIE G R RN, AENL BN RIE, WA R

il LS A SR LB + 7 RREDERERC, (U ORI RS BRI CERIIE A5 B,
CEET « oK) R “HERIS ZMERE” —4), ERELT “HE + 717 WAL, e, FHEARNA W “HER
ROV FEEHTE I CUECSCZET o R IRER CRIBR” AL, SRR . BEEE S A, BT
T DOE I, “UERNE” GRIRETE G IR N T ROk .

2.2. RIBIAZEM B GEIXIE)

FERERI ], S A e MR Rr s h B, ErAR S M. flan, EE50 RR) o,
CHERNEL PR, CRDRLER 7 ), BRI AR AR R B A I, (H R iR C 2R
TR EMR . BT RAG, MR SR SR R R HE— 2 A, N (A D) R CHERITERS X
DR MR —%), Wil 7 R M. T TR b i B e 8, “ JERnIE R AN AT,
BORZEF(E” ( (FHED ).

B TIAADGER ), R WG, CWERNE” JT AR SIS A . Gl AR AR, XS5 RER
B7EEE N, Rk CTRNmMBE” KRB, G, 78 Cete) b, “ERIEAR T B AZ” 4]
FEAARBEL 73X — ik, SR, “UERNIE” S5HTTAREER, BERThReZBAgstt, EIPHN DhREEoR. “HERniE
X 7oK, WMIATER” (((ZLREEE) 55 77 BRI “HERNE” REIMRID, 1 “HERTER R E AR ”
( OLZchetede) 5529 [y “HEmE” & —MilmEss.

2.3. WEEFRICHE AR IGE)
BT IUCDUER,  “UERTE” 5EM T HRAER, ROV T — NS IREIE R, B, i
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FIIE” dif e, ARAALERE, WEAE, EEFNARIUERE, AR, EEERIK T EIME
e PR SRR e e e 55 — Mo D i -

1) EAMRC: B, HERTERH T TR 77, XEA “HERTE " RORUEEN RA
SRR, WRAE BEHbRC, W RS, XA REREL T

2) NHIERS: B, “ERNEMS AR, IXHLR CUERIE " R TS 0 AR S A E

B JCVE TR .
3) IEFCEE S, flhn,  “AERITENE - B, X B “HERIE” TR, RoRUiiEE X
AT ) AT e SRS B TE . R REIEIRIC, W “YERIE - J ISR .
3. IBEUNE
3.1. EFOAT

AT AL CERIE 7 B RE A N E YL . FERE R THREM B, CUE + HITE 7 SR R <
JERE AR, CRNE” ZshiE, WESSA MR A SR, T VAR BORTEE AR IO B, X4
W RA T BB AT JRA PRI AR08 XN FERE N[[HERTIE]X], SRS MEER, TR T — s
R[],

3.2. 04k

TR “HERNTE” VAR B — N EE L. AERE I ThRERT B, “UE + RIIE” SRR
BRI . SR, 2B ] I B TE AR I B B, Biis 3 i B REZH AN, 151X — 454
THERIBES . ABEFHESE L. XA EMREAATARDGE TIN5 “WERE” BT
— AN RIEWAEE ES LG A IEARC . BEE AN N, WEIM L FRIEE I AiE
ERAE WEA () B CERIEERE SRR .

3.3. BRI

R BIRCAE RN VAR AR T GBI PP B, BB, i
PR T A L R SUEBURIUE T EEMAAE, BV S RS T 4 (2] b
, CWRIE AT AR A, R DERET “RER BRI RN
B AL AR LSRRI R B 5200 WA SR B BB R FE— (T
SORKERBE R A 4% 2 i

3.4. AEMEERIBIZ

3.4.1. RIEXEBY R

(1) NEfEEY RSN

FERARDUE R, “CUYRRITE” 3@ H FH 10 i 5 A 5 — BARE0 T ARRERE . SR, BEE I IR 1 HERS
HEiBERAEEY R, IR A E S FA /N Blln, 7E6)F “dEREfsk 77 d,  “dEmE”
T TEAS PR R Bk Y, e — MR AN FA RN X PR “UEIE” RRERIA TN
F2 8 A AR 15 S 2

(2) M\ A 3 Py 25 B VB iy

BE—DHh,  CUERTNE” B RIERANE WA A AY R B TR M . EA) T CdERNE, X HIEE
SE7 O, CUERNE BT S] T P AN AR X AN R T X AN TR 1 1) — P B E T
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B[] SR REITIA T eI ™ AE AR I RS RUE S, A 05 B M A A D i85
L TR

3.4.2. AEELEREL

e DOER,  “uERNE” W E H IS TS T BN E R ALE, BIEA R EER
Hodp “HE” RETE, “HNE7 RAEE, M NP7 (ZIREE) N EIRAIEIE L G . KRS IERR N
S [#E VP [AIIE NP]]. flan, “HEHITEMRANFRE? 7 EXANA) i, “HEHITE” 5 Wy 8R0S B,
T AR BRI

BT HARDOER T, “HERIE” MAEALE KA T BERN . EAFMUUE RN EEEE R, M
B E A — AL EARD, AR A RISk Bh A B, T 5l R R 2 TEE N . X
iR AERINON S [(MERNIE) [TP...]]. B, “iERIE, WARSASTW? 7 EXNME)FH,  “iExE”
CAAEN—MILHEE R I, T2 f5 8216 15 N A I AN € P

3.5. SN

AR KR R HES)) “UYERNE 7 B BB R 2 — . NG EE/ L, CWERTE IR
ATARHE K 749 300% (T CCL iERES ). XA E T HIIE ;7 “HEmiE” mRA e, i1 HZ
A A B Dy — AN ETERR I .

