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Abstract

In the era of digital communication, Chinese internetlanguage is evolving at an unprecedented pace,
with new variants emerging continuously. Facing the intricate phenomenon of internet language
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simplification, existing studies focusing solely on formal aspects fail to account for their systemic
characteristics, while traditional classifications based on part-of-speech grammar are overly com-
plex. Therefore, a new analytical framework is required. Drawing on Saussure’s linguistic hierarchy
theory, this paper proposes a three-part framework of “Substitution-Abbreviated Word Formation-
Lexical Category Shifting” to deconstruct Chinese internet language simplification into three hier-
archical levels: symbolic, structural, and grammatical. The goal is to uncover its underlying patterns.
By examining the generative mechanisms, functional differentiation, and systemic synergy of these
three simplification strategies, this study provides linguistic evidence for the standardized govern-
ance of Chinese internet language and deepens theoretical understanding of the digital evolution of
Chinese.
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