4. ABIFHHGE
4.1. BEM4ERE

“YERIE” BB AT S “ AT R — 5 iR Dae— APRIhAE” MTEEAG R R (4] XA
PERRARARIN T8 SRR sy, B IE B AR U 3 SOBWY e 2130818 Fe A A\ Br 5. 3) 1) T
Ao A AR E DOER e, “HEANE” FF500E XS L, X T ENERIE B e A 4544 . DUETE
FFED R~ REEST =B, ARTIEE “BEE—~ATRENE” B E RS

“UERNTE 7 TR A B AR (BE 10 Dh e — & in] FVE — B AR 10) 5 JEE H 1 “who knows” Z514) @ FEAR L
. FEiE “who knows” fEHH i SEIE I 3 R T5E i1 (Who knows the answer?), I AUK &N &% 7] (Who
knows? Maybe he” s right.), SARTETE H & REAL A TEIEAR D, FIE A E £(Who knows, life is unpredictable.).

RS Sk 7 NZAE F AR AR ooy “BE AR + A FnBhia " i rE A A, A0 s
WAL CRFI— A EME—~ EWES” R R

4.2. EIEmLRIL

TEREAGS AR, WIS S50 BRI ZSVEWE L RRIE o X = BARILAE LR LA 7 T :

1) RERAAN: EFRELZRT,  “UERITE” ATLUE MR, G “UEETE T R DA mE. A
M, {EEENZ )G, “UEMTE” 2 TRHEREE /1, RegRn—MIsSsiiEo6e.

2) HEFEM: EREA T, “CUERITE” T LA AR B AR S I Ay . SR, R S,
KB HEF TIX BBy, WORNRESE “CARMERIE B COAERNE” .

3) ANEBSIVESGSR: TEIBML AT, CUERIIE” JEEAEN NSRRI R, EIEE
ez G,  “UERNE” BREMSLEIE TR, 0 ARy — AL A AR S H IAE ) B ER) A L S .

POE “UYERNIE” 1 2TEBELRRAE, R AL . HERIB SRR A, 5955 “who knows” —3,
HEPGERGZ AT, BAEMIR. Flin: JE “who knew” A F/~id i} (Who knew the truth?),
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MRS “YERITE” ToVEAIN “ 7 /087 FoRSEMARCHERNE T FAH? ). DUE “HERIE” 58 R Rl E
CARUERNIE), 1MIEIE “nobody really knows” 4/ R[4 A\ Ell1d] .

4.3. MIBHABZHERM

4.3.1. WELBENTY
PUTE YRR HREE L 2 XGRS, X TFEIRGE 2545 H . filhn. TEE “who would
have known” FEAEBIBIENAY R, WDGEA TG “ERE 7 BIRAREANF DA .

4.3.2. R o)k EXBYsEE 1

POBAEFALH 40t [ I M B (n “ S8 —ANE “Aafdb—Aan ™), 115 v] B e 1] i I B 4 .
Bhn: POE “HERITE " 78 B I 106 2008 1 S B SRS 58 X, T 9EE “who knows” TG S 1] B A] &
AR E N .

5. BRRERRESR

FEPRDLES,  “HERITE” FIERCRERAEAFT 5 2O ZER . XMER R 75 S 2.
AR AR R B TR A R R 5

51. AEER"

P CHRUERTETERE) SR, “WERITE” (ENETEARC ALY 89%, “HERNIE” EILAtiEHE
S BREAONTEENRD, EEMTRIEESN AHEEHER I R, BiEERERR, “HERIE” £
BB PR IR B A B S ORIV, BRI VAN o 54%, AH S T3l 1 v i “ WEERIE NS BR “ HEREANIENE ” .
SEAh, fERIEH, TRMNIE i AN (R 2 T8I g “WERTE” e (RIETT S IEEDTT) I 17%
NFREHE, PRI T IR B, AR S LI R 6] -

5.2. BESHE

Br 75 EZRAN, CHERNE” KA IS A RE AR BRI M I G AR EEA T,
RAEERAFIER &, “UYERNTE " % OREFEAE L, AREH TR 28T, 7E305E 5 SR IR
Kb, “CHEREE” AT RE DLELHT AR A, “ERIIE " SERALE AN . R EIER AR, R
SN PSR A4S E 2 A D2 = AN R X i R (1

“UERITE” MTETEAC I RE e BB T DURTEVEACH) 2 4ERE, 72 R 4R R b R T4 3 5 22
TERGYESE b A28 SCRNEE N REBRRAL, FENJNYERE b SEBldr B D e B e B I DI RE RO L . 1XA
R BRI AE N AE T B m R, ORI DO R B IE AR BR AR, IR T DU LR A B4 AT
MEIFA B WL P A ey, HsAR s J1ok 815 5 2 5 R AN A RE M I F5K,
ZIL K T BURDUE AR IR S B S RIE N 2 T iE 5 .

SE
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